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Good morning Madame Chair, Permanent Forum members , State delegates, brothers and sisters. My name is Alancay Morales, member of the brunka people from Costa Rica.
I’m the director of “Indigenous Youth Empowerment for a Borderless Region” project, coordinated by Kus Kura S.C., Movimiento de Juventud Kuna and Youth Challenge International. This project consists on a series of local and regional workshops with indigenous youth on key areas such as leadership, youth empowerment, rights of indigenous peoples among other, leading to the construction of the Indigenous Youth Network in Central America. So far we have about 150 young members from Guatemala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Panama. 
This initiative responds to the recommendations given by youth participants of the Iberoamerican Summit in 2005 and the UNPFII recommendations of 2003 and 2006, regarding indigenous youth participation at local, national and international levels. As it is widely known, active indigenous youth participation on decision making processes local, national and international is very limited. This represents serious consequences for actual and future beneficiaries of our peoples, since youth perspectives have been done through adults, thus, these processes have left outside approximately 30% of the indigenous population.
We urge the UNPFII to include on the recommendations, within the youth and children item to encourage the empowerment, participation and capacity building of indigenous youth on issues such as policy implementation, international/national mechanisms of human rights, leadership and other skills; recognizing positive examples such as the Indigenous Youth Empowerment for a Borderless Region project carried out in Central America.
Active participation o indigenous youth will allow an effective impact on different levels and it will strengthen cultural and experience exchanges between youth representatives from the region.
Today I offer my support and my organization’s support for continuing the empowerment of indigenous youth in Central America and/or other regions for strengthening our participation in the self-determination or our peoples according to our aspirations and needs. 
We know that the progress made in Central America can be accomplished in different regions of the world and we call upon member States, UN Agencies and our brothers and sisters to encourage the participation of indigenous youth.
Thank you very much

