Program's overview 

About Program: 

International Youth Forum 2008 is a forum for youths to learn, share and experience mutual understanding, friendship and cooperation among world youth faiths leader communities through real conversations on what things that matter the most, so that they can be the agents of a peaceful change in their own communities. The IYF 2008 will bring about 300 young people ages of 18-30 from around the world that have been actively engaged or interested in this program.

Program's Goal:

>To promote mutual understanding, friendship and cooperation among interfaith, international, and inter-civilization youth leaders in the world.
>To bring clarity of divisive issues and help forge greater understanding towards peace.
>To build a peace network
>To provide creative space for peace thoughts, interactions, and social movement.
>To build a Global Youth Action Plan and recommendation on achieving MDGs 2015

Program format:

This program will offer a mixing speakers to share their own experiences of peace-building toward MDGs and youth empowerment issue, country paper sessions, inner reflection and sharing in which individuals can share their peace-building stories, panel-discussions, quiet time, world cafe, dialogue, field practice, social workshops involving the local communities, free time, workshop on practical exercises for skill improvement, cultural event, and family groups.

You're invited!:

Every student, young people or NGO member from around the world can participate to IYF2008, with the condition of having age between 18 – 30 years old on June 23, 2008

How to Participate:

Just simply click here to apply and download the application form. Click here to download the program's brochure. (you will need an Adobe Acrobat Reader application to view and read the file)

Date:
23rd – 30th June, 2008

Venue :
Bandung , West Java, Indonesia

	Program Sessions 
	



	




	1.Reflection and Quiet Time
a session at the start of each day to inspire participants and reflect on issues relevant to the conference themes. The usual format involves a short presentation, followed by a period of silence to reflect on the theme(s) discussed. There is also an opportunity for sharing any new insights.
2. Talk Show Plenary Sessions
A talk show plenary sessions will have a theme for each day. Each session will involve a panel of speakers expressing their perspectives and life experiences.
 3. Skill Workshops 
A practical expression of creativity in various mediums - music, dance, drama and art. Participants will hare the outcomes of their workshops at the end of the forum.  
4. Family Group
Time each day is spent in small groups of around 10 people, where each individual is invited to share his/her life story. It is an opportunity to deepen relationships and build mutual trust amongst participants.
5. The World Café 
Whether in small groups or in complex systems, it is through human conversation that we discover shared meaning, access collective intelligence, and evolve the future together. The World Cafe as a metaphor is a guiding image for this core process. 
6. Open Space
It is a way to convene people for a conference, retreat or meeting. "Technology" in this case means 'tool' - a process; a method. Its essential core is the invitation to take responsibility for what you love. The remarkable outcome of this simple idea is that when participants do so, the needs of both the individual and the collective are met.

7. Action Project with Local Community
There will be a special time of a whole day for all participants to visit the Local communities in West Java area and working together doing social work.
8. Cultural Night
Each country represented at the conference will be offered an opportunity to share their history, culture and customs. The intention is to build greater understanding of the diversity of this region, and respect for each others traditions and history. 

 


When will the IYF 2008 take place?
The Forum will be take place on June 23rd to 30th 2008
Where will the IYF 2008 be held?
IYF 2008 will be held at Bandung City in West Java, Indonesia. Bandung is well known as Paris van Java, because it's beautiful landscape and scenery, also known by the city of creative youth, has a great history and where Asia - Africa nations first held their first conference on 1955. You will enjoy the romantic green atmosphere of the city.
Who can participate to International Youth Forum 2008?
Every student, young people or NGO member can participate to IYF 2008, with the condition of having age between 18 - 30 years old.
How do I register?
Visit our IYF 2008's website www.iyf.psap.or.id , download the IYF 2008 application form.doc (64Kb) then send it back after you complete it through email to [image: image2.png]


bandungforum@gmail.com [image: image3.png]


This e-mail address is being protected from spam bots, you need JavaScript enabled to view it [image: image4.png]


, or fax to (62-21) 8294734.
How much is the participant fee?
The participant fee is USD$350 per person.
How can I pay the fee?
All payment should be made by bank transfer.The forum organizer will issue you an official invitation letter and invoice once we already received and reviewed upon we received your application form

How to apply for Indonesian Visa?
Check out to the nearest Indonesian Embassy at your country or their website, you can check by click here and for more detail visa information you can read at the Indonesia Visa information section on this website. 

Do you provide scholarship?
We do not have available funding to provide participants with full scholarships. The available funding to provide a limited scholarship in reducing your forum fee. Therefore we encourage you to seek funding from outside sources both in your local and international communities. Please keep updated with this website.

What does the participation fee includes?
The one-time participant fee covers administration, workshop kit, 8 nights accommodation, meals, local transportation, field trips, organized activities, a friendly airport greeting, an International Youth Forum 2008 diploma and opening & closing ceremonies.
Does the fee include insurance?
No it does not. We recommend you buying insurance at your countries.
How I will be accommodated?
You'll be accommodated randomly; we're trying to mix the nationalities. However, of course we are open for your suggestions, in case you'd like to be with somebody specific in the room. Either way, once you're accommodated it is possible to change the room, just notify us about it.
Is it necessary to participate in all events during IYF2008?
Yes, it is!
Do I receive an evidence of my participation to IYF2008?
Every participant is going to receive a participation diploma.
Where can I find more information about Indonesia and Bandung City?
There are lots of places and websites where you can find useful information about Indonesia and Bandung, for example you can find: here, here and here
How to Apply?      

The application deadline is extend to May 15, 2008

1. Please download the application form by simply click this link: IYF 2008 Application Form.doc (64Kb), please click here for IYF 2008 Leaflet.pdf(2.2MB), please click here for IYF 2008 Poster.jpg (388Kb) 

 2. . Then please send your completed IYF 2008 application form to IYF 2008 Organizing Committee email at  bandungforum@gmail.comThis e-mail address is being protected from spam bots, you need JavaScript enabled to view it as soon as possible.

You'll received a notification e-mail from organizer if your application form approved.

 3. Payment details:

Participant fee is USD$350 per person (excluding money transfer fee). All payment should be made by bank transfer once we already accepted you as a participant. Please make your payment in US Dollar.

The participant fee is split into to halves:

·      First part, of 50 USD, needs to be paid before May 15, 2008 through regular bank transfer. It will be your booking fee.

·     Second part, of 300 USD will be paid on your arrival.

Confirmation of Payment:

A copy of the banking operation shall be sent to the forum secretariat via fax or email. This is to prevent unnecessary focusing problems. We will deliver a receipt as soon as we receive the participation fee payment. 

Important:

1.       Please be informed that you should pay the first halve of participation fee before May 15th, 2008, otherwise we may cancel your participation.

2.       There is no reimbursement if you cancel your participation.

3.       Once you pay your participation fee, please do confirm us to bandungforum@gmail.comThis e-mail address is being protected from spam bots, you need JavaScript enabled to view it 

4.       Participation fee includes:

·   Administration fee,

·   Workshop kit,

·   8 nights accommodation,

·   Meals,

·   Local transportation according to the program,

·   Field trips,

·   Organized activities

5.   The participation fee does not include:

·    Travel expenses (international and domestic travel cost, visa, airport taxes, insurance and etc.).

·    Individual per diems.

·    Logistic expenses (shopping, private dinner, extension of stay, mini bar, laundry, phone call and fax, room services and etc.).

Contact:

If you have questions and inquiries do not hesitate to contact us at the following:

Email address : bandungforum@gmail.comThis e-mail address is being protected from spam bots, you need JavaScript enabled to view it 

Phone/Fax number : +62-21 8294734

IYF 2008 Secretariat : Jl. Salak No.35A, Guntur, Jakarta Selatan Indonesia 12980

Organizers      

Initiatives of Change Indonesia (IofC-Indonesia) is a part of the global network of Initiatives of Change, which is committed to building trust across the world's divides. It comprises people of many cultures, nations, beliefs and backgrounds who are committed to transforming society through changes in individuals and relationships, starting in their own lives. To achieve its goals and ideals IofC Indonesia has been conducting workshops and conferences on youth leadership and multiculturalism. In 2006, Initiatives of Change- Indonesia hosted the 12th Asia Pacific Youth Conference (APYC) under the theme “Healing the Past and Hope for the Future; Creating a culture of Peace”. 

Centre for Religion and Civilization Studies (CRCS) is an Indonesian based organization which committed to creating a peace and civic culture among Indonesian people based on religious and humanitarian values. To achieve that CRCS-PSAP has been conducting some workshops and publishing books about peace education and civic culture.

Millennium Development Goals 

( http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals )

In September 2000, the United Nations held a ground-baking event. Together in New York, the presidents, prime ministers and royalty of the world’s 191 countries, pledged to achieve significant progress around eight major propriety areas by the year 2015. These „Millennium Development Goals” tackle many of the world’s most pressing challenges, and provide an ambitious framework through which many countries are now approaching development.

The Millennium Goals(MDGs) are to:

• Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

• Improve maternal health 

• Achieve universal primary education 

• Combat HIV/Aids, malaria and other issues 

• Promote gender equality and empower women 

• Ensure environmental sustainability 

• Reduce child morality 

• Develop a global partnership for development

Youth have too often been seen as a burden rather than an asset, a group to be taught but not to teach, and to receive not to give. Young people are in fact an ever-growing demographic force: half of the world’s populations under 25 who are disproportionately affected by major global issues. Young people must be actively involved in the effort to continually monitor and measure work towards attainment of the MDGs

As young people, we often feel that we cannot contribute to policy processes. While it is extremely difficult, there are some successful examples of young people getting heard. The report "Youth and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) - Challenges and Opportunities for Implementation" is one of them.

If you want to learn more about the content of the report and how it came about - then read on! 

The Millenium Project and Youth 

In 2002 UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan invited a large group of development experts to form the Millennium Project . Headed by Professor Jeffrey Sachs, a well-known economist at Columbia University in New York, the Millennium Project set out to create a concrete action plan for how the MDGs can be achieved. On January 17, 2005, the Millennium Project Report was released, and it concluded that it is possible to achieve the MDGs by 2015, but not if we continue on today's path. The report outlined a number of steps the world needs to take if we are serious about our ambition to end poverty and human suffering. 

Young people have a special interest in seeing the recommendations of the report transformed into real action. In 2015 many of us will be adults with families and children, and the actions of the world leaders in the next couple of years will do much to determine how the world will look in 10 years. So, how can we as young people get involved with the MDGs? A group of young people has tried to answer that question, after being challenged to do so by Professor Sachs. 

How it all began 

In April 2004 the UN Commission on Sustainable Development held its annual meeting at the UN Headquarter in New York . The Commission meets to review the progress towards sustainable development and then to make recommendations on how we can make that progress better and quicker. It consists of politicians and government officials from member countries of the UN, and members of civil society are invited to join the discussions. A group of dedicated youth from around the world has formed a Youth Caucus through which they participate in the annual Commission meetings in order to ensure that the voices of young people would be heard. During the Commission, Professor Sachs attended a meeting on the MDGs. The Chair of the Youth Caucus asked him how the Millennium Project was going to involve young people as partners. He replied: You tell us. 

Taking on the challenge by Professor Sachs, an international team of youth experts from all over the world formed a working group and decided to write a paper on how young people can get involved with the MDGs. The members, all young people, spent hours researching and consulting with other organizations. In order to ensure a broad representation, a 3-week online consultation with over 350 youth from around the world was held. These efforts, in addition to input based on the experience and expertise of the writers, resulted in the report called "Youth and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs): Challenges and Opportunities for Implementation."

The Youth and MDG Paper

 The report consists of three parts. The first part outlines how youth are already involved in decision-making processes in government bodies and civil society organizations. The level of participation ranges from effective to non-existent. The second part goes into detail on each Goal and describes how young people are affected by the Goal, how young people are already contributing to the Goal, and what can be done to increase youth participation in achieving the Goal. For each Goal there are several "Options for Action" concrete suggestions for how national and international institutions can get more young people involved. The third and final part of the report contains general recommendations and focuses on how young people can get involved with the Goals through raising awareness, taking part in policy decisions, taking action, and networking and collaborating. Overall, the report is a call out to governments and institutions to get more youth involved with the Goals. 

The report was initially released in November 2004, and the working group encouraged everyone to provide comments and feedback. During the space of 4 months, the report was downloaded more than 24,000 times! After all the feedback and comments had been considered, the finalized version of the report was written. The official release took place at the Commission on Sustainable Development on April 19, 2005, one year after the challenge from Professor Sachs.The report will be used as a lobbying tool in upcoming conferences and summits on the MDGs, but most of all, the report aims to serve as a starting point for greater discussion on how young people can get involved with the MDGs.
