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Paris, July 28, 2003

Dear friends,

I am writing to you on behalf of NGO- (North-South solidarity, environment, consumer groups, participatory democracy, etc.) and trade-union leaders who, after having worked together on preparing the World Summit on Sustainable Development, have kept in touch after these organisations have recognised that they have similar approaches to sustainable development: indeed, they aim to fully integrate the three pillars of sustainable development (without neglecting the question of social and international equity); they believe in its application on a territorial level; and they believe that sustainability cannot be separated from civil society participation in the issue of governance.  Without the intention of claiming that Europe is “the center of the world”, these organisations do believe that actions within Europe could be a tremendous asset for the future of the planet.

From this point of view, we cannot disregard an important event that will soon take place in France.  In November (12 – 16), the European Social Forum, a large gathering of European civil society, will meet in Paris and in St Denis.  Each of us has kept track of the various preceding European and international movements.  We understand that these types of civil society gatherings are searching for positive objectives on which to build, and we are convinced that sustainable development as we see it can bring substance to, and act as a rallying call in this quest.

It seems to us necessary that those who share our concerns be able to:

· discuss them amonst each other;

· cooperate during the unfolding of the event;

· consider an extension of the venue, perhaps in the shape of an information-sharing network.

We have thus taken the initiative to suggest a time and place to meet a few weeks before the Forum, on October 11th at the Town Hall of Ile Saint-Denis
, at the heart of the upcoming event.  A possible agenda could be as follows:

9:30 am -
Welcoming words by Michel Bourgain, Mayor, and Vice President in charge of sustainable development at the French Mayors’ Association – Presentation of the Local Authorities Forum.

10:30 am - 
Presentation of the European Social Forum itself by a member of the Organising Committee.

12:00 pm -
Presentation of the Trade Unions Forum by a leader of the European Trade Union Confederation.

1:00 pm -
Lunch break.

2:00 pm -
The question of sustainable development in the organisation of the European Social Forum by Yveline Nicolas, Coordinator of Association 4D, a member of the French Organising Committee – discussion about national preparations of the participating countries.

3:00 pm -
General discussion on the modalities to integrate sustainability in the European Social Forum as an overarching theme.



- The place of social issues in sustainable development.

4:30 pm -
If necessary:

· Organisational matters and logistical questions.

· How to benefit from our various contacts?

5:30

Closing.

I would very much appreciate to hear back from you regarding this proposal, what your thoughts are on this initiative, and whether you would be able to participate.  Hoping that you will be among us on the 11th of October,

Yours truly,

Michel Mousel,

President of Association 4D.

E-mail: mmousel@association4d.org 
� Access is very simple from Charles de Gaulle Airport and Paris’ main train stations.  The participants will receive detailed practical information.








