INVESTING IN YOUNG PEOPLE’S HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT: 
RESEARCH THAT IMPROVES POLICIES AND PROGRAMS 
AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ABUJA, NIGERIA 
APRIL 27-29, 2008 
(OPTIONAL SESSIONS, APRIL 30) 
Conference information is available at:
 www.jhsph.edu/gatesinstitute/policy_practice/adolhealth.

Instructions to submitters: 

• Use the conference abstract cover page 

• Follow the abstract outline 

Both are included with this Call for Abstracts and available for downloading from the conference website above. 

PRESENT SPONSORS AND PARTNERS 
Bill and Melinda Gates Institute for Population and Reproductive Health, JHPIEGO and the Center for Communication Programs at the Johns Hopkins University (USA); University of Ibadan (Nigeria); Obafemi Awolowo University (Nigeria); Government of Nigeria, Federal Ministries of Health, Education, and Youth, National Agency for the Control of AIDS; Action Health International (Nigeria); Adolescent Health Information Project (AHIP); Advocates for Youth (USA); African Population and Health Research Center; Ahmadu Bello University (Nigeria); Association for Reproductive and Family Health (Nigeria); Child in Need Institute (India); The Community Participation for Action in the Social Sector Project (COMPASS); Enabling HIV & AIDS, TB and Social Sector Environment (ENHANSE); Family Health International (GHAIN, Nigeria); Girls Power Initiative (Nigeria); Guttmacher Institute (USA); Hanoi University School of Public Health (Vietnam); International Association for Adolescent Health (New Zealand); International Center for Research on Women (USA); Ipas (USA); Journalists against AIDS (JAAIDS); John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation; National Association of Nigerian Nurses and Midwives; Nigeria Business Coalition Against AIDS (NIBUCAA); Nigerian Medical Association; Nigerian Youth for Action Network; Nigerian Youth Network on HIV/AIDS; David and Lucile Packard Foundation (USA); Partnerships for Transforming Health Systems (PATHS); Pathfinder International (Nigeria); Planned Parenthood of Nigeria; Population Council (USA); Shanghai Institute for Planned Parenthood Research (China); Society for Family Health (Nigeria); United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF, Nigeria); United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA); United States Agency for International Development (USAID); University of Abuja; University of Port Harcourt; World Health Organization (WHO) 

INVESTING IN YOUNG PEOPLE’S HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT: 
RESEARCH THAT IMPROVES POLICIES AND PROGRAMS 
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 
The organizers invite abstracts on cutting edge health and social development research, program evaluations and policy studies related to young people around the world. The focus of the conference is on youth and young people (used interchangeably here) between the ages of 10 to 24 years. In recognition of the population diversity of this age group, studies that address specific age subsets or special youth populations are encouraged. 

Conference Objectives 
This conference aims to provide an international forum for exchanging research and programmatically generated evidence on how to meet the health and developmental needs of young people in low resource settings. The conference offers an opportunity for researchers, practitioners, as consumers of research findings and implementers of youth programming, as well as youth themselves, to learn from research, share lessons and valuable experiences, and provide recommendations. 

The thematic areas relate to population, development, sexual and reproductive health, poverty reduction and gender equity as they affect young people. Organizers envision that this conference will provide a forum for the international research and development community to reach and communicate consensus on policy, program and research priorities for youth development. Furthermore, they expect an outcome of the meeting to be increased resources and commitment to youth-directed investments in health and development at the international, national and local levels. 

Priority will be given to research with direct programmatic and policy relevance and to evidence-based best practices, particularly studies demonstrating effects from factors observed over time, as well as research from the developing world and studies with implications for developing nations. 
Expected Conference Composition 
Health and development professionals (e.g., researchers, policymakers, program managers, program evaluators, community advocates, young people, public health students, clinicians) working with youth in the area of programs, policies and advocacy within the governmental and non-governmental sectors at all levels. Young persons working in the areas covered in this Call for Abstracts, whether as community workers, researchers, advocates, health educators, or service providers, are encouraged to submit abstracts. They should indicate their young person status, so that their submission gets due consideration for sessions, particularly those designated to involve young conference participants. 

Topics of Special Interest 
1. Investing in human capital and the demographic dividend: Macro-level changes in age structure and youthful population composition impacting social and economic development; the pace of demographic transitions and prospects for realizing the demographic dividend; short- and long-term economic growth and productivity related to dynamics of youth transitions; impact of various educational investments in youth on the quality of human capital; links between population and individual welfare 

2. Sexual and reproductive health transitions for young people: Social, economic and political influences, at community, family, parental, partner and peer levels, on young people’s healthy sexuality development, e.g., onset of sexual activity, early marriage, exposure to sexual risk and infections, including HIV; timing of pregnancy and childbearing; factors shaping long-term health and social consequences of early marriage, early childbearing, unplanned pregnancies, unsafe abortions, or STIs, such as HPV and HIV 

3. Young people’s patterns of use of sexual and reproductive health services: Factors affecting young people’s pattern of use of key pregnancy-, maternity- and sexuality-related health interventions, especially family planning, prenatal and delivery care, and HIV prevention and treatment services 

4. Transitions to productive adulthood: Factors and interventions influencing successful youth transitions from school, into the work place, avoidance of dysfunctional behaviors, and into participatory citizenship, such as voting, volunteerism, activism, and participation in youth health promotion programs 

5. Addressing special populations at risk: Findings from studies or programs that address marginalized youth, e.g., those who are orphaned, extremely poor, very young and vulnerable to sexual abuse or trafficking; involved with commercial sex, displaced, migrants, homeless, or involuntarily placed in conflict situations; factors enabling marginalized youth to re-enter mainstream social environments and to develop resilient healthy and productive behaviors; similarly, factors influencing effective protection to these young people to facilitate their successful transitions to adulthood 

6. Parents and early childhood investments for young people’s development and life cycle implications: Role of parental involvement and connectedness as well as family structure and cohesion in shaping young people’s health and development; parental socio-economic and lifestyle characteristics affecting young people’s life chances and trajectories of health and development; other early childhood investments that influence healthy development of youth, in the physical, mental, and social spheres, including factors behind the emerging obesity epidemic 

7. Males, gender relations and young people’s healthy development: Findings about male youth experiences with healthy transitions themselves and in relation to female youth experiences; gender factors in young people’s sexual identity and behaviors, experiences with gender-based discrimination or violence 

8. Implementing and financing national youth policies: National and sub-national experiences with effectively implementing and financing major initiatives of adolescent and youth service delivery, health and development policies, either in the governmental, nongovernmental or commercial sectors and through cross-sectoral partnerships 

9. “Second chance” program models: Effectiveness of social, economic and health remediation programs aimed at youth in difficult situations, including post-conflict former combatants, substance abusers, early school leavers/those who are illiterate, HIV positive youth, and young adolescent parents 

10. Young people, mass media and the Internet: Role of mass media (including the Internet) for outreach, entertainment, and education and their influences in shaping youth ideation, health and social development, as well as the impact of media on health knowledge, attitudes and behaviors of young people; innovative approaches to reaching young people on topics related to health and development 

11. Evidence base for youth health promotion strategies: Evidence of the effectiveness of interventions delivered through the major settings which reach young males and females—schools, mass media, geographically defined communities, health services, as well as strategies for reaching young people who are most at risk and promote self-care attitudes, avoidance of violence, crime and illegal substance use 

12. Cultural factors influencing young people’s healthy development: Relationship of exposure to contemporary, non-traditional ideation and subsequent sexual and reproductive behaviors; cultural beliefs and practices including gender discrimination and inequality that affect young people’s development and subsequent sexual and reproductive health outcomes 

13. Poverty reduction as youth empowerment: Evidence of the impact of poverty reduction strategies on the health and development of young people, particularly those in marginalized situations, e.g., strategies that improve the immediate and future financial prospects for youth, expand their economic opportunities, and reduce sexual risk 

Abstracts should be no longer than 800 words in length and should follow the provided outline. Abstracts should be submitted electronically, using the attached cover form, to gates@jhsph.edu by November 15, 2007. Submitters will receive an email acknowledging receipt. The corresponding author will be notified regarding abstract decisions no later than January 31, 2008. Limited travel support is available. Separate travel support application forms are available for Nigerian residents and non-Nigerian residents, irrespective of nationality, and can be downloaded from the Conference webpage: www.jhsph.edu/gatesinstitute/policy_practice/adolhealth. 
All travel award applications should be submitted by December 15, 2007 to gates@jhsph.edu. If further conference information is desired, contact Ms. Natalie Culbertson at gates@jhsph.edu. 
