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POPs Convention Enters Into Force While Fly-Ash 


Issue with the DENR EMB Remains Unaswered!


The 2001 Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) enters into force on Monday, 17 May, marking the start of an ambitious international effort to rid the world of PCBs, dioxins and furans, and nine highly dangerous pesticides. 





 While Philippines is one of the signatories of the convention, YSDA received reports early April that a clandestine plan for Japanese companies to export fly-ash to Philippine business counterparts by virtue of a proposed DENR (Department of Environment & Natural Resources) Administrative Order being facilitated through DENR’s Environmental Management Bureau (EMB). YSDA’s letter dated April 7 to DENR  inquiring about this remains unanswered. Fly-ash falls within the category of POPs. � HYPERLINK "mailto:ysda@yahoo.com?subject=re:%20DENR%20fly%20ash%20letter" �Email us� for more info at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ysda@yahoo.com" ��ysda@yahoo.com� 





 





This is a weekly public service of the � HYPERLINK "http://www.ysda.tk/" ��YSDA-Pilipinas Inc.� (Youth for Sustainable Development Assembly)
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Biodiversity Conservation is an important issue in the Philippines as the country is a MEGA-DIVERSE Country. Yet, the country is also one of the HOTTEST OF ALL HOTSPOTS because of the rate of destruction of various ecosystems and loss of biodiversity. This means that the risks that the Philippines face due to biological diversity lost is much greater than most other countries.





This year’s World Biodiversity Day was commemorated with the theme: “ FOOD, WATER & HEALTH FOR ALL “ highlighting the important life-giving services being provided by


biological diversity.





Apply for a Grant for Poverty Reduction Projects





 











May 22 is World Biodiversity Day!





Kabalai’s Monthly Newsletter Out!


The BANTAY BALAI (Earth Watch!) monthly newsletter of Kabalai-YSDA member organization & the alliance’s national secretariat – is now available. The maiden newsletter features news on Kabalai’s community-based ecotour enterprise, a feature on “Biking a Green Lifestyle” and a calendar of Kabalai activities. To subscribe for the online version for free, please email � HYPERLINK "kabalai_info@yahoo.com" �kabalai_info@yahoo.com�





All Systems GO


 for the YSDA Visayas Kamp Kalikasan!





Eco Trekkers Society Inc. (ETSI) President Khyn Yap reported this week that all preparations are moving well for the YSDA Visayas Kamp Kalikasan (Nature Camp) on June 26-28 in Patag, Negros Occidental. TO REGISTER ONLINE, pls visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.kampkalikasan.org/" ��www.kampkalikasan.org�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.ysda.tk/" ��www.ysda.tk� or � HYPERLINK "http://www.ecotrekkers.tk/" ��www.ecotrekkers.tk�  or contact Kyn at cell 0918 3974574  email � HYPERLINK "mailto:ecotrekkers2003@yahoo.com" ��ecotrekkers2003@yahoo.com� 











Capiz Youth Movement Inc. (CYMI) Plans to Go Into Mangrove Rehabilitation in Roxas City


CYMI President Randolph Delfin Jr. announced late last week that their group – a YSDA member and YSDA visayas regional secretariat is planning to go into community-based mangrove rehabilitation in Barangay (Village) Cogon, District 2, Roxas City. This area is part of the Pan Ay River, a declared protected area.





This youth-led initiative is important to increase the level of understanding, appreciation and practical skills of future leaders of Roxas City in taking charge of their mangrove resources. Conserving mangroves in Roxas City is crucial considering the alarming number of fish pens and aquaculture; and with it the related problems of water pollution in the city and the entire province of Capiz.





Initial data gathering will now be initiated by CYMI in preparation for developing a proposal for this proposed project. More details on this in succeeding issues.





A first draft of the proposal will be presented and further enhance during the YSDA Visayas Regional Congress on June 29 right after the YSDA Visayas Kamp Kalikasan (Nature Camp) set from June 26-28 in Patag, Negros Occidental.





For more information about the project, please contact Randolph (CYMI) at email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ysda_visayas@yahoo.com" �ysda_visayas@yahoo.com� or cell phone 0919 8556302. To know more about mangrove conservation in the Philippines, we recommend this youth-friendly site hosted by PEMSEA at � HYPERLINK "http://pemsea.org/young%20environ/ye101/mangrove_index.htm" ��http://pemsea.org/young%20environ/ye101/mangrove_index.htm� 





Task Force Macalajar Brings Opposition to 


Coal-Fired Power Plant in Cagayan de Oro (CDO) City to Germany�


Bencyrus Ellorin, spokesperson of the Task Force Macalajar(TFM), a broad people's opposition to the 210-mw Mindanao Coal-fired Thermal Power Plant  brings to Germany their opposition to the coal-fired power plant in CDO. He was a speaker in a forum last May 17 entitled: “German banks: between image polishing and corporate accountability”. Ellorin was with officials of KFW during the forum. KFW is the German public export bank which is set to co-finance with the Japan Bank for International Cooperation the $300-million controversial coal-fire plant project.  Bencyrus is also the Chair of the Katipunan ng Kabataan para sa Kalikasan (KKK), a member organization of YSDA in C DO. KKK is the youth arm of the TFM . Email Bency for more info: � HYPERLINK "mailto:bency@journalist.com" ��bency@journalist.com�
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Training in Sustainable Development for Emerging Leaders of the Asia Pacific Region 





The UNEP-Tongji Institute for Environment and Sustainable Development invites emerging leaders of the Asia Pacific region to apply for this weeklong training on Sustainable Development to be held in Shanghai, China from July 26-31





 The institute will cover all the expense of successful applications. For more information and to submit your application ONLINE, please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.rrcap.unep.org/uneptongji/" �www.rrcap.unep.org/uneptongji�. Deadline for application is 30 May











Apply for an Environmental Action Grant!





The Foundation for the Philippine Environment (FPE) provides action grants for a maximum of PhP 150,000 for small projects on environment & sustainable development. To read the grant guidelines ONLINE, please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.fpe.ph/" �www.fpe.ph� 











Let Us Measure Our Ecological Footprint!





An ecological footprint is the amount of land needed to produce the resources needed by an average person in a country. The ecological footprint activity enables one to understand how each of our respective actions could contribute to a more sustainable future and promote stewardship in oneself. Measure your ecological footprint online via a survey sponsored by the Asia Pacific Youth Environmental Network (APYEN) at � HYPERLINK "http://www.apyen.org/" �www.apyen.org� 











YSDA Running as Regional Focal Point (RFP) of the GEF NGO Network for  South East Asia


With a simple majority vote of the member organizations of the YSDA-Pilipinas, a decision was reached for the alliance to run for the ongoing election for the next Regional Focal Point (RFP) for South East Asia of the Global Environment Fund (GEF) NGO Network. 





Citing extensive local engagements in biodiversity conservation, climate change and persistent organic pollutants (POPs) – all are key focus of the GEF; YSDA has nominated Bencyrus Ellorin, Chairperson of the Katipunan ng Kabataan para sa Kalikasan (KKK); a member organization of the YSDA for the RFP.





The GEF NGO Network is composed of 600 NGOs all over the world engaging the processes of the GEF. GEF is the biggest funding facility for international environmental issues such as: biodiversity conservation, international waters, persistent organic pollutants, land degradation & climate change. For more info, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ysda.tk/" �www.ysda.tk�. Part of YSDA’s advocacy in the GEF is to expand youth engagement in its processes.











YSDA Affirms Commitment to the UNCSD Youth Caucus


YSDA affirms its commitment last May 17 to continue to be an active member of the UN Commission for Sustainable Development (UNCSD) Youth Caucus as it moves forward in a long-delayed process of long-term re-structuring. The re-structuring will formalize the membership and processes of this important global mechanism for youth involvement in sustainable development decision making. 


YSDA also submitted before the deadline last May 16 its official comments & recommendations to the work Plan for the re-structuring. For details, please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ysda.tk/" �www.ysda.tk� YSDA took part in the UNCSD Youth Caucus in 2002  as one of its main avenue for engaging the WSSD (World Summit on Sustainable Development) processes. We call on all interested youth organizations working on sustainable development to join & support the caucus.  Email us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ysda@yahoo.com" �ysda@yahoo.com� for more info
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YSDA to Sit in the Steering Committee of the Global Youth Biodiversity Network


 





YSDA-Pilipinas Inc. (Youth for Sustainable Development Assembly) is a national alliance of seven (7) youth organizations working to highlight youth involvement in community-level sustainable development in the Philippines. JOIN US!
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JUNE 5 is World Environment Day!


The theme of this year’s commemoration is:


WANTED: Seas & Oceans


DEAD of ALIVE?

















