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Role Description – Youth Caucus Facilitator, 
World Summit on the Information Society
Background


Information and communications technologies have brought about revolutionary changes impacting every aspect of our society – connecting cultures, creating new opportunities for education, restructuring employment, generating new economies, and changing citizens’ relation to government. Recognizing these and other paradigm shifts, the United Nations has created the World Summit on the Information Society, a politlcal process in two phases. We are now in the second phase, leading to a major event in Tunis, Tunisia around November 2005. WSIS brings together world political, business and civil society leaders to create a shared vision for the information society, and implement an Action Plan to ensure equitable access to technology, and harness ICTs for development - in areas such as education, the environment, health, and sustainable livelihoods.

Youth are creators and consumers of technologies ranging from mobile telephones to email, to instant messaging, radio and television. As both business and social entrepreneurs, youth are creatively using technology to address community needs.   

Youth were also one of the most organized and successful stakeholder groupings in the first phase of the WSIS process – participating and speaking at meetings, publishing a regular newsletter, running an award program, conducting significant national-level outreach, and much more. Clearly, if it is to achieve its ambitious goals, the WSIS now must continue to engage young people, the path-breakers of the ICT revolution. 

Role description

The faciltiator of the Youth Caucus plays a key role supporting youth participation in the World Summit process. Building direction and working in collaboration with other members of the Caucus, the Facilitator should:
· Keep expertly informed on developments with the WSIS process, including through participation on relevant mailing lists, regular tracking of WSIS websites, and direct communication with staff of the WSIS Executive and Tunisian Secretariats.

· Communicate critical information about accreditation, registration, fellowships and youth-specific activities to the WSIS Youth Caucus mailing list.
· Promote the WSIS Youth Caucus (for example, to other youth organizations, university students etc) with the goal to increase membership of young people with an interest in ICT policy and practice – especially young women.
· Provide some level of coordination and promotion for national level WSIS youth activities.

· Ensure the Youth Caucus website is maintained as an informative resource and community around ICT policy, with details on the WSIS process relevant to young people.
· Participate in online, teleconference and physical meetings of the Civil Society Bureau (the committee bringing together focal points from each stakeholder group) and other key civil society events.

· Make connections, as much as possible, between the WSIS and other ICT policy processes, such as those organized by the OECD, ITU, ICANN, and UN ICT Taskforce. 

· Attend meetings of the WSIS Preparatory Committee (there are likely two more, with the next one in early 2005); appropriately lobby for fellowships to support the attendance of young people and assist as necessary with the identification of recipients; ensure regular daily meetings of the Youth Caucus; facilitate effective collaboration and bonding amongst delegates; ensure the production of a Daily newsletter or other communications materials.

· Make speechs and panel presentations at preparatory meetings and other events representing the Youth Caucus

· Develop and monitor in partnership with Tunisian stakeholders Youth Caucus activities at the Tunis Summit, such as a Youth Forum or other event. 

· Follow the “Working Groups” established by the UN Secretary-General at the Geneva Summit, on Internet Governance and Financing; ensure young people have the opportunity to contribute in an appropriate and effective way.

· Fundraise (including through the submission of proposals to foundations, bilateral donors, and companies) for youth participation in WSIS, including travel expenses, staff costs (including the salary of the Youth Caucus Facilitator), telecommunications costs, etc.

· Ensure liaison, harmonious collaboration, and partnership with other civil society stakeholders, such as the Trade Union Movement, the Gender Caucus, the Academia Caucus, etc.
· Support and collaborate closely with any staff working at the WSIS Executive Secretariat or the Tunisian Secretariat on youth involvement, including a likely ‘WSIS Youth Liaison’ sent by TakingITGlobal for the second half of 2005.
· Effectively delegate as many as possible of the above areas of responsibility to others within the Caucus, while remaining the key coordinator of the WSIS youth effort.

Note: This position is presently un-funded. In the first phase of the WSIS process, some funding was provided by the Swiss and Canadian governments towards the salary of the Youth Caucus Facilitator (although much less than the actual cost).  Therefore, the present role is a volunteer one. For the right person, it could be an extremely valuable position, in terms of learning, networking and skill-development. There is also the possibility for the Facilitator to raise funds to support the role itself (and/or the work of others). 
