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The December 2008 (ref: (6/08) Staying Alive Awards

Funding Criteria
The Staying Alive Foundation (SAF) believes:

· That young people can bring about positive social change around HIV prevention, if  given the opportunity

· In the power of the individual to mobilize others to take action
· That the education of young people is one of the key planks helping prevent HIV infection.

SAF has been set up to support young people, globally, working in AIDS awareness, education and prevention campaigns among their peers. 

In particular, SAF looks to identify, support and mentor individual youth leaders responding to HIV and AIDS in their communities.

About the Awards

1. Awards of up to $12,000 will be made to small youth-led organizations and young individuals (aged between 15-27 years) who are working on HIV prevention and AIDS education campaigns within their communities.

2. Awards are made to cover up to one year’s activity; all Awards are eligible for renewal. 

3. Awards are selected by the Awards Review Committee (ARC). The ARC is made up of selected members of the SAF Board, who understand SAF’s vision and philosophy, and are therefore best able to select awards which match this. 

4. Award winners will be required to submit a mid-term progress report and a final project report.    

5. Recipients of a Staying Alive Award will agree to be audited and reviewed at anytime during the award term.

6. Noncompliance with the terms of the Award, or false statements made in connection with the application or management of Award funds shall be cause for termination of the Award, and The Staying Alive Foundation may require reimbursement of any payments made.

7. Completed application forms must be received by 15th September 2008.
8. Successful applicants will be informed by 15th November 2008.
9. New Staying Alive Awards will be publicly announced on or around 1st December 2008.

Awards criteria

Awards will be made to individual young people and small youth-led initiatives that:

1. Educate and/or give out responsible and accurate information about HIV and AIDS targeted at young people within their communities.

2. Eliminate or alleviate the stigma and discrimination associated with HIV and AIDS. 

3. Encourage young people to take concrete action to protect themselves from HIV infection.

4. Demonstrate innovation and creativity.

5. Reflect and honor the culture in which the project operates.

· All Staying Alive Award winners must demonstrate credibility through independent references, government accreditation (if you have any), and verifiable banking and accounting systems. 

· All Staying Alive award winners must agree to allow SAF and MTV to promote and publicise their projects. We will use compelling award winner stories to inspire other young people.

What we will not fund:

· Organisations that work with young people but which are not lead by young people. 

· Scholarships or college fees
· Doctoral or other research
· Projects that discriminate against people because of religion, sex, race, disability or sexual orientation
· Projects that focus principally on abstinence as a means of controlling the spread of HIV.
· Projects with budgets that primarily reflect a focus on capital expenditure e.g. erecting buildings, creating physical infrastructure (such as schools, orphanages, community centres etc.) or the purchasing of major equipment (such as vehicles).
· Projects with a primary focus on delivering health care, shelter, food security or other non-education focused development initiatives.
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