What is youth civic engagement? 
Civic engagement means working to make a difference in the life of our communities and developing the combination of knowledge, skills, values and motivation to make that difference. It means promoting the quality of life in a community, through both political and non-political processes.

Types of youth civic engagement


Community service and volunteering:

· Formal, long-term service: 20 hours per week of service for three months or longer

· Part-time volunteering: anything less than formal, long-term service but more than two hours per week for two months

· Occasional volunteering: anything less than the above 

· Service-learning: Service-learning is a teaching method that enriches learning by engaging students in meaningful service to their schools and communities. Young people apply academic skills to solving real-world issues, linking established learning objectives with community needs. This can be either school or non-school based.

· International volunteering: volunteers offer services to communities in countries other than their own

· Mutual aid: providing assistance and support to others within the same community or social group; the distinction between the volunteer and the beneficiary may be less clear

Governance: representation to government consultation bodies, involvement in local development projects, or participation in NGOs that monitor government policies

Advocacy and campaigning: raising public consciousness or working to change legislation

Youth media: video, radio, film, newspaper or other form of media production by young people; audience may be other young people or adults

Social entrepreneurship: creating innovative solutions to social problems by designing products or offering services

Leadership training and practice: mechanisms for learning and exercising leadership skills, including workshops as well as participation in volunteer activities
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