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Switzerland
Ambassador Mark Dybul

United States Global AIDS Coordinator

INSERT ADDRESS
Re: Search for the Selection of the UNAIDS Executive Director

Dear Excellencies:

We, as young advocates within youth-led and youth serving organizations, have been actively following the selection process for the next UNAIDS Executive Director. As the Search Committee moves forward, we would like to raise certain key issues regarding HIV and AIDS and young people that must be considered during the search for a new Executive Director.  

Firstly, we would like to express our sincere appreciation and esteem for the leadership and commitment toward youth issues and youth leadership that Dr. Peter Piot has exhibited during his tenure as Executive Director of UNAIDS: he has championed efforts to involve young people in the global response to HIV with conviction and dedication. Now that the process to select a new Executive Director is underway, we believe it is particularly important to take note of UNAIDS’ commitment to young people and continue to build momentum under new leadership.

Despite some progress, targets on youth HIV issues (on reducing prevalence among youth, providing comprehensive prevention information, education and services, and ensuring full participation) have been drastically unfulfilled by the international community. Infections continue to rise among our peers, and young leaders are still marginalized out of national AIDS responses and international decision making. UNAIDS’ leadership on youth issues is critical at this juncture, and we are concerned that without strong support from the new Executive Director, progress could backslide even further. 

In the search for the new Executive Director, we ask that the Committee prioritize the following commitments and track potential candidates’ records on these issues:

· Fostering meaningful youth participation: Young people aged 15-24 account for nearly half of new HIV infections, yet are often left out of important policy-planning, decision-making, and budget-allocating processes. Young people are particularly vulnerable to HIV infection; and many young people are sex workers, men who have sex with men, injecting drug users, and others.  Young people often lack access to comprehensive sexual and reproductive health information and services. Furthermore, young people are highly-committed leaders in the global response to AIDS.  It is vital for young people to voice their perspectives, needs, and achievements, and to meaningfully participate in all levels of decision-making and implementation processes. The new Executive Director must be committed to ensuring meaningful youth participation within UNAIDS, as well as in local, national, regional, and international fora.
· Taking urgent action to achieve youth-related universal access targets by 2010: We are now just two years away from the 2010 target for achieving universal access to treatment, prevention, care, and support; yet as of 2007, an estimated 5.4 million young people between the ages of 15 and 24
 were living with HIV and only 40% of young men and 36% of young women could correctly identify ways of preventing transmission and reject the major misconceptions about HIV transmission.
 The new Executive Director must take urgent action to effectively respond to stigma and discrimination towards young people, particularly young people living with HIV; to ensure that comprehensive sexuality education—which educates youth about all available choices and is not based on abstinence-only models—is  available and accessible; to provide comprehensive sexual and reproductive health services and counseling that are confidential and non-judgmental for all young people, including young people living with HIV. 
The above points constitute key criteria that must be considered when selecting the new Executive Director to guarantee that the progress made under Dr. Peter Piot’s leadership sustains itself. In addition to this, we ask that the committee explicitly encourage people openly living with HIV to apply for the position, as is UNAIDS practice. 

We urge the Selection Committee to examine the candidates’ positions and past leadership on youth issues and ensure that the selected candidate be able to continue UNAIDS’ progress on these matters. 

Sincerely, 
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