OECD Consultation - Building Citizen Centred Policies & Services 
 
Summary – Week 1

1. Do you feel the views of young people are sufficiently included in designing public policy? What are the barriers to participation?

Most participants strongly agree that young people are not sufficiently included in designing public policy, and many feel that policies are created for them without consulting them. Young people expressed that barriers to participation exist both within cultures, within governments, and within young people themselves.
Cultural barriers - Young people feel that governments and the rest of society do not consider young people as ready to contribute constructively to the design of policies. The stereotypes of youth as apathetic and lazy still prevails among many adult, and few genuine opportunities to participate are given to young people. As a participant from Cameroon noted: "Adults have a monopoly of knowledge."
Lack of communication channels and social dialogue – Participants also noted that relevant information about designing public policies seldom reaches young people. Governments do not use the appropriate channels where young people can be reached, and the language and content of the communication is often in a form that young people do not respond to.

Lack of resources and training opportunities – Some participants felt that young people and youth organizations lack the resources and skills required to fully participate in policy-making. In the words of a participant from Cameroon: “[There are] very limited opportunities to develop appropriate skills in leadership, lobbying and advocacy that will permit [young people] to claim rights to participation."
Lack of youth structures – Participants also reflected over the fact that young people have to organize themselves and not only wait for opportunities to be given to them. However, the lack of a national youth platform often make it difficult for governments to consult with a large and representative number of young people. As noted by a New Zealand participant: "While business groups and unions tend to lobby politicians hard, with a strength in numbers, young people lack a similar agency with such strength or power."
Participants also noted that the lack of political will among politicians to listen to youth as a barrier, but they were also optimistic about the future of youth participation. A participant from Nigeria noted: "The reality is that our generation are beginning to have access to all sorts of information sources and are getting more knowledgeable about real issues than many of the older generation."
2. What steps can governments take to facilitate greater youth participation?

Participants were largely in agreement on this question, and two suggestions for government stood out as a way to facilitate greater youth participation:

Support the creation of and institutionalize national youth platforms – Young people want a common platform where they can meet, discuss and advocate their views. Governments should facilitate and support the creation of these platforms, and view young people the same way 
Encourage leadership development and involvement of young people – Governments should offer training skill-building opportunities to young people so they are aware and able to participate in shaping policy. Governments can also hire more young people as civil servants as a way to increase their understanding and input into policy-making.
Other suggestions included integrating civic education into public education, and another common notion among participants was that “It starts with politicians who believe in youth!”
