Week 2 Questions

3. Making Cities Economically Productive and Equitable

Cities are major economic drivers. They provide opportunities to realise dreams as much as they destroy dreams. Increasingly, cities are not fulfilling dreams for many poor and young women and men living in them. Educational and employment opportunities, in both the formal and informal sectors, are few compared to the numbers of poor and young residents in need of these opportunities. Due to poverty, increasing numbers of young women and men have to forego school to work in the urban informal economy.

Harmonious urbanization can only be achieved when there is equity in economic opportunities and equitable distribution of resources, assets, and decision making power. This is especially significant for young women and men as they are a majority of the populations in most of towns and cities of the developing world.

Questions

a) In your town or city, what sectors of the economy (both formal and informal) are young women and men engaged in? What kinds of work are they doing?

In Uganda the informal sector is playing a bigger role on employing many young women and men. Most of the young men prefer to live around towns or in communities with many people and they ride passenger motor bike and bicycles (locally known as boda bodas) to earn a living. Some operate as taxi conductors, street vendors and others as market vendors. For young women under the informal sector do craft work, street vending, house maid (house girls as they are referred to here) and others prostitution mainly in slums.

The formal sector on the other hand is dominated by a few graduates who have been able to secure good jobs in financial institutions, sales and supply management firms, store attendants.

However many other young men and women are students in secondary school and universities  meaning they do not qualify for the formal sector jobs so they tend to indulge in some activities of the informal sector.

b) What do you see as the consequences of urban economic inequality for youth? Are the consequences different for young women compared to young men?

Well the consequences are pretty discouraging, these range from increased school dropouts as the youth seek to find more time to work as compared to keeping in school where they do not to earn no money at all to cater for their growing needs, increased prostitution, not forgetting increased crime rate.

Yes, the consequences differ in a sense that the young women get to cover up their financial need by falling in love with older men (sugar daddies) who can facilitate them as per their needs where as the boys seek find blue collar jobs, stealing other people's property to help them earn a living for the day. 

However school dropouts are a common issue both in young women and young men following from economic inequality in youth. 

c) What three strategies or initiatives would you recommend to your municipal government to increase the economic options for young women and men in your town or city?

· First step should be changing the mode of education such that it prioritize job maker over job seekers.

· More so students should be allowed time to do some work to help them earn some money to facilitate them as their parents may not be in position to provide for all their needs.

· The government should encourage, facilitate and introduce youth programmes from time to time to promote youth activities and promote their well being.

d) What should be the role of young women and men in the abovementioned strategies or initiatives?

· The youth should carefully choose what careers they should take on and be ready to work hard to create jobs for a few unfortunate who are not in position to employ themselves.

· Young men and women who happen to be students should be careful and make sure that they manage their time quite well for school and other economic activities as money can easily influence them to dropout of school.

· The youth should be innovative on programmes introduced, speak out for their rights and be able to propose what they think can benefit them and their communities. 

4. Harmonizing the Built and Natural Environments

Like any other organic system, cities consume, metabolize and transform energy, water and materials into goods and waste. As cities consume a significant share of the world’s energy they are also responsible for a considerable share of the greenhouse gas (GHGs) emissions. However, cities are not equal and there is not a direct correlation of population densities to the production of GHGs. Often the metropolises of the South produce less GHG emissions than smaller urban centres of the North. Consumption and lifestyles, types of transportation systems and infrastructure, city form, types of energy sources and consumption from households to industry and commerce, airport volume, etc. all have impacts on GHG emissions. 

Other long standing urban environmental issues continue to challenge cities. These include: air pollution, discharge of sewerage and industrial effluent into water bodies, solid and liquid waste management, the growth of urban centers and thus human settlements into wetlands, mangroves, woodlots, forests, mountain and hill slopes and river channels and the accompanying loss of habitats and biodiversity. Parallel with this is the inequitable distribution of wealth and the poor quality of the living and working environments of poor women and men, young and old. 

Questions

a) What are the major urban environmental issues in your town or city? Do you see a differential impact of these issues on women and men?

 In an attempt to make the industrial sector more productive, air and water pollution are the major environmental issues in my city. For example if you went to the industrial area which is just 5 minutes out of Kampala, you would note that industrialization is doing more harm than good. Most of the industrial gases pollute the air we breath and the wastes are disposed in the wetlands and trenches hence running back into the lakes where we of course get the water for domestic use. Automobiles are also contributing equally on global warming not forgetting the hamming sound the industries produce which in one way or another affect the environment. Another burning issue is deforestation and reclaiming wetlands in an attempt to build more industries and urbanization.

I think both the young men and women have equal liability as regards the environmental issues hence the impact of these issues is more or less the same.

b) Are young women and men in your town or city engaged in urban environmental issues? Please elaborate how. If not, why do you think they are not engaged?

At one point in time I had a feeling young men and women in my city were engaged in urban environmental issues and thats when a demonstration was carried out around the country over one National Forest Reserve (Mabira Forest) but only to notice that after a very ruthless demonstration, the youth did not care about other issues say swamp reclamation and air pollution mainly by industries. However in a low developing country like Uganda I do not think the young men and women are to blame for this because they have bigger personal loads on them which they need to take care of on their own and other general issues seem not to be minor as compared to personal issues. Therefore the young women and men in my country have abandoned most of the environmental issues as they are more of a public concern and not personal at all.

So from the above not I will not say they are engaged or not because the truth is they are inactively involved but literally they seem not to be engaged.

c) As a young woman or young man, what do you think are the three major urban environmental issues that could enable harmonious urbanization?

· The government and environmental organisations should sensitize the young men and women about the environmental issues in their towns, how these issues can affect their communities and show them that they have equal liability over these issues as any other member of the society and how they can check these issues. 

· The local governments should consider environment a priority over urbanization and make sure that they consider how to deal with environmental issues affecting their areas of operation.

· Government and environmental organisations should introduce more youth led programs to check environmental issues that way making them actively engaged in environmental issues.

d) What do you see as the role of young women and men in bringing this about environmental change?

I believe the youth are the tomorrow of our Nation so their role is to sensitize masses about dangers of environmental degradation and looking for measures to check the rising number of environmental issues.

To accomplish this, the youth need to play a leading role on all environmental cases not only in Uganda or my city but in the whole word at large. 
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