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Your Excellencies the National Coordinators

Your Excellencies the Ambassadors and High Commissioners present

The Representative of the African Union

The Representatives of the United Nation Agencies

The Representatives of the Group of Friends

The Representatives of the Regional Economic Communities

The Technical Experts from Development Partners

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen

On behalf of the Youth of the Great Lakes Region, allow me to thank the Almighty God for this great meeting. I express my gratitude to the Government and people of the Republic of Zambia for the warm welcome and hospitality extended to us. I thank H.E. President Levy Patrick Mwanawasa of the Republic of Zambia through Hon. Kabinga Pande, the Foreign Affairs Minister for hosting this important Democracy and Good Governance workshop of the ICGLR.
I pay tribute to the Executive Secretary H.E Amb. Liberata Mulamula for her exemplary leadership at the Conference Secretariat, her support for this workshop, and entire secretariat for their tireless commitment to this process.
Your Excellencies,

Your presence in this workshop demonstrates yet another commitment to the implementation phase of the Democracy and Good Governance Cluster of the Pact on Security, Stability and Development that was signed by our Heads of State and Government of the Great Lakes Region in Nairobi in 2006. 

Allow me to thank H.E. Amb. Liberata Mulamula for ensuring that the youth of the Great Lakes Region are involved at all stages of the Regional Follow up Mechanism, well demonstrated by our presence here today.

Your Excellencies,

The task ahead of us now is implementation of the program, projects and protocols within the Pact. As we embark on the operationalisation of the projects related to the cluster on Democracy and Good Governance, allow me to quote Article 14 of the Dar-Es-Salaam Declaration on Peace, Security, Democracy and Development in the Great Lakes Region, it states:


“Declare our collective determination to transform the Great Lakes Region into a space of sustainable peace and security for states and peoples, political and social stability, shared growth and development, a space of cooperation based on the strategies and policies of convergence within the framework of a common destiny which we are determined to build, in line with the aspirations of our people, in conformity also with the full participation of all our peoples, and in partnership with the African Union Vision and Mission, with the full participation of all our peoples, and in partnership with the United Nations, the African Union, and the International Community as a whole.”

Further, allow me to quote Article 33 of the Dar-Es-Salaam Declaration, it states;


“Promote effective participation of the different socioeconomic actors, specifically the private sector, civil society, women and youth in the consolidation of democracy and good governance, particularly through the promotion of good governance at local level, and the emergence of independent and responsible media.” 

Your Excellencies,

Why the youth? Article 46 Paragraph 1 of the Protocol on Democracy and Good Governance of the International Conference on the GLR states:


“Member States shall put in place guidelines aimed at training and promoting participation of the youth in all areas of development.”

The underlying principles of the Pact on Security, Stability and Development are inclusiveness, ownership and partnership, which enhances youth involvement/participation in the process to plan and design the future of the Great Lakes Region. We appreciate the efforts of the Executive Secretary, H.E. Amb. Liberata Mulamula by ensuring that our physical visibility is acknowledged in key meetings of the ICGLR. It is only the Regional Multifunctional Youth Forum of the ICGLR that can claim legal status as a Youth Forum on the African Union Framework witnessed by the support of the eleven (11) Heads of States, compared to other Regional Economic Communities (RECs).
Your Excellencies,

As we focus on the implementation of the Pact, top on our Youth Agenda is to launch and operationalize the Regional Multifunctional Youth Forum (RMYF)
We are optimistic that H.E. Amb. Liberata Mulamula will quickly support the Regional Youth Steering Committee to host the 1st Forum meeting in Nairobi, Kenya proposed for August 2008. We also hope that by the time of hosting the Regional Youth meeting every country will have set up their National Youth Steering Committee on ICGLR for ownership and follow up of the process.
We appeal for continued financial, technical, political and diplomatic support for this process. The need for urgent training on negotiation is more crucial for the Steering Committee members to stand out as representatives of the Great Lakes Region in International Youth Forums. We again appeal for your support.

Your Excellencies,

We propose that every member country of the GLR moves on a platform of one hundred (100) days rapid result initiative commencing 15th of May 2008 to evaluate our achievement as youth in the GLR. This will enable us be better placed to launch the RMYF by August. A lot on dissemination and sensitization is to be done that requires all your support. We take into account the 3rd Summit of the Heads of State and Government of the ICGLR in Kinshasa later this year.

Your Excellencies,

Allow me to bring to your notice that the year 2008 was officially proclaimed by the African Union in February 2008 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, as the Year of African Youth, with the theme: African Youth for Peace and Development, with 1st November, every year being set to celebrate the African Youth Day. We propose to host a major conference to popularise the ICGLR process.
We also propose that a Peace Torch Run will be initiated during the Official Launch of the RMYF that will travel to all countries of the ICGLR as our publicity strategy of the process of GLR. We as youths must take this opportunity as an opening for youth development in the Great Lakes Region. May I also inform you of the African Youth Charter which was adopted in Banjul, Gambia during the Seventh Ordinary Session of the African Union Heads of State and Government Summit on July 2nd 2006 but yet to be signed and ratified to become operational.

Your Excellencies,

As we prepare to unveil new strategies to face the new challenges of the youth in the region, we request for your strong partnership. The Millennium Development Goals are a benchmark for our region and investing in the youth will earn the greatest dividends in the region. We shall foster to develop a new youth citizenry that will enhance democracy and governance in the Great Lakes Region. Our greatest challenge is stability and HIV/AIDs in the region.

Your Excellencies,

We appeal to member countries of the GLR who have not ratified to revisit their mechanism of ratification to operationalize the Pact for creation of more opportunities for youth.

Your Excellencies,

We the Youth of the GLR commend H.E. Hon. Mwai Kibaki, President of the Republic of Kenya and Chair of the ICGLR Summit for the National Peace Accord that has created the coalition government. We salute the then Chair of the Eminent Person, H.E. Kofi Annan in the Kenyan Mediation process. We also thank the African Union for their support, through H.E. President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, President of the United Republic of Tanzania and AU Summit Chair. Our gratitude to H.E. Hon. Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, President of the Republic of Uganda, the Government of the United States of America, H.E. Amb. Mulamula of the ICGLR for their support to the Kenyan Mediation Process.  Allow me to thank H.E. President Levy Mwanawasa for his role as Chair of SADC in the Zimbabwe post-election process.
Your Excellencies,

In my conclusion, allow me to express my gratitude to all those who made it a success for the workshop preparation to take place. We applaud the excellent work of the Group of Friends since December 2003, Co-chaired by Canada and the Netherlands, we are ready to embark on this journey of implementation as we create a new chapter for Democracy and Good Governance in the Great Lakes Region, with the Vision: “Creating a region characterised by deeply entrenched values, principles and norms on democracy, good governance and observance of human rights.” I wish to end with a question; what is your role to the youth in the Great Lakes Region? 

I thank you all.

5th May 2008

Lusaka, Zambia.    

