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ICASA YOUTHFRONT,




Youth Spokespeople

15th International Conference on AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA)

The YouthFront ICASA 2008 (Dakar Senegal 3-7 December 2008) is currently looking for 10-12 Youth Spokespeople for the 15th International Conference on AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA). The YouthFront ICASA Media and Communications team will be the focal points for the media at ICASA2008.  They will be responsible for highlighting youth issues and the key messages and work of YouthFront ICASA 2008 (Dakar Senegal 3-7 December 2008).  

YouthFront Spokespeople must be comfortable with the principles and values of the YouthFront and the advocacy messages that have been developed for ICASA2008.  It is necessary that the Spokespeople be available to attend the Youth Pre-Conference (November 30th to the 2nd of December) in order to receive adequate training.  For more information on the YouthFront please contact the Media and Communication caucus at: youthicasa2008app@gmail.com
Theme

The central theme of the 15th International Conference on AIDS and STIs in Africa is:

“Africa’s Response: Face the facts”

For more than two decades, the African continent has participated in the fight against AIDS and provided potential solutions to the numerous challenges posed by this epidemic.

However, even as the fight continues, it is important to stop and evaluate these many initiatives, in order to recognize their contributions, successes and ambitions, as well as to acknowledge their weaknesses and shortfalls. It is time to take stock of political commitments, unfulfilled promises and actions and practices employed in the fight against HIV/AIDS.

Conference Objectives:

   1. Create an atmosphere conducive to information, exchange, experiences, and evaluation of the response to the epidemic in Africa.

   2. Aim for greater coherence in the design and implementation of AIDS programs by cultivating synergy among scientific, community, and leadership approaches.

   3. Heighten public awareness of the continuing impact of HIV/AIDS and STIs and the importance of international solidarity in the response.

   4. Promote universal access to prevention, care, and treatment of HIV/AIDS and STIs by reinforcing the engagement of leaders through concrete action that integrates decision-makers from the public and private sectors.

   5. Build an institutional memory by strengthening the SAA and follow-up to ICASA 2008.
Roles and Responsibilities:

· Taking part in the YouthFront ICASA Press Conferences (Dates to TBA);
· Being available for interviews throughout the conference;
· Speak at the closing/opening Youth Ceremony and throughout the main Youth programme 

Criteria that will be considered in the selection of Spokespeople:

YouthFront Spokespeople will be a individual that potentially fall into one or more of the following categories:

· Living with HIV;
· Transgender;
· MSM;
· Working in the HIV/AIDS sector;
· Working in Harm Reduction;
· Youth Advocate 
Other Criteria that will be considered:

· Good Communication Skills;

· Good knowledge of issues affecting HIV/AIDS;

· Geographic diversity;

· Gender

· Fluent in English, French, Portuguese and other African languages (ideally has knowledge of both languages);

· Understanding and experience working/communicating with different levels of media, such as audio, print, internet, blogging

· Youth (ideally under the age of 25) or considered “Youth Ally”;

· Balanced Organizational representation
· Respectful of timelines

Nomination Process:
To nominate yourself or an individual for this position, please send CV and biography to youthicasa2008app@gmail.com by October 10, 2008. Members of YouthFront ICASA or any other programme affiliation are also encouraged to apply.  A confirmation of application will be sent upon receipt of application and the chosen candidate will be notified by the 20th of October, 2008

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST!
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