MINUTES OF 2ND MEETING OF THE GLOBAL YOUTH COALITION ON HIV/AIDS (GYCA) AKWA IBOM CHAPTER HELD ON SEPTEMBER 12, 2008.
Opening

The meeting started at 5.30p.m. with a short prayer by Ms. Eno Ekoriko.

Introduction
A brief introduction was done by everyone. During introduction, It was discovered amongst the persons that attended the meeting that three participants confessed “sky blue” as their favourite colours.

Opening Remark/Overview

The GYCA Akwa Ibom State Coordinator, UnyimeAbasi Essien gave the opening remark and a brief introduction of Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS (GYCA). He stressed that GYCA is anchored mostly by young people and mentioned Ms Esther Eshiet and Oghenefego as the people that motivated him to coordinate for Akwa Ibom and also talked about the importance of the TakingITglobal platform for GYCA, while urging participants to show commitment to the course of HIV intervention considering the level of harm it causes young people. He further detailed the priority areas that GYCA is works on including:

· Networking and sharing of best practices

· Technical assistance and capacity building

· Political Advocacy

· Preparation for International conferences (otherwise state and national conferences)

The coordinator highlighted GYCA Nigeria Close the Gap Project as a commitment of GYCA Nigeria to scale up HIV/RH intervention in Nigeria targeting particularly young people that reside in remote communities.

Open Forum

The open forum session gave participants the opportunity to say what they know about HIV/AIDS. Generally, it was agreed that HIV does not kill but AIDS does. It was also noted that HIV is widely circulated among members of the public (“youth”) for some reasons including poverty and illiteracy, cultural believes and the impact their immediate environment. 

Fighting HIV as young people, participants agreed that while striving to scale up HIV, empowerment of young people in the rural areas would be a measure to reduce poverty, which will therefore give a sustaining impact on the lives on of young people. 
Closing

The coordinator thanked all for sparing time to take part in the meeting and urged that togetherness and commitment will drive GYCA to create sustaining and positive impact in the state and nationally. 

The meeting closed at 6.45p.m.

