4. What are some specific concerns that we can group under the issues

that came up in Week 1? I’d like to focus on youth participation in regards to HIV/AIDS issues in my answers for this week.

5. What are some ways that these concerns can be met and how can

governments and/or civil society address them? I think governments, NGO’s and civil society need to try harder to involve youth in what they are doing. Youngsters should have the opportunity to be involved in adressing youth vulnerability and forming youth-friendly HIV/AIDS-policy. Also, youth should be consulted on issues and decisions that (will) affect them and they should have the opportunity to provide feedback. And of course, it would be fantastic when young people get the opportunity to write legislation and moreover if there would be more youngsters in position of power.
Youth should not only be educated about HIV/AIDS, they should also be educated about how to give other youngsters education about HIV/AIDS. I think peer-to-peer education is a fantastic way of adressing problems that concern youngsters to other youth. To achieve good, effective youth participation, youngsters need to learn skills about expressing their thoughts and ideas, how to use their talents and how to talk and negotiate with adults in postions of powers on local, national and international level. Furthermore, youth media should also be used more as a powerful tool for education, and youngsters should be skilled for that as well. 
So that means there are two ways of youth participation that I consider as very important. Number 1 being youth involved in the work of governements, NGO’s and involvement in civil society. “According  to the UNAIDS, young people remain at the center of the HIV epidemic in terms  of transmission, vulnerability, impact, and potential for change.” wrote Yidana Godwin last week. That’s why it’s so important to involve youth in policy- and decision-making: youngsters remain at the center of the HIV epidemic not only in terms of vulnerability and impact, but also in terms of potential for change. This will be of great use to prevent the spread of HIV. I think youngsters have great thoughts and ideas of what can be done to prevent this spread and they need to be listened at. 
Peer-to-peer-education is number 2. I think this is a fantastic way to educate youth, by including youth in the education.

6. If you have been to an International AIDS Conference before, what

do you think we could do differently (in terms of advocacy) as the

YouthForce this time? If you haven’t been before, what are some examples

of good or bad advocacy tactics from campaigns you know of that could

help us in developing our campaign? I haven’t been to an International AIDS Conference before, so I’m not completely sure what works and doesn’t work at such a occasion,  but I think the most important thing to do is to create a clear, positive and powerful message for the campaign and to find a good way to spread this message. I think flyers can be a good advocacy tool, but maybe not for the International AIDS Conference, because I’m afraid there will be so much paperwork and things to read, that another flyer with information won’t do the trick. It would be great if we could find something extra-ordinary, something small that grabs your attention for a moment and also makes clear what it is all about. 
7. Please rank the following suggested topics for an advocacy

skills-building session from 1 to 5, with 1 being the most important and 5

being the least important. Feel free to add your own suggestion.

1. How to create an advocacy plan

2. How to talk and negotiate with high-level leaders and decision-makers

3. An overview of advocacy techniques and tactics

4. How to ensure policy change and hold governments accountable

5. How to make sure there will be a good follow-up after the conference

