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GLOBAL YOUTH COALITION ON HIV/AIDS Akwa Ibom State Chapter
Organizes 
A ONE-DAY PRE-WORLD AIDS DAY PEER EDUCATION SESSION
Theme:
Young people…Take the lead. Stop AIDS!

PRE-WORLD AIDS DAY PEER EDUCATION SESSION
BACKGROUND:

While programs around the world have been working to improve young people's sexual and reproductive health, there is still much work to be done, though, the HIV/AIDS prevalence rate increases as young people between age 15-24 account for about 45 percent of new infections; 11.4 million children and adolescents have been orphaned by AIDS and are now heads of households. In Nigeria, mostly in rural areas, sexuality cannot be spoken about in so many places, with adults, in church or at social gatherings. 
Vulnerability of youth to HIV infection have increased in recent years as a result of poverty, lack of education, unemployment, sexual violence and gender equality.

Therefore, programs, policies, innovative ideas, etc are urgently needed to build an enabling environment in which societies support youth groups, NGOs and young people's right to make responsible decisions in harnessing innovative measures to halt the HIV/AIDS prevalence.

INTRODUCTION:

In view of the foregoing, GYCA Nigeria, Akwa Ibom State Chapter is organizing a 1-day Pre-World AIDS Day Peer Education Session tagged, "Young People...Take the lead, Stop AIDS" to bring together young adolescents who are the ones particularly at risk to address the issues of HIV/AIDS and Reproductive Health as it affects them. 

It seems clear that the continuing spread of HIV/AIDS will remain, until effective interventions can reduce the barriers related to risk among young people. The Pre-World AIDS Day Peer Education Session will give ample opportunity for young people to explore barriers, brainstorm and sample possible and achievable approaches to halt the spread of HIV/AIDS in the state.
GOALS/OBJECTIVE

1. To stimulate youth response to the challenges of continued transmission of HIV/AIDS despite major advances on prevention and treatment.

2. The Peer Education Session seeks to respond to these challenges by converging young adolescent, young leaders, youth groups, NGOs, health professionals and workers, PLWHAs, etc, to develop innovative and practicable approaches to stem HIV/AIDS prevalence among adolescents and young mothers.
3. To develop a mechanism to review existing programs thus, providing young people with the knowledge, skills and ideas to halt the spread of the pandemic.
4. To define problems, identify determinants of problems and determine actions necessary for young people to bring about change.

5. To enable young people learn more about HIV/AIDS and Reproductive Health in a much more friendly environment.
6. To foster cross-cultural dialogue among the youths of Akwa Ibom State thus, working together to achieve the MDGs goal 6 “Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases”.
The session will proffer new and innovative solutions; thus, its results and recommendation will form a workable and practicable action plan. A communiqué will be issued at the end of the session, which will be presented by youth leaders on the World AIDS day and also forwarded to appropriate authorities and agencies for incorporation and prompt implementation.

EXPECTED OUTCOME:
At the end of the project, participants should be able to

· Know the basics about HIV/AIDS and RH
· Differentiate between HIV and AIDS
· Know the effects caused by HIV/AIDS and RH

· Be acquaint with the basic prevention methods 

· Learn easiest techniques to disseminate information about the disease

· Learn about stigmatization and proffer solutions to tackle it.
TARGET GROUP:

The intended audience for the session includes young people, representatives from youth organizations and NGOs working on HIV and AIDS, health professionals and workers, people living with HIV and AIDS (PLWHAs).

TOPICS TO COVER
· Basic facts on HIV/AIDS and the Akwa Ibom Situation
· Factors fuelling HIV/AIDS among youth (the role of youth in HIV prevention
· The attitude of youth towards behaviour change
EVALUATION/IMPACT
This session will be evaluated through the administration of pre and post session survey to be filled by participants. Follow-up process will be available for participants particularly, young people wishing to establish support and focus groups throughout the state.
CONTACT  
UnyimeAbasi Essien

State Co-ordinator, Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS (GYCA)

Akwa Ibom State Chapter 

Phone: 0802 429 3798, 0806 938 7465 

E-mail: mclato@gmail.com, gycaakwaibom@gmail.com
Web: http://youngpeoplestopaids.blogspot.com
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