Week 1 Summary 

The e-consultation has attracted 15 members. 

Stephen Kasoma (Uganda), Edgar Dearn Makona (Kenya),  Rachel (United Kingdom) , John Piermont V. Montilla (Philippines) , Terri (Kenya) , Healing the World (Kenya) , Samira Hassan (Somalia) , Sib Sankar Deb Sharma (India) , Rachel M Jacobson (United States) , Daniel Serrano de Rejil (Mexico) , Sophie Glander (United States)  and Raphael Mlozoa (Malawi)

Week 1 Questions were as follows:

1. Please introduce yourself to the group: Name, location, what you do and any other thing that you render relevant.

2. a. What do you understand by Male Circumcision (MC) for HIV prevention? 

b. What do young people in your community think about it?

     3.

a. Is MC acceptable in your community? 

b. What are the advantages to build on while rolling out MC in your community? 

c. What are the possible Barriers?

In summary we received four responses. Below is a brief summary. 

Understanding Male Circumcision.

About.com defines Circumcision as the surgical removal of part or the entire foreskin that covers the tip of the penis. The foreskin has a number of functions. It protects the glans from general wear and tear and from irritation when the baby is incontinent. It provides lubrication and it contains erogenous tissue, that is, it contributes to sexual arousal. 

International Statistics places Australia circumcises at 15 percent of its male population, Canada 48 percent and the U.K. about 24 percent. Circumcision is uncommon in Asia, South America, Central America and most of Europe, according to the American Academy of Pediatrics. Norway, Denmark and Sweden, have very low circumcision rates 

WHO points out that, there is strong evidence from three randomized controlled trials undertaken in Kisumu, Kenya, Rakai District, Uganda and Orange Farm, South Africa that male circumcision reduces the risk of heterosexually acquired HIV infection in men by approximately 60%. This evidence supports the findings of numerous observational studies that have also suggested that the geographical correlation long described between lower HIV prevalence and high rates of male circumcision in some countries in Africa, and more recently elsewhere, is, at least in part, a causal association.

Raphael Mlozoa, a journalist working with a Christian owned radio station in Malawi believes that mainly to all those who subscribe to Male Circumcision, is because of culture and religious influence and it’s normal to them to do ‘this’ and usually they go for MC while with parental decision. Only a small number of them go on their will after understanding the concept
2003’s Kenya Demographic Health Survey Report points out that 83 per cent of Kenyan men are circumcised. Though the proportion of the circumcised varies with province and ethnicity. 89.4 per cent of circumcised men were aged 20 – 24.  The Kenyan government has embarked on an ambitious national programme to fast track the national rollout of male circumcision as a means of preventing HIV, but still, a handful of ethnic communities in Kenya - including the Luo, Suba and Teso in western Kenya and the Turkana in northwestern Kenya - do not practice circumcision culturally. In communities that culturally practice circumcision, traditional Circumcisers use the same blade for several boys, a practice that needs to be eliminated as it increases rate of infection; other traditional Circumcisers don't remove the entire foreskin, which is the medical way to do it - they just cut off a bit of it

Consultations and debate on Male Circumcision has drawn mixed reactions. On August 16, 2008, Kenya’s East Africa Standard reported that The Prime Minister Raila Odinga broke cultural barriers and urged communities to embrace male circumcision to reduce HIV prevalence. Raila said research had proved circumcised men stood lesser risks of being infected by the virus. The Prime Minister told the communities that to not practice the cut for men they had no choice but to start doing so.
"Research has now proved circumcised men are safer from the scourge compared to those who are not," said Raila.
"I am taking the challenge of calling upon elders in the Teso, Luo and Turkana communities to ensure people embrace circumcision of boys, although it has not been part of their culture," said Raila. Nyanza Province is listed as among areas with the highest HIV prevalence.
The call by Kenya’s Premier will likely trigger a big cultural debate among communities where male circumcision is rooted in deep beliefs. 
Daniel Serrano de Rejil, The National Focal Point in Mexico of GYCA believes that the young Mexicans have not yet come to male circumcision debate, ‘…just this year various organizations began to share information. I think it is important to begin to disseminate information on this subject…’
“…In some regions of my country is making tradition from newborn circumcision, but is more a cultural ideology. …I think we have many advantages. Within our youth networks dispatched novel information on HIV. Report on this issue would be used and begin an interesting debate…..there are still taboo for men. Many think that if circumcision are no longer men or have no erection.”
Raphael Mlozoa, a journalist working with a Christian owned radio station in Malawi shares his views as follows:

“…After going through what other countries have done so far on MC and HIV/AIDS personally I support the thing, although our government is still consulting if MC can be added on the list of things regarded as effective tools to prevent HIV. But looking on the degree of understanding to a lot of people I smell danger in the near future if this thing is not well handled because some people has already started saying if you go through this process you are 100 percent protected to HIV and you can enjoy unprotected sex…”
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Bottom of Form

EEECultural Practice Among the Luhyia community of Kenya

Male circumcision remains one of the most significant rites of passage in Western Kenya among the Bukusu community. The Bukusu are one of the 17 Kenyan sub-tribes of the Luhyia Bantu language and cultural group of East Africa. They are the largest single ethnic unit among the Luhyia nation, making up about 17% of the whole Luhya population. Bukusu circumcision usually takes place in August of every even year. Customarily, boys were usually circumcised between ages 12 and 18. A requirement of a traditional circumcision is demonstration of bravery. 

There are five rites in a Bukusu circumcision ritual. The first one is the Khuchukhila, traditional brew called kamalwa, followed by Ebukhocha: This ritual takes place at the candidate’s maternal uncle’s home and it usually takes one day. Then the Likhoni which is a dance accompanied with abundant feasting. Then the fourth rite the Esitosi takes place at dawn, the candidate is allowed an hour of rest before he is taken to the sacred river. The final rite is the Sikhebo: When the candidate arrives back home, he faces the circumciser. This is done in the open with the entire community as a witness. 


The Bukusu traditional circumcision has been affected drastically by the HIV-AIDS pandemic and poverty and has seen many parents opting for hospitals. It has been mentioned over the media that the Bukusu’ style of rites passage is one way of transmitting the HIV/AIDS virus as the traditional Circumciser use one knife. Secondly the youths engage in risky sexual behaviors as they feel man in enough to have sex without condoms.  The project will strive to educate them on sexuality and raise Awareness on HIV/AIDS. 

