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Euro-Mediterranean Academy 
for Young Journalists

Amman, May 4th 2008 - May 15th 2008
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CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

The Goethe-Institute Jordan invites young journalists from Mediterranean and EU member states to participate in the first Euro-Mediterranean Academy for young Journalists in Amman from May 4th 2008 to May 15th 2008. 

Context

Although the Euro-Mediterranean partnership grew closer since the signing of the Barcelona Declaration in 1995, the network among young journalists and the reflection of the role of the media in regard of mutual perceptions still have to be improved. Media play a global and crucial role in the distribution, selection and valuation of information. Particularly the spreading of stereotypes about “the West” and “the Arab World” negatively affects public perception. After the first Euro-Mediterranean Youth Parliament EMYP, which took place 1st of June 2007 in Berlin, the German Federal Foreign Office and the Goethe-Institute intend to continue the support of different kind of youth organisations´ activities. Thus the Euro-Mediterranean Academy for young Journalists is one of the EMYP´s follow-on-projects.

Objectives:

The Euro-Mediterranean Academy for young Journalists aims at raising the knowledge of young journalists about the importance of a responsible and critical international journalism. Due to their ethical responsibility, journalists have to report in a truthful, well-researched and objective manner. Through active discussions and expert hearings, the participants’ knowledge on the role and functioning of the media and its responsibility in dealing with sensitive issues in the context of intercultural journalism shall be increased. By working in teams on given assignments, the participants shall analyse and compare their working methods, approaches and results, and shall realize which factors influence the valuation, interpretation and utilization of information. 

Moreover, the Academy should enable the young participants to create active information networks and sustainable cooperation beyond borders, designated to change mutual misperceptions and fight prejudices usually spread and increased by media. A sense of ethic responsibility for journalistic work shall be developed, as well as a critical understanding of the functioning and strategies of media in intercultural journalism.

Programme:

To encourage a critical and fair journalism, nine young journalists from the EU member states and nine from Mediterranean countries will be invited to Amman. Through active discussions and expert hearings, the participants’ knowledge on the role and functioning of the media and its responsibility in dealing with sensitive issues in the context of intercultural journalism shall be increased. By working in teams on given assignments, the participants will analyse and compare their working methods, approaches and results, and take a closer look on the factors which influence the valuation, interpretation and utilization of information. 

Moreover, the Academy should lead to active information networks and sustainable cooperation beyond borders, designated to change mutual misperceptions and fight prejudices often spread and increased by media. 

The practical work of the teams will be supervised and assisted by experts and journalists from European and Mediterranean countries. The final outcomes of the teams will be printed in an own newspaper or Magazine, as well as an own internet platform.
Additionally there will be a rich social and cultural programme where the participants from the different countries will get a glimpse of each other’s culture.

The working language of the whole event is English.

Profile of Participants:

18 young adults from the whole Euro-Mediterranean region, 9 from the EU member states and 9 from the Mediterranean countries taking part in the Barcelona Process will be selected. Applicants should be:

· Young people in their last year of journalist training/ school/ university or within their first 2 years of professional work

· Age limit 30 years

· Fluent in English

· Forms of media represented at the Academy: print media, online media, radio

· Nationals in one of the countries listed above

· Motivated to work in inter-cultural teams

Additionally to these criteria, the selection process will be based on an evaluation of work samples: Please hand in two previously published works together with a description of the media where it was published. If it is not in English, a summary of the content must be included. Additionally we ask for a new work sample, which constists of a text of max. 500 words on one of the following topics: 

· a reportage on a wedding in your country or

· a comment on a political or social/cultural event or

· a relevant part of news of the day. 

Your work samples will be evaluated by experienced journalists.

There will be an equal number of male and female participants.
All costs related to the event will be covered, including travels, accommodation and meals.

Application procedure:

Applications will only be accepted if they contain the following documents:

· Application form (available for download under www.goethe.de/jordanien )

· Copy of passport/ ID card

· A copy of published previous work/ script, preferably in English

· A new work sample

· A certificate of current status (enrolment paper, work certificate)

Applications shall be sent to the following email address: EMAJ@amman.goethe.org before 15 March 2008 at 12:00 noon (GTM). The applicants will be notified at the beginning of April 2008.

