=============================================

Call for applications: Literature review

Organization: APC Women's Networking Support Programme (APC WNSP)

Project: Sexuality and the internet - an exploratory research project

Deadline for submission: 27 August 2008

=============================================

Context of the study

 This is an exploratory research in the area of sexuality and the internet. The goal is to conduct several cross-country researches that will respond to the question:  How  might emerging debates  and the growing practice of regulating online content either impede or facilitate different ways women use the internet, and its impact on their sexual expression, sexualities and sexual health practices, as well as  their assertion of sexual rights? Expressed differently: In what ways do the internet and ICT (information and communications technologies) policy shape the sexual expression and practices of women living in different socio-political, economic and cultural contexts?

This research is addressed from two related but different directions:

· Online practices and internet use in identified digital spaces, and how they affect notions of sexuality rights in society at large.

· The impact of regulatory policies and censorship practices on sexualities, sexual health and sexual rights.

Tasks

To conduct a review of existing literature and research on the topic of sexuality and the internet that involves the following tasks: 

· assessing the current state of affairs, and different research methodologies applicable to the research, 

· identifying potential overlaps of this research with the work of other groups,  

· surfacing and documenting key themes, arguments, conclusions, theoretical frameworks and methodological approaches in current research and literature that have been applied in the area of sexuality and the internet, such as study population, methodologies, challenges/limitation faced, ethical issues, etc. 

 This review is conducted with the view to: 

· develop a theoretical framework for this project; 

· shape key research questions; and

· identify potential partners and consultants for the research;

Scope:

· Identify, gather and review existing literature, research reports and other relevant documents,

· Interviews with key informants, including academics, researchers and civil society actors working on the issue of sexualities, sexual rights and/or communication rights. 

· Sources used should include academic writings, reports, websites and databases of key researches, institutions and organisations active in the research area, mainstream journals, papers, and other sources of written material published after 1994. Obtaining, to the degree possible, a copy of the text in electronic form. 

· The review should look at the  following key topics: expression of sexuality in online spaces, the internet and exercise of sexual rights, the construction of 'harm' in virtual spaces, intersections between sexual rights and communication rights, censorship of sexual content, materials and practices online.

The scope of the work and the format of the final report will be further defined in collaboration with the project team.

Outputs:

· An annotated bibliography as a final output, with summaries and key issues identified

· A written report that details:

· Names, experiential or professional relevance and contact details of key informants;

· Transcripts of interviews conducted, where possible;

· Overview summaries of the interviews conducted.

· A written report that outlines (with citation and references to the annotated bibliography or key informant report):

· Epistemological and theoretical approaches to the area of sexuality and the internet, including key themes and arguments;

· Methodological approaches, including potentials, challenges, limitations and ethical risks identified;

· Potential overlaps identified with the current research endeavour.

Deliverables

30  October: First draft of the report of the study.

30  November: Submission of final version of the report.

To apply

All applications (or any questions) should be sent to si-research@apcwomen.org

 HYPERLINK "mailto:ftx-apply@apcwomen.org"
 with the subject title Literature Review by 27 August 2008.

Applications should include: 

· a curriculum vitae of relevant experience and skills;

· a letter stating why you are interested in this call;

· a brief outline on the approach to be followed; and a list of key references to be reviewed.

Qualifications

A successful applicant should have:

· expertise and experience in feminist research; 

· good understanding of themes of sexuality and the internet; 

· familiarity with communication rights, sexual rights and issue of censorship; 

· proficiency in English: the ability to write clearly in plain English, free from jargon. 

· ability to read in Arabic, Chinese, French, Russian, Spanish or Portuguese is an advantage.

