National Youth Policy E-consultation 

Summary – Week 1 
Question 1: Do you support the new youth age definition?

Most participants were in support of the new youth age definition of (18-30), stating that is more realistic and it is in line with the UN definition of Youth. A participant from Oyo State noted that “Bringing the youth age definition down will help to push Into adulthood a lot of young people who want to remain on the youth scene forever and also give a fresh generation chance at leadership”.
Others who were in contradiction stated the need for a line to be drawn between chronological age and mental age.
Question 2: What activities do you think the National youth policy can propose to improve the lot of the priority groups?
Participants endorsed the activities already stated in the policy and suggested that programme contents for these priority groups should focus on value re-orientation.

There was also a call for the review of the objectives and contents of the NYSC programme a participant from Lagos state, puts in this way “I think the FG should revisit the intent and content of the NYSC programme, Imagine if you spend the 3 weeks mandatory orientation camp in entrepreneurship classes and afterwards the state government through SMEDAN gives loans to viable business plans, do you know how many businesses will be created in our states”
Question 3: Is there any priority group that has been left out that you think deserves to be included?

Many participants observed that the policy is comprehensive in the categorization of priority groups; however, they strongly suggested that the Nigerian Youth in Diaspora should be included. A participant from Lagos State stated that “this Class of young people are a critical mass, whose contributions are extremely important and should not be ignored”. 

The Policy was also called to address the xenophobic attacks faced by this group in South Africa, Spain and other countries.
Other groups suggested for inclusion were Men having sex with Men(MSM) and Women Having Sex with Women(WSW).
Question 4: Please suggest activities for these group (Illiterate Youth, Youth addicted to drugs and chemical substances, Domestic servants/helpers, Sex Workers)

Participants suggested second chance programmes which may include Rehabilitation, Reintegration and skills development activities for these category to enable them to move them from their present status to that of normalcy and independence.
