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Call for applications: Policy review

Organization: APC Women's Networking Support Programme (APC WNSP)

Project: Sexuality and the internet - an exploratory research project

Deadline for submission: 27 August 2008

=============================================

Context of the study

This is an exploratory research in the area of sexuality and the internet. The goal is to conduct several cross-country researches that will respond to the question:  How  might emerging debates  and the growing practice of regulating online content either impede or facilitate different ways women use the internet, and its impact on their sexual expression, sexualities and sexual health practices, as well as  their assertion of sexual rights? Expressed differently: In what ways do the internet and ICT (information and communications technologies) policy shape the sexual expression and practices of women living in different socio-political, economic and cultural contexts?

This research is addressed from two related but different directions:

· Online practices and internet use in identified digital spaces, and how they affect notions of sexuality rights in society at large.

· The impact of regulatory policies and censorship practices on sexualities, sexual health and sexual rights.

Tasks

To conduct a review of identified policy documents related to content regulation with the objectives of:

· mapping current and emerging issues and trends in content regulation regimes that relates to sexuality;

· articulating the rationale country selection in this  research.

Scope:

· Identify, gather and review key global and regional policy documents and analysis concerning content regulation in various forms of media, including print and broadcasting, with special attention to the internet. Where appropriate, references can be made to selected national policy documents, in particular of countries which are identified as some of the key actors in global and regional policy debates concerning the regulation of online content, such as Brazil, India, United Kingdom or USA. 

· Identify and review “terms of use” documents used by online platforms that are popular within different regions and communities, such Facebook, Orkut, SecondLife,  YouTube and other relevant online community  spaces for sexual expression and socialising, such as message boards,  chat rooms,  mailing lists, blogging platforms or personal ad websites (e.g. dating or matchmaking sites). 

· Conduct interviews with key informants, including sexual rights and communications rights activists, to map out key actors, common internet filtering practices, and current and emerging issues that involves content regulations, particularly in relation to sexual expressions and sexual rights.

The review should look at the following key questions and issues:

· What discourses and beliefs accompany the regulation of sexually explicit content, including 

· how is the discourse of 'harm' framed, by whom, and to what end? 

· What are the various content regulation mechanisms, both technical and legal, operating in various forms of media? 

· What kinds of controls of spaces and content do they enable? 

· In what ways do they affect the exercise of individual decision-making and self-determination? 

· What types of sexual content and practices are regulated? 

· Who are key actors involved?

Final report &  outputs:

· An annotated bibliography of materials reviewed, with summaries and key issues identified

· A written report that details:

· Names, experiential or professional relevance and contact details of key informants;

· Transcripts of interviews conducted, where possible;

· Overview summaries of the interviews conducted.

· A written report that maps (with citation and references to the annotated bibliography or key informant report):

· Key approaches to the construction and definition of “harmful” content and practices in various media;

· Summaries of legal and technical mechanisms utilised by different actors in different spaces, including type of media and country/regional specific, that details key actors, sanctions, regulatory mechanisms, jurisdiction, definition of regulated content or practices, etc. 

· Summary of identified key issues surfaced through the policy review.

The final scope of the work and the format of the final report will be further defined in collaboration with the project team.

Deliverables

30  October: First draft of the report of the study.

30  November: Submission of final version of the report.

To apply

All applications (or any questions) should be sent to si-research@apcwomen.org

 HYPERLINK "mailto:ftx-apply@apcwomen.org"
 with the subject title 'Policy Review' by 27 August 2008.

Applications should comprise: 

· a curriculum vitae of relevant experience and skills;

· a letter stating why you are interested in this call;

· a brief outline on the approach to be followed; and a list of key references to be reviewed.

Qualifications

A successful applicant should have:

· expertise and experience in policy and gender analysis; 

· good understanding of theme of censorship and internet; 

· familiarity with communication rights and sexual rights; 

· proficiency in English: the ability to write clearly in plain English, free from jargon. 

· ability to read in Arabic, Chinese, French, Russian, Spanish or Portuguese will be an advantage.

