ABOUT ABORIGINAL CONNECTIONS CANADA 

TakingITGlobal’s Aboriginal Connections Canada is a web-based platform for ideas and expression.  Recognizing the unique culture of Aboriginal youth in Canada TakingITGlobal created the Aboriginal Connections Canada page, which includes an interactive treaty map, Aboriginal Canada statistics, Aboriginal member stories and access to a monthly Aboriginal Connections newsletter.  Aboriginal Connections main objectives include empowering and connecting Aboriginal youth across Canada; promoting youth-led projects; collaborating and capacity building in Aboriginal communities; and creating a resource of opportunities for Aboriginal youth within TakingITGlobal. 
CREATING LOCAL CONNECTIONS CANADA (CLC)PROJECT

Aboriginal Connections Canada is part of the Creating Local Connections (CLC) Canada project.  CLC Canada is a three year program that promotes and supports youth participation in Canada.  The program’s main objectives include raising awareness and providing access to youth opportunities and resources, encourage collaboration and capacity building among individual youth and youth initiatives. 
The project is implemented with support from the J.W. McConnell Family Foundation, and is informed by the Cross-Canada Mapping of Youth-Led and Highly Youth-Engaged Initiatives projects (http://projects.takingitglobal.org/mapping). 

	THE ABORIGINAL TEAM
· National Project Coordinator, Kimia Ghomeshi

· Communications Project Coordinator, Mai Ngo

· Aboriginal Youth Engagement Coordinator, Eriel Deranger

· Nunavut Youth Engagement Coordinator, Allen Auksaq

· Iqaluit Youth Engagement Coordinator, Stacey Aglok MacDonald

· Thunderbay Youth Engagement Coordinator, Pauline Fogarty

· Northern Online Community Connector, Nahka Bertrand

· External Support team: Partner Organizations/ Advisory Committee/ Youth Volunteers
	OUR ACTIVITIES

Aboriginal Web Portal – http://canada.takingitglobal.org/aborginal
· Aboriginal Canada Mapping Project

· Monthly Aboriginal Canada Newsletter

· Youth Opportunity and Resource Database & National Events Calendar

· Panorama and Global Gallery showcasing youth Aboriginal artists and writers

· Aboriginal Canada Discussion Boards


NATIONAL INITIATIVES

· Open Forums – Recognizing the need for youth friendly places, the Aboriginal team can connect youth and youth initiatives through dynamic events that encourage youth reflection, expression and collaboration.
· Aboriginal Developed, Led and Empowered Workshops – A series of arts based, global education, rights based workshops have been developed by the Aboriginal Team and include:
· Guide to Action

· The Right to be Heard

· Language as Violence, Violence as Language

· Understanding the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

· Decolonization and Anti-Oppression

· Webinars and Live Issue Based Chats – web based sessions designed to build capacity and cultivate an empowered youth culture by inviting dialogue, knowledge-sharing, reflections on current events, debate major policy issues, to ultimately strengthen youth engagements strategies.
· Indigenous Youth Network – Indigenous Youth across the world are connecting on the Indigenous Youth network at http://indigenous.takingitglobal.org . This network page connects TakingITGlobal’s Indigenous youth automatically updating you on new Indigenous blogs, posts, events and other relevant information.  When you sign up for a TakingITGlobal membership and identify yourself as Indigenous you are automatically a part of this great network of Indigenous youth around the world.

ABOUT TakingITGlobal

TakingITGlobal is a not-for-profit organization led by youth and empowered by technology.  TakingITGlobal inspires, informs and involves young people around the world to create positive change in their local and global communities.  Headquartered in Toronto, Canada, with a growing worldwide presence, the organiztaion’s flagship program is TakingITGlobal.org, the most popular online community for young people interested in connecting across cultures and making a difference, with hundreds of thousands of visitors each month.

GET INSPIRED, INFORMED AND INVOLVED

Aboriginal Youth are connecting on TakingITGlobal to make a difference in their communities.  We are continuously expanding our partnerships and energetic team.  Don’t hesitate to contact us for more information on how you or your organizations can get involved!

	CONTACT

Aboriginal Connections – CLC Canada

http://projects.takingitglobal.org/aboriginalcanada
aboriginal@takingitglobal.org


	TakingITGlobal

19 Duncan St. Suite 505

Toronto, Ontario M5H 3H1

TEL (416) 977 9363

FAX (416) 352 1898

WEB  http://www.takingitglobal.org


