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CIVIL UNREST IN CAMEROON

DAY ONE AND TWO.

A nation wide sit-down strike called by the Cameroon National Syndicate of Township Taxi Drivers, Inter-City Transporters and Motor Cycle Riders in opposition to a recent 16 francs increase in fuel prices has turned out to be a general price hikes strike. It has been heavily respected in major cities of Cameroon.

The strike started on Monday 25th of February, 2008 in Human Rights sensitive towns like Douala, Yaoundé, Bamenda, Buea, Kumba, Tiko, Limbe (Victoria), Kumbo, while many more like Bafoussam, Bali Ndop Mbengwi, Fundong, Batibo etc joined on Tuesday 26th of February, 2008.

Protesters used old tyres, broken vehicles, and all sorts of objects to mount barricades at major road junctions in the towns. Markets and commercial centres remained closed bringing activities to come to a near stand still. Those with pressing duties out of home had to trek long distances amidst police tear gas on hot spots. A majority of the protesters are youths.

Once more the Cameroonian Police and Gendarmes have used live bullets on unarmed civilians. Deaths have been reported in some towns. In all unconfirmed reports put the dead toll at 16. Among this number, 13 were killed in Douala, 2 in Kumba and 1 in Bafoussam meanwhile other wounded are receiving treatment. Some of the names of the death that we could get are Tantoh Emmanuel aged 23 killed in Bafoussam, 16 year old male student shot in Douala. 

There has also been generalized destruction of property and looting of shops, banks and some government services. The Taxation Offices in Bamenda, Bafoussam and Kumba were attacked, some looted and burnt and others rescued by law enforcement units. The Douala branch office of CCC bank and another financial institution called Express Union were attacked, property destroyed and in the case of the latter, money carted away. The lone staking company in Cameroon called PMUC was particularly targeted in Bamenda town with all staking kiosks burnt. The depot of the Brewery Industry (Les Brasseries Du Cameroun) was also looted.

The success of the strike has surprised many government officials some of whom have in several occasions claim that Cameroonians are tired of aimless strikes. This apparently is a strong signal to government that Cameroonians are still capable of standing up for their rights.

DAY THREE

At the end of the first two days of strike, the outcome of negotiations between the National Drivers Syndicate and the government holding in Mont Febe Hotel Yaounde were not satisfactory. Government offered a reduction of only six francs instead of the 16 francs originally added. It is also alleged that those representing the syndicate were not the originators of the strike action. As a result, the strike is intensifying in most parts of Cameroon. Reports say about three thousand youths poised to meet governor Fai Yendu Francis was blocked by the forces. 

Protesters condemned the decisions arrived at in Yaounde saying that negotiators are sell outs and vowed to continue the strike indefinitely. 

In Bamenda on the third day, 27th February 2008, it is alleged the post office in Nkwen was attacked by angry protesters and a private secondary school belonging to staunch CPDM party officials who doubles as the Government Delegate to the defunct Bamenda Urban Council also came under attack and destroyed.
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