
Summary Statement

 1. Overview of the Issue

In recent years, migratory pressure in Africa has increased. Furthermore, it is expected to intensify in the coming decades, serving to exacerbate the rising gap in living standards between developed and developing countries. Young people represent a vulnerable group subject to a multitude of consequences of underdevelopment. However they can also play an important role in the development of their country and have a positive influence on the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (hereafter MDGs) if adequate resources are made available to them. One thing is clear: migration is concerning more young people than ever. Causes of youth migration, its consequences on African countries, and effective contributions by young migrants to development all need to be identified in order to advocate thoughtful and aware youth migration.

 2. Questions

The issue discussed concerned the definition, challenges and limits of youth migration in Africa. This part of the consultation was thus focused on determining the causes of youth migration in Africa, as well as its economic, social, political and cultural consequences. From these facts, contributors to this consultation shared their views on the involvement of youth migrants and diaspora groups towards community development and achieving the MDGs. Recommendations were also made on how migration can be undertaken as a genuine, voluntary choice as opposed to one of necessity, and how this could be achieved.

The questions were posed as follows:

1. What are the causes of youth migration? What are your recommendations on how migration can be undertaken as a genuine choice rather than one of necessity?

2. In your own view what are the economic, social, political and cultural impacts of youth migration to Africa?

3. What are some of contributions of youth migrants and diaspora groups towards community development and achieving Millennium Development Goals in their homelands?

3.  Views

 3.1 On the Causes of Youth Migration

Youth migration in Africa is largely due to economic conditions and social standards in their home countries, although this trend has also been discovered in many other developing countries as well. According to the majority of the contributors to this online consultation, the main reason behind youth migration is their concern to ensure the safety of their future - they need food to eat, a shelter to stay, and money to sustain their living. Thus, if their country or region is unable to provide them with the opportunity to get such basic needs, they move to places where those needs can be satisfied. Young people tend to be quiet pessimistic about their future in their home countries. Finding greener pastures is the major factor that makes them decide to migrate, even if there is some form of risk involved. It thus seems to be a commonly shared idea that, despite other causes of youth migration, its very origin stems from poverty.

�But according to me the main reason for the youth migration is for better living style and for their survival taking the future also into consideration� (Kartik Madhira, 21, India)

�Chronic questions in these young minds could be: “Where are our playmates who�ll be the next people to govern our country and alleviate us from this situation?” or “What does the next generation offer to their fellowmen?”� (Quimberly Hyacinth Villamer, 17, Philippines)

�The youths are migrating in search of greener pasture and we discover that most of them do it through the hard way and other have lost their lives� (Inalegwu Frank Uji, 28, Nigeria)

Poverty and deteriorating living conditions have increased the propensity to migrate, leading many young people to look for solutions outside of Africa. In addition to this in some regions families strive to send at least one child abroad, placing additional pressure on young people to migrate. In this regard, living abroad serves as an investment of sorts for young people. Bad economic and social conditions make youth who have a family to cater for struggle to provide basic needs to their family. This, therefore should also be considered as a major cause of youth migration. It has already been established that  young workers tend to choose to work in countries that provide better living conditions, better education and better employment opportunities. Family should be seen as an additional cause behind youth migration. The shift in responsibilities that some young people have to take on when their parents or guardians die results in them having to work harder to meet their family needs. Migrating often enables them to meet these new responsibilities.

�Africa is a great place to be and we must help to develop it and not slave to another nations�  (Inalegwu Frank Uji, 28, Nigeria)

�There is some amount of serious pressure from a particular area in Edo State (Nigeria), where it has become a norm for almost every household to have a relation living "abroad"� (Emmanuel Gabari, 26, Nigeria)

Young people also choose to migrate in order to fulfill academic goals, although this is often to a lesser extant than poverty and family need. Young people migrate for their studies because they can find better quality education abroad. In addition to this fresh graduates from developing countries prefer working abroad due to large differences in employment benefits.

Lastly, young people also migrate because they do not feel the necessity to serve their country and because they are unaware of the role they can play in encouraging and contributing towards developing their home country.

�With nationalism, youth can choose to come back to their home country and share their knowledge, skills and abilities� (Quimberly Hyacinth Villamer, 17, Philippines)

 3.2 On the Various Impacts of Youth Migration

Youth migration in Africa impacts on every aspect of development. Although youth migration helps Africa economically by lowering the rate of unemployment and bringing in remittances, it actually involves brain drain, which usually affects countries of origin. Moreover, through brain drain, Africa is losing its value at the international stage as it is becoming culturally and financially dependent on the developed countries where its youth often migrate to.

3.2.1 Economically

Youth migration tends to improve the economy of a host country: young people are energetic, full of ideas, skills and ambition. In this aspect in particular, youth migration can contribute a great deal to the target country. The issue is that countries of origin lose valuable resources - inter alia - in terms of human resource and creativity. This in turn can have an impact on important sectors of these countries, such as health and education. 

�Youth are energetic, full of ideas and ever willing to exhibit some skills when it comes to fulfiling their dreams, objectives or goals.  So youth migration contributes a lot to any nation� (Emmanuel Gabari, 26, Nigeria)

3.2.2 Politically

With regards to the political impact of youth migration, it can affect the quality of leaders in home countries. This is due to a tendency to leave veterans or traditional politicians in their seats. Questions arise as youth migration continues to occur, whilst young people in Africa are being given a perspective of hopelessness if they choose to stay in their own country.

Migrants tend not to have any strong political weight in host countries. There are only some instances wherein they have been used by political leaders for supporting their political gains.

On the other hand, a positive consequence of migrating is that young people are exposed to how things are done politically in their host countries, allowing them to see that things can be done a different way. This aspect raises awareness to young people, who realise that they can be agents of change in their home countries or even have an impact whilst migrating.

�On the political aspect, it affects the quality of the leaders which tends to leave the veterans or the traditional politicians on their seat� (Quimberly Hyacinth Villamer, 17, Philippines)

3.2.3 Socially-Culturally

Social and cultural impacts of youth migration have gone far beyond what was expected. Youth migration can harm the identity of the African culture because of the influence of developed countries' culture. Indeed, Africa has a lot of traditions, beliefs, taboos and values, which might get altered by their exposure to other cultures. Sometimes young migrants find it hard to strike a balance or come to a decision as to what to follow between their culture or the foreign one, as it can be difficult for them to maintain home traditions whilst being exposed to those of another country. As youths migrate, it affects the country of origin's cultural beliefs and ways of life since there are no young people left to inherit them. Losing this poses one of the greatest risks of youth migration because it is the whole African identity that is at stake. 

In addition to this, youth migration affects the social culture of the particular regions of both the host and the native countries. The social atmosphere of the native country becomes stagnant, whilst the original culture of the host country also gets diluted by the addition of new cultures. 

Some people also highlight the high visa requirements and the difficulties encountered in the process of obtaining visa for legal oversea travel especially when they are from African countries.

�The current Visa acquisition procedure for young people in developing countries does not encourage young people to travel on legal grounds� (Michael Boampong, 23, Ghana)

�They can travel on official or short trips to acquire more experience and come home to step down such experiences. Embassies should also be sensitized to know who and why to deny or grant visas (not merely deny visas because the immigrant is from Africa). Visas should be granted based on merit and urgency� (Nkiruka Nnaemego, 25, Nigeria) 

�Western nations have developed a very poor impression about African youths that they are very desperate and travel mainly for economic reasons. They treat us like a frustrated bunch of people when we knock the doors of their embassies for visas, subjecting us to unjustified and uncivilized form of treatment. Because of migration we’ve lost our dignity before some western countries!� (Chi Primus C., 28, Cameroon)

 3.3  On the Young Migrants and Diaspora Groups' Contributions

The contributions (material, financial, intellectual etc.) sent back home by young migrants and diaspora groups go a long way to improve the level of livelihood for their relatives back home. This in turn helps their home countries in achieving the MDGs. In this area particularly, young migrants and diaspora groups assist immensely through exchange programmes, action projects, community-led initiatives and development programmes initiated in their home countires with financial support from their host countries. Most young people who travel abroad for education, workshops, training or volunteering setup such programmes in their local communities when they return.

Youth migration should not be seen as purely negative; it can actually encourage creativity, adventure and growth. Youth migrants have the opportunity to see the difference between developed and developing countries. With such an experience, young migrants and diaspora groups can unite and move for a greater cause towards community development. Their remittances and work in establishing new businesses help to sustain and even sometimes to improve the living standard of their people back home.

�It gives them a clear picture on what the �bigger� country has that can help their home country. With the experience being the best teacher, Youth migrants and diaspora groups as seen in the status quo has a reason to unite and move for a greater cause towards community development� (Quimberly Hyacinth Villamer, 17, Philippines)

 4 Recommendations

Migration can be undertaken as a genuine choice, as opposed to one of necessity. Conditions for this tend to be that employment opportunities are put in place in the home country, thus enabling a good economic environment and good living conditions (steady electric power and water supply, etc.). When this is achieved, many young people seeking migration choose to stay. This is because the "greener pasture" being sought for outside Africa can actually be obtained within Africa. In addition to this, when the educational system is up to the best standard most  young people will rather go to school in Africa than migrate to other countries.  

It is true that to a certain extent young migrants help their home country through their remittances. However their wisdom, knowledge and abilities are of bigger help to their country and to the future generations to come. Building a network of young people that included those who have migrated would promote the sharing of ideas and advice, such as the dangers and consequences involved in migration and what to expect in hosts countries. This in turn would possibly prevent excessive youth migration. Young migrants and youth in diaspora should therefore act as ambassadors to testify from their own experience and be encouraged to make a difference. 

�One of the way to promote a particular country or region is by setting up a kind of advisory council consisting of people who had migrated but again come back to the country. These people should act as an ambassador to prevent migration� (Kartik Madhira, 21, India)

�With awareness about the world, they will know that some of the tiger economist countries as regarded today were once in the shrubs but with the unity and nationalism, they were able to rise and take a great leap towards progress� (Quimberly Hyacinth Villamer, 17, Philippines)

In addition to this, the mass media can play a major role in educating youth if they are supported by embassies and other development agencies. By broadcasting some of the harsh realities that some migrants go through in their quest to reach other host countries, they could help young people gain a more realistic view of migrating. 

Young people also migrate because they are unaware of the role they can play in encouraging and contributing towards the development of their communities. As such, time and effort needs to  be spent in educating youth and inspiring them, to make them aware of the importance of their potential role in development. This would not only possibly prevent youth migration, but could also inspire those who do move to other countries to eventually come back to home to share their new knowledge, skills and abilities. 

Migration should be undertaken as a genuine choice. African governments should implement policies that encourage youth to stay and engage themselves in positive activities that can contribute to developing their country. They should encourage youth representation, thus strengthening their weight in countries' decision making processes. This would also have the effect of helping governments know the real needs of young people and how they can be met. In order words if government policies are youth-friendly the motivation to migrate will decrease. This will not only reduce the level of legal youth migration but illegal migration as well.

Another recommendation is to give youth preferential attention by governments, with youth migration in particular addressed as a specific issue. Countries should make more efforts to tackle youth migration, seeking support in order to develop programmes that can tackle the issue and those associated with it. For example, youth employment programmes that are accompanied with better salary and working conditions will also reduce the level of migration decisions that are based on unemployment.

�Migration can be undertaken on a genuine choice if the government of the countries where the youth intending to migrate from have policies that encourage youth development� (Chi Primus C., 28, Cameroon)

Reducing migration rates can also be achieved by providing more avenues for improvement - raising awareness, providing better quality education, and inspiring youth empowerment. Eventually, improving the educational system will be one of the more effective ways to promote healthier communities, thus addressing the problem of youth migration. Also, governments of home countries should run promotions or advertisements that showcase the progress made by the country. This would serve to  reassure its people that the country has stable economic and social plans that are being implemented and having a positive affect. This should reduce the urge of young people to seek better living conditions outside Africa.

�The youth particularly has to be given preferential care by concerned groups and their own government. This can be achieved by providing more avenues for improvement-awareness, better quality of education and empowerment� (Quimberly Hyacinth Villamer, 17, Philippines)

It should be noted that these recommendations can only work if there is support from the leaders in Africa and from development partners, in order to help improve the living standards of people in Africa. The contributions of young migrants and diaspora groups are not to be dismissed, particularly if they are given the resources and support they need to realize their potential. The Millennium Development Goals are attainable and achievable if everybody works together.


