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Abstract

Developing nations are the nations predominantly situated in the southern hemisphere. They are characterized by civil strife, political instability, hunger, high population growth, and other social misfortunes. It is however clear that they are walking away from this state towards advancement as they attain political maturity. The level of development of these countries however differs remarkably. Some are experiencing an economic boom while others are sinking deep into political oblivion, disappearing from the ladder scales. Examples include Burma and Somali which have been classified as failed states. However, there is some light at the end of the tunnel. With the current trend of globalization and the formation of political blocs, democratic governance characterized by openness in society is cropping in, all for the better of society.

Political Diversity within Developing World

Politics is an aspect of social science concerned with leadership and policy making and its implementation in society. It is the exercise of power in a desired manner. Often misinterpreted as a dirty game without rules of procedure, politics is manifested in all aspects of society.  Any society needs a clear political structure, lest it is a state of nature as presented by Thomas Hobbes, where life is short, brutish, disorganized and of a war of all against all. Aristotle defined it as the search for the good life. In this sense, politics is meant to bring order in society; sine man is a political animal, social in nature.

Different societies have different systems of politics. The political system in application at a given time is greatly dependent on the culture of the people in the society in question.  Culture may be defined as a way of life of a people.  Thus the political systems of the western advanced nations would differ greatly from that of the less developed countries.


A developed nation refers to an industrialized nation, one where the major export products are finished goods.  The opposite of this would therefore be a political system whose major exports are primary produce. The ‘three worlds theory’ attempts to classify the world into three classes: the capitalist developed world; the socialist world; and the third world, comprising newly found states resulting from independence struggles. The theory is however controversial, as the level of development is measured to the western standards, and again very many countries whose economic positions are different by far are lumped together. The theory, again, is only applicable to states, not the people or the societies in the states (Ahmad 1992). Developing nations are the countries found predominantly in Asia, Latin America and Africa. They are over 100, comprising a population of a third of the total world population. 
Developing countries suffer a great deal on issues of pervasive poverty, rapid population growth, ethnic conflict, famine, disease, revolutions, and corruption. The politics of developed and developing nations has been raging for quite some time and the fact that the developed nation reached their status as a result of under-developing the developing nations is a hot debate.  During colonization the developing world was the victim of the process. Inhabitants were taken as slaves to go and develop the western world, of course using resources from the developing nations.  Natural resources were exploited from the third world countries at no cost to the whites.  They competed in the scramble until they decided to divide the African continent among themselves as was the case during the Berlin conferences (Rosenberg).

The whites brought in their education which was so basic and naked for the third world.  It was education meant to make it easy for communication between natives and the foreigners as to indoctrinate the natives to think that they are lesser beings who need white supervision and guidance.  Native cultures were also dismissed as archaic and demonic that they were retrogressive.  All these combined had the natives developed a negative attitude against themselves.


The idea of terming some countries as under developed is totally unacceptable.  There are developed and developing nations, not the other argument. Underdevelopment would indicate that the development is retrogressing which is not the case.  All countries are developing and from the foregoing it is also wrong to claim that the developing world is trying to catch up with the developed world.  It is ridiculous because as the third world is developing, the industrialized states are still industrializing.  To get the facts right, development of the third world should be pegged on its own unique society and culture.  Foreign concepts of development should not be imposed on these countries. For instance, due to the rot in the west on morality, these countries do not consider morality as an aspect of development.  They are instead quick to extend indoctrination by having the less developed countries to use their language and education system. They introduce economic policies and governance principles, some of which are not compatible with the native way of living.

Developing nations are found in the southern hemisphere of the globe.  They include the continent of Africa, Southern Asia and Latin America.  At one time or another, these countries were under colonial administration, an era characterized by slavery and exploitation.  Natural resources were exploited to Europe and America.  The masters made maximum use of the available free resources to a point that they partitioned the continent of Africa among themselves for their economic gains.  Australia is however exempted because it is in the Southern hemisphere but is classified among the advanced countries.

The developing nations were once under a colonial rule.  Latin America Africa and Asia were all being ruled at some point in time by European powers.  This was the height of exploitation perpetually perpetrated by the developed countries for their political and economic gains.  The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Wales dominated almost the whole world that it was once said the sun never sets in its empire.  This was the depth of the imperial dominance that reflected the might of the Kingdom, and any other dominant country. The colonial administration left a legacy of use of brute force and gross violation of human rights.  Divide and rule was one of the methods of containing the unrest of the native communities.

Independent struggles led to most of these countries to attain their independence after bloody struggles.  They inherited the political system of former colonial masters which had some points of incompatibility with the native social systems. Poorly trained officers took over apparatus of governance, proving a disaster to some newly-found states like the Zaire.  The constitutions were hurriedly amended to empower one institution in the name of national cohesion. There followed periods of coups and countercoups, with the leadership consolidating even more powers to absolute levels. Lord Acton’s opinion on the absolute corruptibility of absolute power became a reality.  The accumulation of power in one institution, mostly the presidency proved counterproductive, as imperial presidencies sprung up.

The economic front of developing nations is characterized by low pa capita incomes and high poverty rates. Unemployment is high due to scarcity of both jobs and skills. A concerted effort is made by some governments urging its citizens to look for jobs in other countries. These countries major in the export of raw materials both agricultural and mineral resources.  They are known to be pawns of the richer nations.  Patron-client relation characterized the smuggling by weaponry to sponsor wars in the developing world. Infrastructure is usually poor, complicating further the cycle of poverty.


Health wise, these countries are known to suffer from malnutrition and diseases related to this problem.  The poor hygienic conditions and general state of poverty reduces the life expectancy rates. Medical care is not easily accessible as is clean water safe for consumption.



The political leadership of these nations is weak and often dictatorial. Most of governmental authority is vested in an individual who would misuse by appointing cronies to positions of influence.  This would then promote corruption in the system which may turn to be an issue of political instability due to dissatisfaction by a section of society feeling neglected.  It would then foment an uprising or a coup.  Somali Republic is an example in Africa with Haiti in Latin America.


Civil society is not free to operate in such systems.  Media censorship is practiced with some countries having the media being monopolized by the state. There is no independent media. They hold regular ‘selections’ in the name of upholding the rule of democracy. Such ‘democratic’ practices are only meant for cosmetic reasons as the electoral bodies are appointed by a player in the election.

In the international front, these countries have a lesser say.  Major policy decisions are made by the major economic powers, through their manipulative abilities by use of briefcase diplomacy.


Legislative authorities of the developing world often act as rubber stamps to executive decisions.  The executive overshadows the legislature and the judiciary in their operation, thus defeating the logic of having a system of checks and balances. Any discontents are treated harshly, often with impunity.  Torture and political assassinations thus become a norm rather than an exception.  The civil servants work at the mercies of the president, thus subjecting all state machinery at the hands of an individual.
Comparison with the Developed World

The political systems of developed countries are a product of long term experience.  Distinct systems are presidential as in America, parliamentary as in the UK or a mixture of the two as in the case in France.  The long tradition has made the system part of the culture of the society a reason for a strong political orientation.


The developed nations as mentioned earlier owe their success to the developing world. The level they have reached allows them a variety of opportunities.  They have accumulated capital and so development is not an issue.  They talk of economic growth while the developing nations think of economic development.


Some of the countries in the advanced world category are welfare states.  This would eliminate any talk of poverty as the state is committed to the welfare of its population.  The state is in a position to take care of its entire population unlike the crippled economy of the developing world.


A robust civil society and clear separation of powers make it difficult for corruption to thrive.  The high rate of literacy is a further resource. Technology grows faster due to scientific innovation. Funding is readily available for research work, a factor that remains a nightmare in the developing world.


Despite these differences, the developing world is showing some remarkable progress especially in the sphere of governance and economy. Globalization has opened the world, exposing populations to different challenges facing people in similar situations in the globe and how they got themselves out of political bondage to a free society. The Orange Revolution of Ukraine, for instance, was a clear lesson that the incumbent cannot remain in office illegitimately. The people decided to use their civil rights and had the person of their choice in the political office. This is however the opposite of what happens in Zimbabwe after President Mugabe shamelessly competed with his shadow in a run-off presidential election after unleashing terror to the opposition supporters.

On the economic front, the ‘Asian Tigers’ are far much ahead of other developing nations. They have reached a level almost close to that of the developed world. In this category is also included China, South Africa, Brazil, Argentina, among others, said to be the emerging markets of the world. All this is happening as Zimbabwe is reeling into a pit, with inflation rates reported by the Central Bank to be 2.2 million percent.


The different developing countries practice different political systems. Some are parliamentary, while others presidential. South Korea is presidential executive system, India a Prime Ministerial system, and Kenya is a mixed system, with the executive comprising of both an executive president and prime minister.

The Kenyan system of dual executive was brought about after a disputed election in December 2007 after both the incumbent Mwai Kibaki and the leader of opposition Raila Odinga claimed victory in the election, which was later declared by the electoral commission in an enclosed place, with only the state media being allowed to air the coverage. It followed the worst political violence Kenya witnessed in its post independence history. International attention was attracted and the former United Nations Secretary General led a team that negotiated for a power sharing deal that recommended the amendment of the Constitution to provide for the office of an executive prime minister and two deputies. This is an example of political expedience in developing world. The Ugandan case involved the President taking a bill to Parliament to amend the national Constitution to allow him a further term in office. His two constitutional terms had expired but he was not ready to leave office. President Obasanjo of Nigeria attempted but was embarrassed by his vice president at the time Atiku Abubakar. This is just an indication that the leadership in the developing world is not ready to relinquish power after their constitutional terms in office. This is however contrasted by the former South African President Nelson Mandela who voluntarily retired after leading his country into black majority rule.  

Political systems of the advanced world are characterized by a robust civil society movement. This aspect has begun showing prominence in the developing world as well. However, in countries like Cuba and China, the civil society is not as pronounced as in Nigeria, South Africa, India, Brazil, just to mention a few. China has been known to contain the media through censorship. Democratic space is limited by stringent legal provisions. In Cuba, it was until the retirement of the long-serving Fidel Castro that his brother Raul allowed the open use of the internet and mobile phones. The media has also been allowed some breathing space, and the civil society can speak, though still with some utmost caution.

With the current trend of globalization, promoted by the wide use of the internet, most societies are going to be opened up. The dynamism of the political play in the international level would force the conservative societies to tore the line of openness and accountability. Internationalism and transnational are fast diluting cultures which were tightly held by some societies.  
From the foregoing therefore, all countries are moving the development paths, and it is the purpose of comparative politics to shed more light on the best form of political and economic leadership to embrace in order to achieve the golden Millennium Development Goals by 2015.
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