The plight of Somali children

According to humanitarian workers and human rights organisations, conflict and neglect have meant that children have suffered in all the Somali territories - some in the extreme. In Mogadishu, children suffer the consequences of continued conflict and lawlessness as well as the general breakdown of government and society.

The Mogadishu-based Dr Ismail Jimaale Human Rights Centre has tried to draw attention to the particular plight of children - including killings, forcible recruitment, and imprisonment. Other concerns include the many street children, whose numbers in the urban centres increase with repatriation and migration movements.

In Hargeysa, young homeless girls - who are easy prey for gangs - sleep in among the petrol containers in the hope that the smell and the danger of the petrol will keep away potential attackers. Having to live on the streets of the large urban centres is one of the most dangerous prospects for Somali children in all territories. IRIN was told that street children were in some cases forced to beg for gangs after being raped and beaten, or they are killed and abused by militia in areas of continuing conflict. In the rural, nomadic areas and refugee camps, life is no better for these most vulnerable members of society: where poverty is acute, some children were sold by their parents as labourers and domestic servants, humanitarian workers told IRIN.

"So you can see why, for some, sending a child away on a plane is considered the biggest favour you can do," yussuf mohamed observed. 
