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Juan Hoffmaister started off the Live Chat by giving an overview of what the UN Climate Change negotiations are all about.


Juan:

-next negotiations will take place in Poznan, Poland beginning on December 1st 2008


-the youth presence in Poland is critical to bring urgency to the process
-we are reaching a critical moment where pressure needs to be brought to developed countries to take action

-developed countries have not offered any strong proposals on financing the changes needed to help combat climate change – and this is one important area where youth need to bring pressure

A question: Which countries are critical to target this year in Poland?


Juan:


-Czech Republic – important because it will have the rotating EU presidency next after France


-Italy – has been blocking EU actions


-Poznan negotiations are the last minute chance to put pressure on developed countries

-the US delegation – because the proposals they have put out are terrible, over the past few years they have gotten weaker and weaker, hopefully their position will improve from the one they took in Nairobi and Bali

-Canada – responds better to public pressure than other countries

-Brazil – because they have a lot of power related to the issue of deforestation, and their position is unclear, they say things in negotiations but then seem to have something else in mind

A question: How can we (youth) put pressure on developed countries?


Juan:

-work in advance, build grassroots support for your ideas, contact your ministries now, write letters to editors, organize events in your community that bring attention to the issues, contact reporters and get them ready for Poznan

To pose further questions to Juan you can contact him here: juan@changingclimates.info
Whit Jones spoke about the US youth delegation, what their plans are for Poland and how the recent American election will affect the negotiations.


Whit:
-works with Energy Action Coalition and SustainUS – leading youth efforts in US around climate change
-US youth delegation comprised of 21 youth working in four different areas: policy, communications, on-the-ground actions, and grassroots pressure

-at last year’s negotiations in Bali they had a chance to meet with a official US delegation, had a great discussion, but at the end the negotiators asked ‘Where are the votes? Why isn’t the US congress legislating for clean energy and climate action?’

-we need to think about how youth can have influence over the negotiators in Poland, negotiators are not elected, they are appointed, and youth need to figure out what their pressure points are 

-the US had formed a voting block with Canada, Japan and Australia, but in Bali the other members fell out of line and the US was no longer able to prevent progress

-the US youth delegation is excited about supported the Japanese, Australian and Canadian youth delegations

-the US has stood alone on this issue for years, it can no longer do so

-SustainUS had a campaign called ‘power vote’ during recent election motivating youth to vote for candidates that were strong on clean energy and climate action issues

-Nov 18 is a day of action in US to motivate congress to begin legislating for climate action, and reminding them of the power of the youth vote, as was shown in the recent presidential election

-over 400 000 youth in US have signed a call to bring the US back into the international process

-US delegation is ready to activate their base in the US if President Bush’s negotiating team tries to pull anything sneaky, or if Obama attends the meeting and doesn’t make any bold proposals

Learn more about Energy Action Coaltion: http://www.energyactioncoalition.org/
SustainUS: http://sustainus.org/
Emma Bierman introduced the UK youth delegation to Poznan.


Emma:


-it is the first UK Youth Delegation to the UN negotiations

-inspired by a trip to the Arctic where the effects of climate change were studied and the lack of a youth presence from the UK


-also work in three areas: policy, media and action
-action team is establishing what materials are needed for action in Poznan, policy team is making sure that the UK knows its stuff

-they will be meeting with one of the official UK negotiators

-trying to organize a strong team for Poznan and also in preparation for next meeting in Copenhagen

Casper, also from the UK youth delegation, spoke about the UK and EU positions on climate change.


Casper:
-the EU has some important climate legislation in discussion that could be decided within the first week of the negotiations in Poznan, some countries may attempt to block it like the Czech Republic or Italy 

-the EU youth movement on climate change is young, there will be a large presence of EU youth at Poznan, although not as experienced at the negotiations as North American youth delegations, they are hoping to build connections

For more info on the UK youth delegation: casper@ukycc.org
PJ Partington spoke about the Canadian youth efforts.


PJ:

-the main catalyst for the youth movement in Canada were the negotiations held in Montreal in 2005, created Canada Youth Climate Coalition

-from the national coalition stemmed the youth delegation, have attended multiple negotiations and even interim negotiations

-this year they are working on building a more representative delegation, including youth from all across Canada, from the far north, indigenous groups, etc.

-believe they will have more weight as a delegation because of the diversity, will be more representative of Canadian youth

-have teams focused on policy, media and action, and a domestic response team which is running workshops already to prepare youth in Canada


-day of action on climate change will be December 7th 

-bilingualism is important in Canada, and are reaching out to both English and French media networks, as well as targeting other big language groups, such as South East Asian community where they were able to place a front page article in largest magazine serving this community in Canada

Canadian Climate Youth Coalition: http://www.ourclimate.ca/main/
Phil Aroneanu spoke about 350.org, an international campaign based in the US, but with staff in Brussels, Budapest, Delhi, and soon in South America and South Africa.
-350 refers to 350 parts per million, which is the amount of carbon dioxide in the air that is safe, anything over this level is dangerous, the focus for the campaign is getting the target out there and then holding countries accountable for reaching it
-launched the ‘President to Poland’ during the US election campaign, trying to get next US President to Poland

-goal is to come out of Poland with a cohesive international youth campaign that goes beyond Poland

To get in contact with 350.org: phil@350.org
Learn more: http://350.org/en/
Aiden Abram spoke about the Conference of Youth at the UN negotiations.


-a place for youth to meet and network in preparation for the negotiations


-COY4 is Nov 29-30 in Poznan

-a chance to orient and introduce youth and bring people together to work on a common strategy and set up working groups for the negotiations and afterwards

Question period:
Question: Can anyone elaborate on the legal issues that will be dealt with in Poland?

Answer: In Poland there will be an attempt to create binding targets for developed countries – ideally 25-40% below 1990 levels by 2020, this will be one major legal issue tackled in Poland.
Question: I am not aware of any projects in India or Asia, is there a possibility to work collaboratively with UK and US teams?

Answer: There are plenty of projects across Asia and India, the following countries are sending youth to the negotiations in Poland: China (7 youth), Japan (5), South Korea (7), India (10), Singapore (5), Hong Kong (5)
Question: What is Mexico’s involvement?

Answer:  Mexico has been active in negotiations, especially in regards to a Mexican proposal – a global climate change fund that would collect donations from every country interested in drawing from the fund, and those funds would be used to finance adaptation projects. It’s a large fund based on principles of equity and would generate large sums of money, it’s the best possible finance proposal so far.

Question: How can people not at the negotiations stay on top of what is happening there?

Answer: The Canadian youth delegation has a website www.cydpoznan.org, there is also an international youth blog at www.itsgettinghotinhere.org where all youth delegations will be posting. Contact hello@ukycc.org for more info on how to keep updated on UK youth efforts.

Question: This is a question for participants, TIG and GYAN are currently working on developing a global climate program, what do you (youth) need to start mobilizing around climate change in your country?

Answers: Access to news releases, newsletters to keep informed, major issues that need to be address, existing action plans, contacts of experts, how to get funded.

Portal for francophone youth provided: www.mediaterre.org/jeunes/ 
Thanks to all those who participated, our speakers and those of you reading this transcript!
Join TakingITGlobal’s Live Chat group to stay updated on upcoming Live Chats:  http://groups.takingitglobal.org/chat_reminder 
