2008/2009 YPWC Youth Action Ambassador Application
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YOUNG PEOPLE WE CARE (YPWC)

………..Informing, Educating and Empowering Youth to Change the World
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Young People We Care (YPWC) is a youth led and youth focused organization that is headquartered in Ghana and has satellite offices in the UK and Canada. The organization is operated by young people (ages 15–30) and adult allies working on youth and development related issues worldwide.
Our mission is to educate and inform the youth on global issues, inspire them to take action, encourage their participation in global issues, identify and build sustainable partnerships aimed at youth development and provide young people with tools and resources for effective action.

Our vision is to provide a ‘youthful voice’ that seeks to address the numerous challenges facing young people by effectively using young resourceful minds to influence the course of global policy formulation and development in a consistent and harmonized manner. 

Our philosophy is that through informing, inspiring and engaging youth in learning partnerships, they will be inspired to get involved and take action to improve their local communities and change the world. YPWC in this direction, supports youth action, creates the platform for youth to translate what they have learnt or desire to do into action while at the same time involving youth in decision making and key developmental and global issues.


Figure 1: UN Millennium Campaign STAND UP_2008 hosted by a Youth Action Ambassador in Bangladesh
YPWC is entirely run and operated by young people, called Youth Action Ambassadors (YAAs). They currently work as the volunteer staff of the organization and continue to remain the core leadership of Young People We Care (YPWC). Currently YAAs of YPWC can be found in Bangladesh, Canada, Ghana, and the United States of America.
In general, we educate young people, inspire and assist them to take action, help design programs that empower youth and advice them on how to implement action projects successfully. Additionally, we make sure that youth or a “youthful voice” is/are present at debates or meetings on key issues of today’s global order that affect young people. We are committed to making an impact in the lives of young people and the world as a whole. By becoming a YAA of YPWC, you join a team of young curious minds, working hard to make a positive difference in the world.  We are trying to do something that will show the world that young people have the power to change the world if they are given enough support. 
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Figure‑2: Forum on HIV/AIDS,TB and the MDGs at Joy Standard College,Kumasi.GHANA

What are the responsibilities of a Youth Action Ambassador?

Each YAAs mentors one or more sister-school pairs.  In essence, they become the ‘expert’ on these school pairs. YAAs maintain regular email and/or phone communication with the relevant teachers/ youth leaders and leaders at the country level who influence decision making.
For instance current positions include:  Regional Desk Officers and Country Representatives. Others will serve under special projects and programmes.
Every year these positions among others are reviewed and amended when needed. As we grow and expand, additional positions may be added as needed.  
YAAs are asked to communicate with their fellow Ambassadors and take part in the YPWC work of other staff when appropriate.  We also ask that YAAs to try to participate in YPWC and its affiliates events/gatherings when possible. Each YAAs plays an integral role in Young People We Care (YPWC)! Everyone feels ownership of his or her project activities. We want everyone to be excited to come up with new concepts and ideas. Together we are a powerful force in this world.  Together we can make this YPWC the best youth-led organization in Ghana and beyond. Everyone should feel like a partner in this project .One of the strengths of YPWC is the innovation of the young people leading the organization and how the address challenges that confront youth.
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Figure ‑3: Youth have some fun after a learning session on climate change, at the Global Youth Service Day, 2008 event in Ghana
Who can be a Youth Action Ambassador (YAA)?

Any one between the ages of 15 and 30 years may be considered for a Youth Action Ambassador position. YAAs can be from any region in Ghana or any part of the world.

YAAs can have any educational background (for instance, a high/secondary school or university degree is not required to be considered for an Ambassador position). Ambassadors should be interested in education, cultural exchange, and the global issues represented by the UN Millennium Development Goals (UNMDGs).YAAs should be responsible, flexible, interested, hard- working and creative.  Our work requires that any prospective Ambassador should be smart!
Applicants who have the following qualities/skills may be given preference:

· Persons who can speak multiple languages

· Individuals who have a strong command of and access to information-communication-technology (ICT)

· People with past experience working with youth

· People with past experience with any global issue, for instance HIV/AIDS, Child and Youth Migration the UNMDGs, etc

· Youth who offer unique talents or skills such as web-design, video production, media skills, fund raising, language translation
· Females are encouraged to apply

NOTE: In some special cases we do accept applicant who not had any experience in development work but are able to show a strong case that when accepted. YPWC would like to discover youth with little or no skill in any of the areas stated but are ready to dedicate their talent, time and strength to the organization’s works and learn in the process.
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Figure ‑5: STAND UP event at the University of Cape Coast.

Selected applicants will fill vacancies will support already existing officers in working on/in these sections or programmes: Newsletter, Website marketing and regular updating, Proposal writing, Book Project series, Youth Migration and Development, Youth MDGs Programme, HIV/AIDS, Communication and Information Dissemination, Connecting North and South Schools/Youth Groups.
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Fig 4: One of the STAND UP event centers in 2007

Some of the opportunities that YAAs stand to enjoy.

· YAAs who distinguish themselves in their various fields of endeavors stand the chance of being nominated to represent the organization at both local and international platforms with all expenses paid or partial sponsorship;

· YAAs also have a “plus” to their CV as they can make reference to YPWC on their contribution to the development of  your country and the world as a whole;

· YAAs will get to know and have youth and other interest people alike who are committed to making the world a just one;

· YAAs will enhance their educational experience with practical work assignments;
· YAAs will have the chance to meet different people from all works of life through participation in action projects and also through their participation in conferences or other meetings;
· YAAs will get to know much about the work of the United Nations Statement of Purpose.

APPLICATION FORM

	General Information*:
	Photo: Please attach a recent passport size photo of yourself here.  



	Name: 
	

	Gender: 
	

	Date of birth: 
	

	Passport Number:
	

	Current country of residency: 
	

	Country of birth/citizenship:
	

	Mailing address: 
	

	Email address:
	

	SKYPE ID:
	

	Permanent Physical Address (Street/House No.)


	

	Phone number(s):
	

	School and/or place of employment:
	

	TakingITGlobal Profile URL:

	


* (Complete all sections)

Essay Questions:

Part 1. Describe your past experience with youth leadership, education, aspects of the Millennium Development Goals, or community service? Please be specific.  Mention any other organizations, conferences, or events you have been involved with and describe your role in each. What inspires you to be involved in these issues? Why do you feel it’s important in today’s world? What interests you to Young People We Care (YPWC)?
 
Part 2. Describe yourself as a leader. What are your strengths? What are your weaknesses? What skills and experiences will you bring to the Young People We Care (YPWC) group? 

Part 3. Most members of YPWC are students, however in some special cases we accept application from non-students or young people who are working in some institutions. If you are working, how will you balance your work and your responsibility in YPWC? If you are a student, tell us how you would balance your school work with your responsibilities at YPWC? 
Part 4 .Do you have regular Internet access? If so, please describe how often you go online, what kind of Internet connection you have (dial-up, cable, DSL, etc) and how often you experience technical difficulties connecting to the Internet.  If you do NOT have access to internet for at least within a week, please do not apply.
Part 5. Number of hours you can commit to YPWC per week (Please be honest):


___ 2-4

___4-8 

___8-15 

___ More than 15

Part 6.  What are your long term goals for the next 3 years? The next 5-10 years?

Part 7. Do you have experience working with different kinds of personalities/people? Please elaborate in 5-10 sentences:

Part 8. Please list any community partners/other NGOs you work with on a frequent basis.

Part 9: Do you have the capacity to hold meetings or YPWC local gatherings? (This can be any open space.) How many people can your meeting space accommodate?

Part 10: Do you posses any advocacy skills, fundraising, grant writing and any other skills that you think will be relevant to the work and sustenance of YPWC and its activities. Tell us about how you have used this skill in the past.
Part 11: Submit a bio of yourself (no more than 3 paragraphs including information on your experience working on any global issue).This will be used in creating a profile for you alongside your picture if you are selected: 

Part 12: Provide 2 references of other organizations or individuals that can be contacted to verify the validity of your application\claims. Note that family members or close relatives can not be used as references. A recommendation letter will be a plus.

Part 13: Why do you think you are suited to be a Youth Action Ambassador? How can you contribute to this program?
Others: You are welcome to include supplementary materials with this application to help us learn more about you and your work (e.g. additional photos, newspaper articles, video, applicable written work, etc.)
DECLARATION:


………………………………………………………… has read out and filled the above application, criteria and duties carefully and honestly. 
……………………………………………………………………..agrees to represent Young People We Care (YPWC), wherever he\she finds him\herself. Should circumstances get beyond my control and I can not complete my job or deliver as expected, I accept to be replaced by another person.

Please send this form by e-mail only to:

info@ypwc.org
OR

Young People We Care (YPWC)

P.O. Box SN 369, SANTASI-KUMASI.GHANA

, no later than August 30, 2008. Please note that you will receive notification from the Young People We Care (YPWC) upon receipt of your application.  You will be advised by August 30, 2008 whether you have been selected or not. Thank you for your interest.








For more information on Young People We Care (YPWC), please log on to: www.ypwc.org  

FOR FURTHER INQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT: info@ypwc.org  
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� To create a TIG profile log on to � HYPERLINK "http://www.takingitglobal.org" ��www.takingitglobal.org� ,and click on sign up. To find your Profile URL, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.takingitglobal.org" ��www.takingitglobal.org� and click on ‘view profile’ to the right. Then paste your profile link above.


� Insert or type your full name in the space provided.


� Insert of type your full name in the space provided
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