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[insert date]

[insert name and title of person to be invited]
Hello,

On behalf of the Mexico YouthForce, I would like to invite you to apply to present on [subject matter] at the Pre-Conference for youth, to be held July 31st through August 2nd,  preceding the XVII International AIDS Conference (AIDS 2008) in Mexico City, Mexico.  Our international task force of youth leaders and adult allies working within the global HIV response have identified you as an expert in this area and hope you will be able to join us.

AIDS 2008: From August 3rd to 8th, Mexico City will host the XVII International AIDS Conference.  AIDS 2008 is expected to be the largest conference on a single health issue, with over 25,000 researchers, government leaders, community workers, activists, and people living with HIV/AIDS expected to attend.  

Young People and the HIV Pandemic: With young people disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS, youth participation in this important global event is not only about respecting their rights but also essential for finding effective solutions to the pandemic.  As such, young people’s participation has been actively sought and woven through every level of the Conference from governance to program planning to presentations to being a delegate.  
Mexico YouthForce: The Mexico YouthForce, a continuation of previous YouthForces at the International AIDS Conferences in Toronto, Bangkok and Barcelona, is a coalition of youth-led and/or youth-serving HIV/AIDS organizations who are working to empower young delegates and promote youth participation around HIV/AIDS before, during and after the XVII Mexico City International AIDS Conference.
Pre-Conference for Youth: As part of a comprehensive strategy to foster young delegates’ meaningful participation within AIDS 2008, the Mexico YouthForce (MYF) is coordinating a three day Pre-Conference for approximately 250 young leaders from July 31st through August 2nd. The pre-conference has two main objectives: 1) To provide technical information and capacity building on the political, scientific, economic and social context of HIV/AIDS  to young people (ages 16 to 26) so they can effectively participate in the five tracks of the XVII International AIDS Conference; and 2) To empower young people through information, advocacy, and relationship-building to be advocates for youth at the main conference, in their home countries and internationally for an end to HIV and AIDS.  The pre-conference is supported by UNFPA.
How to Apply to Present: I have attached a Presenter Application Form for you to complete and return by Friday, June 2nd to myfpresenters@gmail.com. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.  I will follow up with a call in the coming weeks.  

Thank you for considering our request!

Sincerely,

Aleza Summit , USA, Co-Chair (aleza@youthaidscoalition.org)
Ricardo Olin, Mexico Co-Chair
Pre-Conference Subcommittee Members
Daniel Benitez, Dominican Republic

Daniel Serrano, Mexico

Irania Ledesma, Canada/Mexico

Ishwarchandra Haobam, India

Jean Claude Dusingize, Rwanda

Karolien Dekkers,  Netherlands

Mimi Melles, USA

Samantha Mino, Mexico

Sarah Hendriks, Canada

Sarah Stumbar, USA

Victor Renazco, Nicaragua

