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Study Session

6-12 July 2008 ▪ Strasbourg, France
“Improving the Health of Young People in Europe: 

Towards a Sexual Health Strategy”
Study Session on the Development of a European Youth Charter on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights
DEADLINE for application 14 May 2008 
INFORMATION- CALL FOR PARTICIPANTS
The issues…..

How many organisations that you know are currently working to promote and defend the sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) of young people in Europe? What are their issues and challenges? What have they achieved so far? 

Many of us know very well how rewarding it can be to work with SRHR. Let’s come together, share ideas and experiences, and attempt to make a real difference together! 

The Study Session….
In this study session, participants from various Council of Europe countries who have experience in SRHR will come together to exchange good practices. Above all, we will try to agree on common objectives, and develop strategy plans that will help us develop our next moves in concert. This will result in the creation of a Common Charter on Youth SRHR. During our study session, we will be discussing among others, the following questions:
What is a rights - based approach? 

Which strategies so far have proven effective in practices aimed to promote SRHR of young people? What obstacles did we face, 
and how did we try to overcome them? 

What is common in the objectives of European organizations working with SRHR?

What is common in the methodologies of European organizations working with SRHR? 
What else can we share? 

How can we increase effective and 
meaningful youth participation?
And how do the above mentioned 
questions relate to each other?

Overall Goal of the Study Session…..
To develop a European Youth Charter on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights based on the input, experience, needs and ideas of young people in Europe. The Charter will serve as an advocacy and awareness raising tool on SRHR of young people on the community, national, and international level. 
The organizers…..

YouAct is a European network of young people who are active in the field of sexual and reproductive rights. More information about our organization is available at www.youact.org. We will organize this Study Session in cooperation with The Council of Europe’s Directorate of Youth and Sport, which also supports YouAct financially for the purpose of organizing this study session. More information about the Council of Europe is available at www.coe.int. 

YouAct works to empower young people to take an active role in their communities and organisations and to advocate sexual and reproductive rights as human rights. We believe that decisions which affect young people should be planned and formed by young people themselves. Young people should be taken seriously as capable and productive individuals. Youth participation in the development, implementation and evaluation of policies, programs and services aimed at young people is crucial for their success
Objectives…..
· To explore the current instruments available on SRHR and Human Rights and discuss their usefulness for current support for SRHR
· To learn the concept of human rights and familiarise oneself with the UN and CoE Human rights system and the most important HR instruments. 
· To discuss Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights issues from a Human Rights perspective and define which topics should be included in the Charter
· To share SRHR related knowledge and experience with other participants

· To develop a European Youth Charter on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights

· To present the work of the Council of Europe on SRHR, and possibilities for action. 
· To develop policy making and advocacy skills

· To discuss and set future strategies to implement the Charter based on the communications and advocacy experience of participants. 
The methods….
We will address these issues in the Study Session through a wide variety of interactive methods, like different workshops and discussions. YouAct facilitators and expert external speakers will present practical tools to advocate for sexual and reproductive rights, knowledge on the relation with human rights and how to implement effective youth participation, how to participate in decision making processing and in structuring strategic policies on SRHR. Moreover we will create a space where you can share your knowledge and experience engage in an intercultural dialogue and provide you with the opportunity to expand your practical skills and understanding. 
Profile of Participants
The following individuals are invited to apply:
Young people….
· working professionally or voluntarily for an NGO working on Human Rights, Health, SRHR, HIV/AIDS and/or related field
· who are committed to advance SRHR as human rights, and who believe in comprehensive sexuality education and freedom of choices regarding one’s sexuality. 
· who come from youth political parties or other political institutions 
· active in National Youth Councils, or young decision makers   

· between the ages of 18 and 30 years
· who have sufficient working knowledge of the English language 
· coming from 47 members states of the Council of Europe. These countries are listed on: http://www.coe.int/t/cm/prs_EN.asp
· who have some previous experience related to the topic. This will help the in – depth discussion on the different topics and provide resource information for the development of the Charter.
· who are committed to set up follow-up activities after the study session, and share the experience gained through this study session in their local, national, or regional context. 
We would like to bring together a group with equal representation of women and men, sexual minorities, other minority groups and young leaders working in the field of human rights and sexual rights.  
Venue and dates
6-12 July 2008, in Strasbourg, France. Participants will be expected to arrive on July 5th and depart on July 13th. Further information will be given once the candidates have been selected and notified. All delegates are expected to be able to attend the whole duration of the Study Session. 
Cost 
Cost for travel, visa, accommodation and meals are provided for by the Council of Europe and YouAct. Participants will need to pay a registration fee of 45 euros.
Participants are required to arrange their travel as economically as possible (budget tickets, student travel agents, etc.). Reimbursement for the travel will be provided in Strasbourg. Participants will be reimbursed on the basis of the shortest and least expensive route between their place of residence and Strasbourg. You must indicate the approximate price of travel in your application. 

Please remember that the maximum amount of reimbursement will be the amount that you stated in the application form and agreed to by the organizers. Changes in travel costs should always be discussed with us as soon as possible. If you need a visa, please state this in the application. 
Working language
The Study Session will be held entirely in English. No translations will be available. 

How to apply:
Candidates must fill in and send the enclosed application form and a letter of support from the sending organisation as early as possible. 

We will notify you and confirm your application when it is received!

The preparatory team will select participants from different geographical areas and organisations on the basis of their expectations and motivation. The accepted candidates will receive detailed information and confirmation on May 23rd. Since places are limited, selected participants will be required to verify their participation in order to secure a place in the Study Session. The other candidates will be put on a waiting list, in case of available places later on. 
The application deadline is May 14th 2008.
Please send by post, or e-mail to:
Application for the Study Session, 

Gvantsa khizanishvili

Kavtaradze st 25 1/18

0162, Tbilisi, Georgia

Email : gvantsa@youact.org 

Queries about the session can be addressed at the above email. 
Application form

Surname:       FORMTEXT 

     
 



First name: 
Nationality:       



Sex:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other 
Age (should be between 18 - 30 years of age):      
E-mail:       




Phone/Fax:      

Full address:      

Street Number and Name:          




    Area:              




    City:     



Postal Code:     



       Country:     
How would you rate your level of knowledge of the English language? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Poor  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fair 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Good 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Very Good 
Do you have any special needs or requirements (e.g. dietary, disability, etc.)? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes /  FORMCHECKBOX 
No
If yes please specify:      
If you are accepted, will you be able to attend the entire duration of the Study Session?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes /  FORMCHECKBOX 
No    
If no, please indicate the reasons and duration of your absence:

      
Means of travel and travel route: (e.g. air, train, via another destination etc) 
     
Estimated total travel cost in Euros:  €      
 Please include a formal letter of support from the organisation you represent.
Information about your organization 

Organisation:      
Address:      
Phone/fax:      
E-mail:      
What is the specific goal of your organization?

      
What specific field/fields do they work in and what kind of activities do they work on in relation to youth and/or human rights? 
     
How long have you been involved with your organisation? 
      
What is your role/responsibility within your organisation?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

volunteer   
 FORMCHECKBOX 

employee   
 FORMCHECKBOX 

active member 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
board member 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

other (Please specify): If yes please specify:      
Please describe your responsibilities in detail.

     
Personal motivation

 What does ‘Sexual and Reproductive Rights’ mean to you?  
     
Briefly state your position on comprehensive sexuality education and freedom of choice regarding sexuality. 

     
What activities (if any) have you attended or participated in regarding Youth Rights, Sexual and Reproductive Rights, or Human Rights?
     
What are your main reasons for applying to this study session? 

     
What do you hope to gain from the study session? How will you and your organisation benefit? And how will you take it forward in your work/life?

      

How will you be able to contribute as a participant to this Study Session? (This can be anything from specific knowledge, personality traits, work experience, methods etc.)

     
Which specific issues (from your own experience) would you like to discuss during this Study Session in relation to the posed topics? 

     
Anything else you would like to share? 

     
VISA REQUIREMENTS  
Will you require assistance in obtaining a VISA for France? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes /  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If yes, please indicate: 
Full name (as it appears in your passport):      
Date of birth:       


Place of birth:      
Your Passport number:      

Issued by (authority):       
Issued on (date):       


Expires on (date):      
Address as in passport (if different from home address): 
Street Number and Name:    




    Area:        




    City:         



Postal Code:          



       Country:          




	 

I hereby submit my interest to participate in the YouAct Study Session on “Improving the Health of Young People in Europe: Towards a Sexual Health Strategy” taking place between the 6th and 12th of July, 2008, in Strasbourg, France. . 

I also acknowledge being responsible for arranging my own travel, which will be reimbursed as mentioned in the Call, and providing information to the organizers on time when requested. 

Deadline for receiving applications: May 14th 2008. 
 
 

Name:      
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Date:      
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