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A CALL FOR LEADERSHIP

Youth Leadership Forum (YLF)

Satellite session on an interactive panel of debaters

International AIDS Conference – AIDS2008

Mexico City, 2008

Introduction

More than half of new HIV infections occur among young people between the ages of 15 and 24; young people aged 10-24 account for half of the 5 million HIV infections each year, resulting in 6,000 infections everyday.  Globally, 12 million young people are living with HIV and AIDS.  Young women are at an even greater risk and comprise 62% of HIV infected youth.  

Youth are one of the most vulnerable groups prone to HIV infection, and make up a large portion of vulnerable population groups.  Poverty and discrimination increase the susceptibility to HIV infection of young people who are LGBTQ, sex workers, injecting drug users, AIDS orphans and vulnerable children, and other marginalized groups. Youth living with HIV are especially marginalized, despite the crucial role they play in changing the risk behaviours of their peers and advocating for their rights. These youth need a special focus in the conference agenda to increase dialogue and political will, and to create opportunities for their leadership.

Programs focused on youth with active youth involvement have proven very successful. However, many global, national, and local leaders continue to leave young people out of interventions affecting our lives.  It is necessary to engage, encourage, and acknowledge young people as assets in the fight against the HIV and AIDS epidemic.  

As the largest international gathering on a health-related issue, the International AIDS Conference (IAC) has consistently served as a landmark event for the AIDS community. Since the Barcelona International AIDS Conference in 2000, the YouthForce has served as the collaborative mechanism for young people, organizing and mobilizing youth leaders and ensuring their access to key government and civil society leaders.   Through this coordination, youth voices are heard, programs and research that affect youth are discussed and evaluated, influential adults are rallied to support youth-led programming, and international commitments favourable to youth are made.

With the International AIDS Conference in Mexico City (August 3-8, 2008), the YouthForce has another chance to empower young people, advocate for current and critical issues affecting youth worldwide, and further pinpoint current strategies for effective change. 

As part of a comprehensive strategy to promote youth participation and the inclusion of youth issues in the main outcomes of the conference and achieve international and individual commitments which promote youth leadership and mitigate the impact of HIV and AIDS on young people, the MYF will hold the Mexico AIDS 2008 Youth Leadership Forum (YLF).
The participation of young people in International AIDS Conferences took a leap forward in 2006 in Toronto’s YLF.   We now believe that it is time to take the next step, and allow young people the entry into the main conference program with true youth participation. 

Description

This YLF will be a space for and by young people which will run for 90 minutes, and will be developed and presented by the Mexico 2008 Youth Programme and Mexico YouthForce at the XVIII International AIDS Conference. 

Main Objective

The AIDS 2008 YLF will provide a venue for youth delegates from around the world to advocate for our rights in high level planning with regards to the Global HIV and AIDS epidemic with high profile adult and young leaders.

The YLF will review the main outcomes of the Mexico 2008 Youth Pre-conference, within the context of young people as a heterogeneous and vulnerable population in the framework of Universal Action.

Specific Objectives

1. Provide a platform to mainstream the key themes and messages of the youth pre-conference into the Mexico 2008 and future AIDS conference discussions and outcomes.

2. Strategize on ways to collaborate together (through commitments, tangible goals, partnership ideas) in Universal Action in regards to HIV prevention, treatment and support initiatives for young people. 
2. Increase youth input into programme development, such as ways in which global leaders and youth can work together and strategies for strengthening the voice of youth
Format

The YLF will have an innovative and participatory format designed as an interactive, moderated debate with six panelists highlighting solutions, and driven by audience Q&A.  

The forum will have one moderator, two adult leaders from diverse areas of expertise and four young leaders from different vulnerable groups. The young people will be representative of different geographical regions and varying age groups. They will be selected to ensure that there is at least one male and one female.

The session will begin with one young leaders presenting the most important outcomes of the youth pre-conference. Next, the moderator will choose a topic and the audience will participate with their questions and concerns, to which panelists will comment on.  The first topic will focus on what the other four panelists are doing for youth (achievements, challenges, opportunities, etc) in the context of Universal Action.  

The forum will end with a dialogue of panelists and audience defining ways to move forward in regards to how the results of the pre conference can be integrated into what leaders are already doing in the global response to HIV and AIDS and in addressing the susceptibilities of young people in the different vulnerable groups.

General Information
Session type:  Satellite session.  An interactive panel, with audience Q & A

Session will be held on: 

Day: Tuesday August 5, 2008 

Time: From 18:30 – 20:30 hours 
Venue: Banamex Centre, Session room 10

Moderator
Nina Martinez, Ambassador, Hope’s Voice.  USA (Moderator)
Pedro Cahn, President, IAS.  Argentina (Chair)
Specific guidance / requirements / requests:

Provide introduction and closing to forum, moderate and facilitate discussions, control time and direct questions and conversations toward tangible results.

A very proactive and dynamic role is expected from the moderator in terms of contributing with comments and questions to a vivid discussion among the panellists, avoiding the classic format of four presentations followed by limited Q&A from the audience. Management of time will be a key issue.
Panellists
Young persons:
1. MYF Pre conference Subcommittee member (TBD at pre conference) 
2. Igor Mocorro, Philippines, Activist, Youth AIDS Filipinas Alliance.
3. Prateek Suman, India, Lawyer, chair of the World AIDS Campaign's Global Steering Committee
Other Panellists:

4. Purnima Mane, Deputy Executive Director, UNFPA

5. Bill Roedy, Vice Chairman, MTV Networks and President, MTV Networks International
6. Elizabeth Mataka, U.N. Special Envoy for Africa and Vice-chair of the Board of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria
The stage will be set up with armchairs in a half circle with the moderators in the middle, with three speakers on each side.  The podium will be off to the left hand side. 

The bullet points below will guide the topics to be discussed by the invited panellists in the forum: 

1. How has the world responded to youth and Universal Access in the past years, in regards to the issues presented? How have they been/or not been accountable?

2. Where are we lagging behind? Where are they gaps? What could have been done differently? 

3. How can resources and interventions be maximized to really reach young people? What are some best practices? 
4. What should actors do in the next 10 years to front this? What should they be accountable for? What role do these actors and young people play?
5. What are your commitments? 
Presentation order and specific guidance of the panellists for the session is as follows: 

1. MYF Pre conference Subcommittee member
Present the main outcomes of the Mexico 2008 Youth Pre-Conference, highlighting 5 key points – brief on issues affecting young people today.
2. Igor Mocorro
Participate in panel offering perspective of a young person living with HIV and with special regards to sexual and reproductive rights, prevention, treatment and care interventions and policies.
3. Prateek Suman
Participate in panel offering perspective of a young person in regards to youth rights, youth participation and international programmes and policies
 
4. Purnima Mane
Participate in panel offering perspective of international commitments, role of UN and accountability in the response.  Offering perspective of UN leadership and where gaps and difficulties are and where we need to focus in the future, and factors affecting young people making them vulnerable to HIV.
5. Bill Roedy
Participate in panel offering perspective of the media’s response to the HIV epidemic and young people, and the role campaigns play.
6. Elizabeth Mataka
Participate in panel offering perspective of donors to the HIV epidemic and young people.
SESSION PROCESS

	2. Session process

Time in minutes

Steps in the process

Resources needed

5 mins

5 mins

10 mins

65 mins

5 min.
Presentation of short video clip showcasing youth opinions at the youth pre conference in regards to young people and HIV and AIDS.  Each young person will give a short 20 second interview providing good points and perspectives that can open the forum and initiate discussions.
Opening remarks and introductions by moderator.  Introduction of YLF participants, theme, objectives and methodology.  

Presentation from pre conference member on main outcomes: 5 key points – brief on issues affecting young people today.

 
Panel of debaters guided by moderator Q&A  - Analysing the response and accountability to young people and HIV.
 
1. Moderator will ask each panellist to speak for 2 minutes on:
How has the world responded to youth and Universal Access in the past years, in regards to the issues presented?  How have they been/or not been accountable?  What actors played a role? -10 min. 
 
2. Moderator will ask each panellist to speak for 3 minutes and express: Where are we lagging behind? Where are they gaps? What could have been done differently?  Do these results live up to young people’s realities, to their expectations or not and why? – 15 min.
 
Q&As and comments from the audience should be invited as part of this discussion – 10 min.
 
3.  Moderator will lead a discussion among the panellists as to: How can resources and interventions be maximized to really reach young people?  What are some best practices? 
– 10 min.
 
Q&As and comments from the audience should be invited as part of this discussion – 10 min.
 
4. Moderator will ask each panellist to close by answering in one minute: What should actors do in the next 10 years to front this?  What should they be accountable for?  What role do these actors and young people play? - 5 min.
 
5. Moderator’s final question is what single point or question would the panellist like to ask (or bring to the attention of) the international agencies, governments, organizations, civil society.  What are their commitments?  These final responses will then feed into the Youth-adult’s commitment’s desk organized by the Mexico Youth Force. – 5 min.
 
Conclusion by moderator, summarizing discussions and results.
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