Among those returning, unaccompanied children face particular difficulties. When they are sent back, they are likely to be already burdened with emotional and psychological problems from their experiences abroad.

The trauma of being "deported" back to the homeland is, in fact, very similar to that of being sent overseas in the first place: the child arrives precipitously in an unfamiliar environment, faces language problems and culture shock, and is devoid of critical support and guidance. Many also have to suffer "disgrace" because they have failed to thrive overseas or have become an economic or social burden to their extended families.

Once back home, the returnees are taken in by parents or relatives who aim to subject them to a rigorous programme of re-assimilation, more often than not expressed in terms of "discipline" - religious, educational and cultural. In the more extreme cases, minors are sent off to rural areas to work, boys are sent off to religious boarding schools, and girls are married off to older men. Some find their new life consists of hanging around a volatile and decaying urban centre, unwilling to step outside the front door for fear of what they may encounter. Others become marginalized, finding themselves on the fringes of the society they are supposed to "belong" to and resort to drugs and violence.

"There is no modern system that has evolved to support these children, and traditional systems of social support do not exist for them either. While returning adults can choose go back to their villages and depend on their clan and friendship networks, there is no such option for the Diaspora youngster 
