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Rights and Realities

in promoting sexual and reproductive health and rights 

International Conference

10 and 11 November 2008, Rotterdam, the Netherlands

A two-day conference organised by 

World Population Foundation and Youth Incentives



Are you struggling with implementing sexual and reproductive health and rights projects using a Rights Based Approach? Do you sometimes feel squeezed in between international rights and local realities? Do you wonder how we can truly hold people accountable for protecting and safeguarding rights?
Then you should attend our conference!

In an open, respectful atmosphere the conference will deal with the challenges of a Rights Based Approach (RBA) and identify strategies in how to overcome them. The conference is meant for policymakers, programme officers, field staff, NGO-representatives and youth organisations who have to deal with sexuality issues in their professional work. We invite you to share experiences, learn from each other, inspire and get inspired.


Objectives

The two day conference is aiming to:

· Provide an inventory and analysis on the challenges in implementation of a Rights Based Approach in the field of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights 

· Identify strategies and tools to overcome challenges in a Rights Based Approach 

· Provide a platform for networking and exchange

How do you implement a Rights Based Approach in the reality you are working in?
This is the central question that World Population Foundation and Youth Incentives put forward at a two-day International Conference “Rights and Realities in promoting sexual and reproductive health and rights”. At this conference challenges related to the implementation of a RBA in the field of sexual and reproductive health and rights will be further explored and discussed. On the basis of best practices, strategies will be identified how to overcome these challenges.

The program consists of presentations and interactive workshops. Presentations are given on a RBA in sexual and reproductive health and rights. In workshops participants will address day to day realities with rights based issues of empowerment, accountability, participation, poverty and non-discrimination. The conference will be closed with a panel identifying positive forces that can contribute to better sexual and reproductive health and rights. A network lounge will provide opportunities for more in-depth discussion and networking.  

Background

Most actors working in the field of sexual and reproductive health and rights, nowadays have adopted a Rights Based Approach. The goal of a RBA is to give people the power, capacities, and access needed to improve their own lives, strengthen their own communities and influence their own destinies. Many countries have laws that guarantee sexual and reproductive health and rights. International human rights standards provide tools to hold governments accountable to implement these rights at national level. 

However, in practice it is not always easy and straight-forward to implement a RBA in the field of sexual and reproductive health and rights. Limits and challenges to the implementation of a RBA exist due to political, social, cultural, economical and religious barriers. For example, how can one address the accountability of governments without jeopardising constructive cooperation? Or how does your organisation deal with sexual diversity in a country where only heterosexuality is allowed. These are just examples of a whole range of dilemmas that may occur. 

The conference itself will be free of charge. The organisers however do not have the financial resources to cover travel costs and daily allowances of participants. Formal invitation and registration will follow later this year. 

Organisers

World Population Foundation
WPF is a Dutch non-profit organisation aiming at the improvement of reproductive and sexual health and rights in developing countries.

WPF supports local organisations to enable men, women and young people to decide freely and responsibly about their sexual lives and the number and spacing of their children and to ensure that they have the information and means to do so. WPF advocates in the Netherlands, Europe and around the world for supportive policies and resources. Every human being has the right to choose and the right to a safe and voluntary reproductive life.

www.wpf.org

Youth Incentives
Youth incentives is the International programme of the Rutgers Nisso Groep, the Dutch

Expert Centre on Sexuality.

Rutgers Nisso Groep promotes equal sexual relationships, to safeguard and improve sexual well-being and reproductive health, to safeguard sexual and reproductive rights and emancipation of sexual minorities. Rutgers Nisso Groep conducts research, develops and implements innovative interventions for sexuality education, prevention of unwanted  pregnancies, STIs/HIV, sexual abuse and sexual violence and collects and disseminates information and literature.

www.youthincentives.org







