Profile of Youth Consultation on Migration and Development Project Management Team
Ms. Olive KOUAMEGNI BONGA is a dynamic youth, a graduate in law and project management. She is an associate member of LEAD (Leadership for Environ and development) Fracophone Africa programme. Olive has worked with the International Development Research Centre [IDRC-Canada] in Dakar regional office. Currently, she is working at the International Committee of the Red Cross. She is also serving as the Global Journalist and Newsletter Editor of YPWC. Olive is committed towards the youth and various problems concerning young people. She is currently working on the impact of armed conflict on youth soldiers, unemployment, and youth victims. She is writing a project to help facilities access to finding opportunities from all over the world for Africans. Olive has great skills and committed to do lot for the progress of today’s youth.
Ms. Céline LEMMEL worked as an intern for the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs at the French Embassy in The Hague (The Netherlands), and more precisely at the Permanent Representation of France at the OPCW (Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons), where she was in charge with the file of the OPCW’s staff regulations and it’s tenure policy. In 2007, she worked for the Senegalease NGO Enda Graf Sahel in Dakar (Senegal), in the division of Enda Prospectives et Dialogues Politiques (Enda Diapol), in the fields of regional integration in the ECOWAS area and cross-border cooperation. Her responsibilities included the collection and the analysis of the ECOWAS’s rules and regulations in the fields of free movement of persons and goods, and the realization of information tools for local actors. She also realized a diagnosis on the consistency of national sectarian public policies relating to the management, the exploitation and the preservation of natural resources in Senegambia (i.e. Senegal, Gambia and Bissau Guinea) which served as a basis for later researches and studies of Enda Diapol within the framework of ECOWAS’s “Peace and Security Program” in Senegambia. Ms. Lemmel also worked as a volunteer for an association which hosts asylum seekers whom arrive in France, where her mission was to accompany asylum seekers in their administrative and legal procedures. Since June 2008, Ms. Lemmel offered her competencies to be a UN Online Volunteer. Graduated in both international solidarity and humanitarian law at the Institute of Law, Peace and Development (IDPD) of the University of Nice Sophia-Antipolis (France), Ms. Lemmel is specialized in international law, international cooperation and development issues.
Michael BOAMPONG, who recently graduated from the University of Cape Coast, is the Founder and Executive Director of Young People We Care (YPWC).He participated in the recently-held Civil Society Day of the Global Forum on Migration and Development in Belgium where he made a strong case for youth migration.He was nominated in 2006 by the Task Force Committee of the UN-Non Governmental Liaison service to present a paper on Migration and Development at the UN Headquarters in New York.He was also a youth delegate to the 2007 Global Forum on Migration and Development and also the Regional Consultation on Migration, Remittances and Development in Africa. He is an ardent believer in youth empowerment and believes that if the youth are not empowered now, the world’s future will be nothing to write home about.Mr. Boampong is currently an Advisory Board member of the Bangladesh Youth Parliament and also a contributor\editorial member of the young people version of the UN Human Development Report, 2006 (a UN Book Project which was been contracted to Peace Child International). His desire to see to the well being of the youth in the world which has been given a major boost by the introduction of the Millennium Development Goals, continues to spur him on to greater heights as he renders unconditional services to humanity aimed at making the world a better place for all. Currently, he has research work on “International Migration and Remittances: A case study of the Berekum District” to his credit. After successfully completing an E-course in Project Management and Grant/Proposal Writing, his organizational abilities have been enhanced which he concedes, ‘I have been able to organize a series of programs and fora on HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and the Millennium Development Goals, thanks to the knowledge I acquired from the course’. He has his eyes on Development Planning as a career path.
Godwin YIDANA, is the Programs Coordinator of YPWC. Mr. Godwin holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Population and Family life from the University of Cape Coast. He has over three years experience in the areas of Youth Development, Volunteer Development and Management, Good Governance (GG) HIV/AIDS and Sexual/Reproductive Rights and Health (SRRH) and, aspects of migration and women’s empowerment. His knowledge in development issues such as Youth In Governance (YIG), Population, Environment and Development, Gender, Health and Development, Behavioral Change Communication (BCC) and Qualitative Data Collection and Analysis Techniques, among others coupled with his innovative skills, dynamism, purposefulness and excellent communication skills is the fuel that ensure the day-to-day running and proactive growth of YPWC programs.
 
Ms. Laurene GRAZIANI is an International Jurist, specialized in International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights Law. She graduated at the Faculty of Law in Aix-en-Provence, France, in 2006. She also studied one year (2004-2005) at the School of Law in Edinburgh, UK. In January 2008, she started an internship in UNICEF-Philippines and worked in the Child Protection Section, more specifically on programs concerning children’s rights in emergency (natural disasters and armed conflicts). She is now going to start a PhD and will orient her research on the international mechanisms of children’s rights protection. Indeed, she is very interested by this subject and she has an extensive experience of voluntary work with children. Among others, these projects concerned the promotion of education in Comoros (Africa), the rights of the persons with disabilities in Oaxaca (Mexico), and children living in institutions in Moldova.
 
