THE NATIONAL YOUTH POLICY SUMMARY
Summarized by Esther Eshiet and Rotimi Olawale

The National youth policy sets guidelines and provides a framework for all stakeholders to empower the youths to realize their potentials as well capitalize on the available opportunities to make positive contributions to the development of their communities and country. It consists of five parts being; context, challenges, strategies and institutional framework for policy implementation.
2.3- The policy seeks to achieve the following objectives;

· Approach youth issues from a  holistic approach using a general policy framework
· Promote youth participation and ensure youth involvement in decision making

· Reduce youth unemployment
· Address   youth, social, economic and health needs
· Secure stakeholders cooperation

· Mobilize resources for youth programmes and projects
· Promote comprehensive,  and multi - sectoral response to youth programmes and projects

4.1-Owning to the heterogeneous nature of youth, the following have been segmented as identified target groups.
· Students in secondary and tertiary institutions

· Out of school Youth

· Unemployed and under employed Youth

· Youth with disabilities

· Youth engaged in crime and delinquency

· Female Youth

· Gifted Youth

· Rural youth

· Young people living in the street

· Young men and women living with HIV/AIDS.

· Youth engaged in and affected by armed conflict situations.

· Illiterate Youth

· Youth addicted to drugs and chemical substances

· Domestic servants/helpers

· Sex Workers

5.1 -To achieve the following objectives above; the priority themes and strategic interventions identified include;
5.2- Youth and Education 
Goal: The policy shall promote equal access to quality education, educational opportunities for all youth in Nigeria irrespective of sex, ethnicity, religious belief, geographical location, and socio-economic circumstances.

5.3- Youth and Employment

Goal: The Youth Policy shall promote the provision of a wide range of vocational, flexible employment opportunities, decent working conditions, and life skills which will in turn enable youths in Nigeria to find and maintain gainful employment and sustainable livelihood without any form of discrimination

5.4- Youth and Health
Goal: The Youth Policy shall promote the optimal health and development of all young men and women in Nigeria through the design and implementation health services that will promote and maintain a healthy youth population.

5.5- Youth and Environment
Goal:  The National Youth Policy shall promote awareness amongst young men and women in Nigeria on the issues associated with the environment and actions needed to improve the environment.
5.6-Youth and Drug abuse
Goal: The National Youth Policy shall promote drug control strategies aimed at reducing drug abuse among young people in the country thereby curtailing the consequences of drug abuse in the country.

5.7- Youth and Crime
Goal: The National Youth Policy shall promote the prevention of delinquent and criminal behaviour among youth in the country and also promote community based preventive measures to youth crime

5.8- Youth and Science and Technology
 Goal: The National Youth Policy shall promote the awareness of the opportunities offered by Science and Technology amongst young people in the country, and also encourage the use of appropriate technologies by them
5.9- Young Women and Girls
Goal: The National Youth Policy shall promote full participation of young women in the development of the Nigerian society recognizing that young women are unique and distinctive individuals with rights and responsibilities similar to those of young men.

5.10-Youth and HIV/AIDS
Goal: The National Youth Policy shall promote reduction in the spread of HIV/AIDS infection among youth in the country and also lessen the impact of the epidemic on those infected and affected by the disease, and prepare young people to survive in a world with AIDS
5.11-Youth, Sports and Recreation
 Goal: The National Youth Policy shall promote the participation of young men and women in a wide range of leisure and sporting activities, and also ensure that leisure time and opportunities constitute a right to be protected rather than a privilege.
5.12-Youth and Participation in Decision making
Goal: The National Youth Policy shall promote the right of young people to be heard and to express their views constructively on all matters that affect them, and have their views respected by all.
5.13-Youth and Conflict Prevention/Peace building
Goal: The National Youth Policy seeks to promote the prevention of outbreak of violence and the escalation of conflict situations across the country, and also promote active youth-involvement in peace building and prevention of violence in the country.

5.14-Youth and Agriculture
 Goal: The National Youth Policy shall promote the involvement and full participation of young men and women in the agricultural sector of the country.

5.15-Youth and Arts & Culture

Goal: To promote the participation of young people in various forms of arts and culture, and to ensure that young people have a sound understanding of their culture and heritage.

5.16- Youth and Information and Communication Technologies (ICT)

 Goal: The National Youth Policy shall seek to raise the level of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) awareness among young men and women in the country.
5.17-Youth and Family life

 Goal: The National Youth Policy shall promote the re-engagement of families in providing appropriate atmosphere that protect against the risk of young people engaging in unhealthy or antisocial behaviour in the country.

5.18-Youth Migration 

Goal: The National Youth Policy shall seek to reverse the migration crisis involving young people who risk their lives to emigrate at all cost to Europe, North America and other parts of the world 

5.19-Youth and Poverty
The National Youth Policy shall put in place necessary mechanisms that will eliminate absolute poverty among young men and women in the country.

6.1-Policy implementation and resource mobilization
  This policy is a multi-sectoral one, and its effective implementation is also guaranteed if approached from that perspective; it emphasizes the political will at all levels.

It recognizes the relevance of resources in its implementation and categories this into three;

6.3.1 Human resources;

· Promotion of leadership training programmes and survival skills for young people

· The formulation of manpower policy  for youth development programmes

· The commencement of short term in-service trainings

6.3.2 Financial resources
· Increase in internal funding for youth programmes

· Provision on annual budgetary allocations for youth

· Establishment of National youth development Tax fund

· Mobilisation of external funds for development partners
· Promotion  of private sector initiatives

6.3.3 Material/Technical resources

· Provision of technical equipments for health, education and  recreational needs

· Availability of technical expertise and support in policy implementation 
6.3.4 Inter-agency coordination
This is very necessary to avoid duplication of efforts and effective implementation of this policy. Partners here include, governments, development partners, civil society organisations and the private sector.
7.1 Institutional framework
 Agencies in charge of the implementation of  this policy include;
· Federal Ministry of Youth Development
· National Youth Development Council
· Youth Development Fund
· The Youth Development Act
· National Youth Development Agency
· National Youth Advisory Committee
· State Ministries and Local Government Departments In Charge Of Youth Affairs
· National Youth Service Corps (NYSC)
· Youth Associations and NGOs
· Students’ Unions
· National Youth Council (NYC)
· Private Sector Organisations
· International Organisations
· Mass Media
7.2 Monitoring, Evaluation and Research
This would be carried out by all stakeholders and at al levels of governments.

7.3 Periodic review of policy

This would be carried out very five years, to keep the policy up to date in tackling the various new challenges that face youths.

Notes: This is summary was prepared to serve as a quick view of the youth policy, it is useful to view  the entire document and its implementation strategy.
