QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT GFMD AND THE YOUTH CONSULTATION
What is the GFMD? The Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD) is a new initiative of the international community to address the migration and development interconnections in practical and action-oriented ways.  It marks the culmination of more than a decade of international discussion on the growing importance of these linkages, and the progressive acknowledgement of the need to address the policy implications and responses in a multilateral framework.
Why is the GFMD important? The GFMD has become one of the principal international spaces in which governments discuss migration and development policy (though it is not the only one). International discourse on migration policy and its relationship to development – and migrants’ rights - is being developed there. Further, the GFMD is structured to promote the negotatiation of bilateral and multilateral agreements between governments on migration (such as guest worker programs) by providing a forum called the “Marketplace”.

When and where is the next GFMD going to take place? The next GFMD, the second one to be held, will take place in Manila, Philippines on October 27– 30, 2008. (Greece – 2009; Argentina – 2010)
What will be discussed at the Manila GFMD? October 27 and 28 will be official “civil society days”, with the 28th having a half-day interaction with governments and civil society. October 29 and 30 are official government days, which discussions will be held in plenary sessions (all government meetings), and “Round Tables” (small groups of governments). The Round Table themes selected are (i) Migration, Development and Human Rights; (ii) Secure, legal migration can achieve stronger development impacts; (iii) policy and institutional coherence and partnerships.
Why are migrant rights organizations concerned about the GFMD?

The GFMD is taking the course of examining migration policy only through the lens of economic development, without concern for the impact policies have on migrants. It has so far been very resistant to the integration of international human rights framework to protect migrants, as well as broad participation of civil society. Because the GFMD is not held within the UN framework, consultation with civil society is determined by the government hosting that year. While the Philippine government has programmed in official “civil society days” to the GFMD, there are concerns about limitations in number and representativeness of organizations invited, and the quality of their engagement.

What can we do? The official civil society days programmed into the GFMD will most likely be restrictive with limited spaces for youth. YPWC with its strategic partners including Global Youth Action Network (GYAN), TakingITGlobal ,UNICEF Voices of Youth and Migrant Rights International  together with other organizations is working to organize a Youth Consultation for the GMFD, as well as preparatory activities prior to this. Contact: Young People We Care (YPWC) at youthmigration@ypwc.org  to know how you can be involved.
What are the expected outcomes of the Youth Consultation on Migration and Development? Among other relevant details, it is envisaged that after the successful implementation of this youth consultation on migration and development, it is going to:
1. Enhance the participation and contribution of youth in international migration and development debates;


2. Help in filling the knowledge gap of the pattern and characteristics of international youth migration and unveiling the current causes of youth migration, channels of remittances, youth/Diaspora organization and participation in development of their homelands and

3.  Improve the effectiveness of sustainable migration polices that are likely to affect young people.
4. Help in finally creating an international position paper on youth migration and development which articulates the concerns of youth on migration and development.

