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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 				APRIL 17, 2004


RADIO MANIFESTO PRESENTED AT RIO SUMMIT


Young delegates from South Africa, West Africa, India, and the Ukraine are in Brazil this week to talk about their Radio Manifesto.  Broadcasters and broadcasting regulators around the world face a new challenge as the children’s & youth Radio Manifesto is made public at the Rio Summit, the 4th World Summit on Media for Children April 19-23 in Rio de Janeiro (http://www.riosummit2004.com.br).


The Rio Summit brings together two thousand delegates representing film & television companies, all major broadcasters, radio producers, manufacturers of videogames and computer software, as well as 150 youth participants. All are spending five days at a conference that places children’s rights to quality media high on the agenda.


The Radio Manifesto sets out what young people want and what they really need from radio.  Children’s & youth radio groups in many different parts of the world have taken part in discussion workshops since 2001 to prepare their own contributions to the document.  Their wishes for appropriate programming on the radio are presented in the form of a Declaration, with four following sections on Participation, Children’s Rights, Traditional Culture & Entertainment, and Education.


In the introductory Foreword, Bolivian writer and broadcaster Alfonso Gumucio Dagron writes:  Any radio station that claims to be serving the interests of the community and representing the democratic values of a society, has to integrate children and youth into its programming.


In her presentation during the first session of the Rio Summit, World Radio Forum director Sarah McNeill asks Why should we listen to children? and offers an answer: It is that we live at a time when the experience of childhood and youth is utterly different from anything we as adults have ever known.


Youth radio broadcasters at Bush Radio in Cape Town, South Africa pioneered the Radio Manifesto. The World Radio Forum has helped young broadcasters in other countries in Africa and the rest of the world to develop their own contributions to the text. Young people aged 8 - 18 have contributed from townships, remote villages, and the streets of capital cities, together with the new young citizens of emerging democracies. Their Manifesto proclaims strongly to radio authorities the rights, needs, and hopes of young people everywhere.





Why Radio? In many parts of the world, radio is the mass medium with the furthest outreach. When compared to television, it is low cost. It can provide information in local languages. It can link with the Internet to create powerful new opportunities. And radio can bridge the divide between rich and poor providing information, education, and entertainment to all, including people with no access to other mass media. 


Copies of the Radio Manifesto are being distributed in Portuguese, Spanish, and English to participants at the Rio Summit. The text is also available in English as a free download on the World Radio Forum web site (www.worldradioforum.org). Translations into French and Russian will be available at a later date.


The process of contributing to the Radio Manifesto remains open for other children’s & youth radio groups. The World Radio Forum web site offers notes for structuring discussion workshops, which enable young people to develop their thoughts on the issues. If you would like your youth group to contribute to the Manifesto, contact WRF Director Sarah McNeill at smcn@worldradioforum.org.


�


The World Radio Forum is an international group of national, community, and Internet radio producers and broadcasters who make radio for, with, and by children and youth. WRF members work in broadcasting, education, entertainment, development, and social change and hold these two beliefs:


 1) Children and teens should be enabled to participate actively in radio production


2) Radio broadcasters and producers are duty bearers for children’s rights
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For more information contact:


Lou Giansante, WRF Site Administrator


lgiansante@nyc.rr.com


212 924 5076

















