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Training/Employment Opportunity:
Refugee Youth Peer Researcher
(From the Afghan, Karen, and Sudanese communities)
3 Part-time Positions (1 year contract)

Access Alliance Multicultural Health and Community Services works to promote health and well-being and improve access to services for immigrants and refugees in Toronto by addressing medical, social, economic and environmental issues. We envision a future in which diverse individuals, families and communities can achieve health with dignity. 
We are looking for 3 dynamic individuals to become Refugee Youth Peer Researchers on our Refugee Youth Health Research Team. For the first phase, the project is focused on the Afghan, Karen and Sudanese communities. The purpose of this community-based research project is to look at the social factors of mental health for refugee youth, explore how different communities understand and address mental health, and assess mental health service needs and gaps for refugee youth in Canada. In line with community-based research principles, we will work closely with a group of refugee youth from the three communities in designing and implementing this project.    
The Refugee Youth Peer Researchers will:

· Assist with the overall design and implementation of the project

· Assist in developing youth-friendly recruitment posters, training curriculum and tools

· Assist with conducting outreach to and recruiting other refugee youth for the Youth Advisory Committee and for the research

· Work with other refugee youth to make films about refugee youth health issues using a variety of digital media

· Be involved in data collection, data analysis, writing and dissemination 

· Assist with administrative tasks

We are looking for Refugee Youth Peer Researchers who:

· Are 18 – 24

· Are interested in health, mental health and other challenges faced by refugee groups

· Understand the strengths and challenges experienced by refugee youth from Sudanese, Afghan and Karen communities

· Are connected to networks of Sudanese, Afghan or Karen refugee youth

· Are committed to working with immigrants and racialized groups from an anti-racist/anti-oppression point of view

· Are able to work as part of a team

· Are available to work 7 – 10 hours a week

· Have basic proficiency in English

· Want to learn research, community work and video-making skills

· Want to make a difference

· Ability to speak Dari, Farsi, Pashto, Arabic, Sgaw or Burmese an asset

The Refugee Youth Peer Researchers will receive on-going training and mentoring in:

· Community outreach

· Anti-oppressive facilitation skills

· Community based research

· Research methodologies such as focus groups and interviews

· Digital Video filmmaking and art-based research methodologies
· Advocacy and public speaking

Application Deadline: May 21th, 2008
Rate of Pay and Hours: $16.40/hour, 7 hrs/week, May 2008-April 2009
Bargaining Unit position: United Food and Commercial Workers, Local 175

With “Refugee Youth Peer Researcher” in the subject heading Please send your resume and a cover letter by 5:00 pm May 21 to:

Rabea Murtaza, Community-Based Researcher/Peer Trainer
rmurtaza@accessalliance.ca
Access Alliance Multicultural Health and Community Services

340 College Street, Suite 500 Toronto, ON M5T 3A9
Phone: 416-324-8619 ext. 295 
We thank all candidates in advance for their interest, however, only those selected for an interview will be contacted.  We encourage applications from individuals who reflect the broad diversity of communities we work with, including those from racialized and LGBTQ communities.

