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ICASA YOUTHFRONT,




Youth Journalist at 15th International Conference on AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA)

YouthFront ICASA 2008 is looking for energetic and dedicated Youth Journalists to cover the Youth Programme and main conference at ICASA 2008, Dakar Senegal 3-7 December 2008. Through writing, blogging, pod casting, photography and video, this team of Youth Journalists will bring youth issues to the forefront of the conference agenda and offer a youth perspective on the important events, announcements and presentations through their reporting. The overall goal of the Youth Journalist team will be to provide excellent coverage of YouthFront ICASA 20008 activities, as well as the main conference, not only in the interests of increasing the exposure of youth issues at the conference and in the media, but to ensure that youth unable to physically attend the conference can remain updated on conference activities that are relevant to youth and HIV/AIDS.

The YouthFront ICASA 2008 is working to diligently empower young delegates and promote youth participation around HIV/AIDS before, during and after the 15th International Conference on AIDS, STIs in Africa (ICASA).  For more information about activities and us please contact: icasa2008@youthaidscoalition.org 
Roles and Responsibilities of Youth Journalists:

· Writing Blogs;

· Conducting interviews;

· Writing a youth column for the main conference newsletter;

· Writing articles for the youth newsletter;

· Pod casting;

· Photography

· Be available for online trainings prior to the conference and trainings at the youth pre-conference

· Ensure that all reports of assigned sessions are received on a daily basis.
· Synthesize reports into a daily summary for distribution to various media groups to be posted on the website.

· Prepare report to be incorporated in the final ICASA report

· Produce a final summary on the last day of the Conference along with a final report to be submitted in the weeks following the conference.

Qualifications:

· Already be attending the conference or have the funds to cover all costs incurred with attending the conference.  Please note that the YouthFront ICASA cannot contribute financially to any costs associated with attending the conference;

· Significant interest and knowledge in HIV/AIDS;

· Proficiency in English or French (proficiency in both languages is an asset);

· Previous journalism experience or photography experience;

· Good communication and language skills;

· Detail oriented and the ability to work in a team;

· Ability to work in a fast-paced environment;

· Between the ages of 18-29;

Application Process:

To submit your applications please include a cover letter, your CV, and a writing sample.  For those interested in being photographic journalists please submit three examples of your work.  The deadline for applications is October 10, 2008. Within the cover letter please provide information and answer the following questions:

1. Do you have regular reliable access to emails? If so are you able to retrieve emails and send correspondence daily?

2. Why would you like to be a Youth Journalist at the International Conference on AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA)?

3. What makes you a good candidate for this position? 

4. Please briefly describe any previous Journalistic experience that you may have, or other writing and reporting experience. 

5. Please explain in brief how being a Youth Spokesperson will benefit your advocacy skills?

If selected, you will be expected to dedicate time to prepare prior to the conference. It is expected that you remain in regular communication with the ICASA YouthFront. The Youth Journalist position(s) comes with no financial reward, nor are we able to provide registration, accommodations, and honorariums to participants.
Please submit your applications and any of your questions to youthicasa2008app@gmail.com no late than October 10, 2008. A confirmation of application will be sent upon receipt of application and the chosen candidate will be notified by the 20th of October 2008
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