Week 3 Summary

8. What are some peaceful and innovative ways of highlighting the importance of this issue at the conference?

· Use of songs/music performances/ art displays:

· Use songs (music) and plays to get the message behind the issues of discussion across to participants in an interactive and fun way – Sheridy

· live performances are really effective; people are drawn to things like short plays, skits, musical performances (Choirs, solos etc); stays with people afterwards. I also appreciate things like art displays at conferences too, it shows that conference is not all about lectures and meetings but also about expression – Jo Anne

· Showing Videos about the issue, including small plays, paintings, and posters – Gulalai

· Such a thing could be one sentence or a short play, but it needs to inspire people – Wieke

· Presence everywhere:

· To highlight the importance of our issues, we need to be present any and everywhere. Our branding, messages and colours will be unique and everywhere in the Conference venue – Eric

· Materials:

· messages shouldn't be only printed and visible from everywhere, they have to be pronounced and explained by speakers during plenary session and in workshops; will help to avoid different understanding/interpretations of what we want to say by participants and decision-makers – Inna

· IEC materials should be made during the conference to deliver our message to as many participants as we can – Liping

· Public speaking

· Could reach wide adolescents, decision-makers – Liping

· Participatory activities could be organized:

· candlelight vigil, to encourage wide participation - Liping

· Media communications:

· TV spots, holding special TV HIV/AIDS related programs and put banners in public places – Vanessa

· use the multimedia gadgets to raise visibility at the conference; i.e. to advocate to the telecom companies to get a tool free line where young people would text in their views and opinions about the conference and issues affecting them, an e-billboard can carry this messages and it should be staged at strategic positions at the conference venue e.g. entry and exist points, conference halls and youth pavilion.  This service could also serve as a feedback mechanism so other young people who are not at the conference could contribute to the conference, the adverts could be placed on MTV base and terrestrial TV - - Esther

· Website/blogging:

· YouthAIDS2008 website needs to be up and running asap and be linked into EVERY youth organization and list-serve possible! During the conference, we need serious blogging to RH reality check, Lancet Student, Health and Development Network, etc – Naomi

· Use new media as much as possible. As organizers, we need to make blogging overly available to the young people. Perhaps we can set up stations where young people can record their observations and blogs – Naomi

· train youth to use audio-visual equipment, get youth advocates to conduct interviews, make short documentaries and web casts - Naomi

· Mascot/Pinatas/Puppets

· Are well-packaged visuals that smartly and quickly transmit the youth message -We could play off of a pinata theme (culturally appropriate, no?) as they are associated with infants/children. We could make them political – Naomi

· all art displays need to be as interactive as possible - Political puppets! Mexican puppeteers? - Naomi

· Condoms and Candy (could be inside Pinatas)

· Young people need access to more than candy! Candy and condoms! Or Condoms and EC! We could have lots of colorful pinatas -- perhaps donkeys -- with the faces of the enemies of comprehensive HIV/AIDS and SRHR policies on the heads of the donkeys - Naomi

9. Imagine that you are at the conference. What kind of tools, actions or events do you think would serve the purpose of visibility around the advocacy message? (e.g. t-shirts, rallies, pins, posters, stickers, etc) Keep in mind that there is a limit on the budget for materials and events.

· Posters, stickers, banners, booklets, bracelets, pins (colorful):

· They are easy to distribute and/or display and they are quite visible in crowed areas – Sheridy

· T-shirts/ties:

· Sustainable, can be worn later – Eric

· Have messages on T-shirts- Qaisar

· there a lot of flyers, messages and gadgets;  so we should focus on what is most apparent, sustainable, original. Yellows tee shirts for the last conference was it. - Eric

· Printing T-shirts, posters and strategically placing the message. I.E. we could put them at the entrances, the toilets and also be there to talk about the issues; also use stickers and banners – Stephen

· better tools because have a longer staying guarantee – Vanessa

· possible t-shirt statement 'I commit to youth'. Would be great if a whole lot of people - youth, celebrities, decision-makers (men and women) - would walk around at  conference wearing t-shirt w/ statement- Wieke

· Rucksacks

· print messages on rucksacks – Inna

· Trailer

· If the budget allows it is possible to shoot a trailer where young people address important advocacy issues to the policy-makers. This trailer can be broadcasted as a social advertisement on TV and on plasma monitors during the conference – Inna

· Peaceful rallies/walks

· we could organize as many as young people we can together to light-up candles and call for more attention as a peaceful way – Liping

· Celebrities:

· Involve Celebrities in highlighting the issue – Gulalai

· Cards or E-billboard:

· Distributing cards among participants on which advocacy messages may be written – Gulalai

· Press conferences:

· Young people should also have press conferences so that the issue can be highlighted in the media - Qaisar

· Dance for life campaign:

· Young people should also have a dance for life campaign or something like that so that everybody can participate - Qaisar

10. When advocating using this message at the conference, what could you suggest to your decision-makers as practical and realistic next steps they can take to implement your ideas?

· Welcome Bag-
· The easiest way to distribute the bracelets is in some sort of welcome bag for participants. The posters could also be distributed this way or we can get participants involved in posting the posters around the conference in between specific workshops or events – Sheridy

· We can ask them to give to youth some face time in the National broadcasting and official newspapers – Eric

· Work together as partners and not in isolation; work as a team and not have the decision-makers decide for us – Stephen
· Include youth in decision-making process at all levels – Inna

· Release policy at country level that young people could access information and services they need - Liping

· Establish a monitoring and evaluation system to make sure those policies could be fully implemented – Liping

· Talk less, Work more and make the ideas a reality, not only on paper – Wajahat
· Commitments/declarations desk:

· fabulous tool, but as experience has shown we need to effectively document the commitments as they are made. If we can faciliate as many linkages between decision-makers and young people by region during the conference, that would make the tracking process easier and build strong partnerships, foster capacity building, etc. A mentorship program would be a great way to start that process – Naomi
· Commitment sign up at the youth pavilion at the AIDS conference in 2006- politicians and other decision makers wrote down their commitments. I think writing down goals and next steps as well letting other people know what those goals and next steps are make the decision-maker more accountable – Jo Anne

· Make a commitment to increase funding to HIV/AIDS response, involve youth in policies development in HIV/AIDS campaigns and healthy promotions at large – Vanessa

· To sign a declaration (If a Declaration is the output of the Conference) or to sign commitment of involving youth in policies making process/decesion making or to sign a commitment of making Youth-Adult Partnerships or a Practical Action Plan may be prepared – Gulalai

· If feasible, have Adult-commitment desk be turned into a full conference session and added to in the main conference, such that different people from governments, UN agencies, scientists are given the opportunity at least 10mins each to make at least two commitments to young people, this way they would be more committed, because most government officials would refuse going to the commitments desk but when it is streamlined into the main session they have nor choice than to comply – Esther
· As a reminder, it's a good idea to write down everything people promise in regards to youth participation or - even better - to let them write it down themselves. Furthermore, I think the way Plan is working with youth is a great example of how organisations and NGO's could involve youth in what they are doing. For example, I'm a member of the Youth Board of Plan Netherlands. Our Youth Board has two main goals: 1) providing feedback and advice on the things Plan Netherlands is doing, especially in regards to youth participation and 2)trying to involve as much other Dutch youth as possible, for example through youth media and peer-to-peer education. I think it would be great if every organisation working with children and youngsters have got some sort of 'youth board' in which these youth can participate – Wieke
· they develop  them and change policies in their countries related to HIV/AIDS and increase the funding and services - Qaisar

· People should be enrolled in the youth mainstreaming concept, because lots of them in my country are not. Then they should build trust on young people and allow young people’s opinions to be listened to, respected and incorporated in any project/programmmes so such programmmes could gain youth ownership and eventuality become successful – Esther
