France : strategies for improving international remittances 
Context
International migration has enormous economic, social, and cultural implications in both origin and destination countries. Kofi Annan said in the report of the United Nations on International Migration and Development (2006), “migration in the context of globalization has not only created challenges and opportunities for societies throughout the world; it has also underscored the clear linkage between migration and development, as well as the opportunities for co-development.” 
Reaching 251 billion in 2007, up 11% to 2006, remittances constitute the second largest source of foreign currency in developing countries, according to the World Bank. However, the figures published by the Bank do not take into consideration unofficial remittances. If we add the unofficial flows, the total could be 2.5 higher. 
The money that migrant workers send home is largely for household consumption. Next, founds are used for education, health and other forms of human capital development or are invested in land, livestock or housing construction. In a report entitled “Global Development Finance : Mobilizing Finance and Managing Vulnerability”, World Bank considers that these remittances are a source of increasing development financing, which in some countries is more important than official development assistance. The previous year they had increased by 17 billion dollars and the increase largely occurred in low-income countries. 

If remittances towards all developing countries have more than doubled in the last ten years, they have made little progress in Africa. Remittances towards Africa amounted to $ 9 billion in 1990 and in 2007 they had reached $ 20 billion, or about 15% of all inflows to developing countries. Over the past ten years, Egypt and Morocco were the main beneficiaries in Africa and North Africa received more than 60% of total shipments. In sub-Saharan Africa, Nigeria is the main beneficiary, receiving 30 to 60% of remittances in the region. Although there are no official statistics, economists believe the funds that Nigerians send to their country from different regions of the world now exceed $ 1.3 billion per year, constituting the second largest source of foreign currency In Nigeria after oil exports.
Impact of remittances on the poverty and development in Africa
Every day thousands of Africans living abroad send money to their families.  Most of them live in United States, Saudi Arabia, Germany, Belgium, Switzerland and France. Many of them are illegal migrant workers. As they have no papers to open a bank account, they use informal networks to send money to their home countries.  They also prefer informal transfers because the exchange rate is higher and traders pay a rate up to twice the official rate. 
Many African countries do not have any data about the nature or amount of feed they receive. According to the World Bank, less than two-thirds of African countries report of remittances. In other African countries, policies, financial and monetary regulations impede the transfer of funds and their effective investment. According to the World Bank, the impact of remittances on development depends on their continuity, which depends on how easily money can be transferred. If transaction costs were reduced only 5%, the remittances in developing countries would increase by 3.5 billion dollars per year. In many countries, official remittances are sometimes expensive and heavily taxed. U.S. researchers who studied ways to reduce transaction costs indicate that these costs averaged about 12.5% of remittances, accounting for 10 to 15 billion dollars per year.

Migrant policies and strategies in France

Since 2003, as part of its policy of co-development, France has established devices financing and logistical or technical assistance may rely in part on such transfers. The aims are: 
1.) Help the "banking" of migrants and their families in Europe and the countries of origin. 
2.) Flow of remittances and promoting competition between operators to reduce their cost. 
France tends to establish strategies to raise the competition between operators of remittances to improve the services and reduce transfer costs (5 to 20% amounts transferred as appropriate). Actually, this sector is highly concentrated, with two specialized agencies dominating the market (Western Union and Moneygram). 
Banks offer better rates than the specialized agencies, but their bid was hampered by the banking sub-recipients; 75% to 80% of them are near the poverty line. It is also advised to steer a portion of development assistance to the French co-financing of spending on education and health coverage in countries of origin of immigrants living in France. This would encourage them to save and invest in business projects in their countries of origin, especially through books and accounts, recently created by the state, in partnership with “Caisse d’Epargne”. They aim to give foreigners living in France a tax advantage if they invest in their country of origin.
To make official transfers more attractive, France provides favourable exchange rates and establishes well-functioning banking systems. In some countries, official banks exist only in urban areas, leaving the inhabitants of rural areas no other choice but to depend on the sector. Some countries have adopted innovative strategies, offering services such as transfer of funds to the communities located in industrialized countries. In Paris, three banks - the Bank of Habitat of Senegal, the Banque de l'Habitat du Mali and the Bank of Ivorians from France - extend benefits to the citizens of their respective countries with rates lower than private sector intermediaries. Result: these banks have about 400 remittances per day. 
Mali – example of effective national policy
Mali was, with Senegal and Mauritania, one of three countries concerned by the Local Development Program / migration. Following the signing of the Franco-Malian on co-development, on 21 December 2000, a first joint agreement on loans to fund priority solidarity was signed in 2002 for a total of 2.6 million. 
The co development programme includes economic reintegration that combines two modes of financing, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, through the FSP, and the ministry of social cohesion, through the National Agency for welcoming foreigners and migration, ANAEM. These sums are paid progressively. They are not perceived by the migrant 
but by the operator. The programme allows migrants to invest their savings in private sector of development; the National Bank of Agricultural Development (BNDA) with the French Development Agency is one of the shareholders. The savings of migrant is paid to 3.5% and allows a promoter to borrow 14%. 
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