Answers to week four questions as presented by Antony Ndegwa from KENYA

5. Preserving the Historical Roots and Soul of the City

Cities are not just brick and mortar; they represent the dreams, aspirations and hopes of societies. In a way, each city has its own ‘personality’, with its strengths and weaknesses, failures and successes. A city’s ‘soul’ is exhibited through its cultural heritage (e.g. historical features, crafts and special agricultural or industrial products, musical traditions, natural features, etc) its traditions and its social fabric (e.g. language, culture, traditions, family and social struggles) – in other words, its ‘intangible assets’. A city may have excellent facilities and infrastructure, but it may lack social cohesiveness, while another city may have high poverty levels but an extremely high sense of its own history and culture.

Well being is not only based on the material standard of living but also on the quality of our social engagements, our spiritual expression, our ability to take part in decisions that affect our lives and to engage intellectually and creatively. How does the ‘soul’ of the city influence your growing-up?

Questions

a) As a young woman or man, what are the ‘intangibles’ that your city offers you?

Response
· Social security
· A variety of language and cultural heritage from various communities
· Free association to religion of my choice and freedom of worship
· Social cohesion through friendships
· Family relationship
· Ethnicity
· Tribalism
· Corruption 
· Technology
 
b) What expressions of this ‘intangibility’ give you the most meaning and why?

Response
· Family relationship-Been associated with a certain family or rather family networks gives one a sense of belonging, identity and this differentiates you from other people
· Variety of language and cultural heritage-It is well known that environment influences behavior, therefore been in an environment with a variety of cultural heritage enriches my capacity to relate to other ethnic groups with ease
· Ethnicity-My association to a certain major ethnic group, builds self confidence in me to relate with others in the community. 
· Social security-Feeling of appreciation by other members of the society boosts ones skills to relate and socialize

· Technology-Through technology I have been able to improve various aspects of my lifestyles. For example communication channels.
c) What are the ‘intangibles’ that you do not like?

Response 
· Tribalism –Favors based on ethnicity of the community have resulted to inadequate, inappropriate and unequal distribution of resources leading to hatred and to extents of ethnic wars
· Corruption-This has resulted to mismanagement of resources and economic flaws 

d) What is or can be the role of young women and men in the abovementioned ‘tangibles’ and ‘intangibles’ for harmonious urbanization for your city?

Response
· Embrace adequate and appropriate change and technology, through its appreciation, promotion and adoption.

· Shun ethnic divisions of interest and promote healthy recognition and respect for the available ethnic groups within their surrounding.
· Respect for life and humanity at all levels will influence harmonious coexistence within the community members
· Be on the fore front to cub vices of corrupt dealings and seek transparency at all levels
 


6. A City for All Generations
Cities are about the people who in live and work in them. Cities are socially, politically and economically vibrant and dynamic due to the creativity, engagement and investments of the diversity of their residents - young and old, men and women, rich and poor. Cities also reflect their age through history, as in the heritage of their physical form and cultural wealth. Cities reflect their age through the ages and lives of its current generations. For much of the developing world, children and young people are the majority population. In sharp contrast, the industrialized world is experiencing a significant increase in the population of elders. Demographics are key in city making. How cities involve and respond to the well being of their different generations is also a factor in harmonious urbanization. For towns and cities of the developing world, the younger generations are key constituents and actors.
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Questions

a) How does your city engage young women and men?
Response
· Young women and men are viewed to be a flexible hence they have been considered as Agents of change.

· Young men and women posses to much energy and rich of ideas, thus in Kenyan cities most young women and men have been engaged in the production industry to enhance economic change

· Young women and men have the potential ability to interact among themselves and others, since they have limited boundaries set for them by the society as well as their explorative capability; hence our cities have engaged them as agents of interaction within various ethnic groups and other social groupings. For example through intermarriages, 

· Illiteracy has for ages been the cause of reluctant growth and development in our cities, thus to eradicate this, cities have promoted the importance of education through mobilizing many young women and men to pursue education as the only assuring way to success.

· Most Young men and women are languishing in poverty and lack for alternative economic activities; this has influenced their vulnerability to exploitation by the affluent in the society

b) How are the priorities of young women and men addressed by your city?
It would be so unfair to completely assume and say that the society has completely disregarded the plight of young women and men, though still more needs to be done to address issues affecting the youth in the society at a wider level. Some of the initiatives taken by the society are;- 
· Policies have been reviewed and new ones formulated to address the needs of the young within various legal, institutional, social, political and economic frameworks. 
· Campaigns meant to improve the welfare of young women and men have been initiated at political levels.

· Education for the young in the society has been promoted through mechanisms such as scholarship and provision of bursaries to the less economically able in the society.
· The local municipal government through various stakeholders is committed towards creation of employment and other economic alternatives for the youth to boost their economic welfare
c) What are three key issues that are important to young women and men of your generation and are not being addressed by your municipal government?
Response
· Adequate, standard and affordable education-Emphasis on the importance of education has always been on the limelight in our societies, as the most likely assuring gateway to success. This has resulted to scams within the education systems to distort of money naïve young women and men who are desperately looking for adequate education. Systems set as checks within the municipal government on the quality and adequacy of education, to suit and attract many young men and women to pursue it, have been curbed by irregular and corrupt dealings.
· Employment-Poverty levels within our communities in municipal are increasing alarmingly. This has largely been attributed by the high number of unemployed young women and men, limiting their capacity to productively contribute towards growth and development of the community. The municipal government has failed to recognize and boost initiatives by young women and men to innovatively seek alternative means of earning an income. For example, small scale industries have been marginalized by hefty charges put on registration of businesses and licenses, competition from imported products, insecurity within their working environment. These are some factors that the government can address to boos local industries and businesses. 
· Equitable Resource/opportunity allocation and distribution-As we all seek to improve our lifestyles and the lives of our neighborhoods young people have been somehow ignored in equitable distribution of resources and opportunities. The municipal government mandated to uphold integrity and present the needs of all at national debates and during policy formulation processes, have failed to keep to the expectations of whom they represent. Apathy and selfish interest guiding those in power, have led to distribution of public resources and opportunities within their circles of family, clans and friend networks. This limits opportunity to many young women and men who probably are best fit for such opportunities 
· Good governance

· Corruption free generation

· Free Mobility
· Secure environment

· Cultural erosion-language erosion,

· Environmental Pollution-health complications and decreasing life span
· Support for the physically handicapped


d) What is (or can be) the role of young women and men in realizing the abovementioned issues?

Response
· Appreciation of their culture
· Innovativeness and seek to other income generating activities other than employment
· Exercise values such as,
· Become role models by engaging themselves in the political arena
· Take advantage of educational opportunities that arise; free primary education for all in Kenya
e) Does Internet Communications Technology (ICT) have a role to play in facilitating harmony or dis-harmony? Please elaborate. 
Response:

It is apparent that any technology is cubed by both positive and negative factors. What matters is how we select, address and put controls to these contentious arguments. 
Internet communication technology also technically known as virtual communication has a major role in he promotion of harmony within the community. Through its characteristic feature, it has proved to be an effective tool to enhance communication, exchange of information from one subject to another. Communication by either means is the basis to a harmonious society. Virtual communication through its enticing and enabling features has largely promoted the use of information and communication technology (ICT) by all ages of the society owing to its efficacy and adequacy. ICT promotes friendship in various ways such as internet chats with pen pals, e-mail and phone calls. 
Information and communication technology is a very critical issue towards any nation’s growth and sustainability because as stated by Arnold Pacey, “If we must develop as a global village in our socio economic and political domains we must think ICT, talk ICT, trust ICT and try ICT. Indeed we must make ICT our basic life because a lapse in it, our oil boom becomes oil doom. It has defined the masters and servants, developed and developing and the knowledgeable and illiterate”. An empowered youth generation equals positive change to both the present and future status of a country. The youth have talent, ability, vigor, and willingness not to mention interest towards ICT therefore, if nurtured well they would use it as a great tool towards economic development and social sustainability which results to solidarity and peace as well as harmony.
Through mans fulfillment of his economic and selfish intentions, ICT has been used as the means for such operations hence influencing a wicked society through negative publications such as pornography and spread of malicious propaganda via the internet.
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