ICASA YOUTHFRONT COMMUNIQUE 2008
We, the children and youth of Africa and the Diaspora, representing over 50% of the African population, gathered in Dakar, Senegal  on the 2nd of December 2008, for the Youth Preconference of 15th International Conference on AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA), 
Endorse the Africa Youth Charter, as it provides a holistic approach in addressing the realities (opportunities and challenges) of youth. It provides a platform for mutual accountability towards its implementation between governments and youth.

Acknowledge

· our comparative advantage as the largest demographic in Sub-Saharan Africa. We recognise the strength in our rich cultural, linguistic and other diversities

· the important role and value that children and young people living with HIV have in the response
· the need for access to comprehensive prevention, treatment, care and support that further addresses the specific needs of children and young people living with HIV; and vulnerable children and youth

· the need for technical support, so as to ensure the meaningful participation in progammes and strategic decision-making platforms that affect our lives

Pledge our commitment

· to continue to take the lead in creating an Africa without HIV

· to empower ourselves with knowledge, technology, and with new and innovative strategies to eradicate HIV in our continent

· to deliver on our responsibilities in the response to HIV

Call on our governments, partners, donors and all stakeholders

· to fully utilize the untapped resources of young people in each country in our continent by working more effectively with and for young people

· to focus more on the impact and effectiveness of programmes by moving beyond vertical programming that undermine national health systems. These programmes should be in line with the specific epidemic in each country and make linkages between sexual reproductive health and HIV 
· to more efficiently target and invest financial resources for young people, in line with the specific epidemic in each of our countries

· to endorse, ratify and implement the Youth Charter

Together, let’s face the reality about HIV in our continent and enhance our response

