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Dear Friends and Colleagues,

The phenomenon of international migration and development has never been so important in Africa than it is now.

Today, more young people are moving across borders for a number of reasons: family needs, friends and family who have already migrated, better educational and employment opportunities, lower costs of living and greater earnings, amongst other things. 
The demand for international youth migration is steadily increasing.

But on the other hand, there are many success stories of young Africans who decided to stay and build their country of origin or who returned home after studies abroad.

Youth, if this question was asked to you, how would you answer: "To migrate or not to migrate?" Your answer will probably depend on various issues, including what you have heard about the bad consequences of migration from your various networks, from the media and from a host of other sources.

To this end, we are proud to be able to share with you the final report of a Youth Consultation on Migration and Development. This is an outcome of a joint initiative between YPWC, Global Youth Action Network, TakingITGlobal, UNICEF Voices of Youth and Migrant Rights International. The consultation was carried out to promote youth engagement in migration dialogues and hear the so far unheard voice of the largest migration group today.

In addition to recent publications, funding opportunities and upcoming events, we hope you will find this edition of the Young People We Care newsletter enjoyable. If there is anything you'd like to see featured in our next edition, let us know!

Olive Bonga,
Newsletter Editor


WHAT IS HAPPENING AT YPWC?

By Michael Boampong, Executive Director, Young People We Care
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October 2008 presented some opportunities for Civil Society Organizations to be engaged in some important events that are geared towards poverty eradication in the context of the Millennium Development Goals and promoting migrant rights.

According to relevant statistics from the UN Millennium Campaign, around the world over 100 million people in over 2,000 events across more than 100 countries registered to Stand Up and Take Action against Poverty and for the Millennium Development Goals, from October 17-19.

We all believe that poverty is a man-made phenomenon and can be eradicated or reduced by the actions of human beings. It is also reaffirmed that the world has enough resources and technology to end this suffering; what is lacking is the necessary political will to make this happen. YPWC joined forces with other people around the world as part of this year's STAND UP to get young people involved in demanding that world leaders meet the promises that were made in 2000 at the Millennium Summit. YPWC staff in Ghana and Youth Action Ambassadors including Fiona Mhairi Innes Kayes in the UK, Mahama Kabiru of Ghana, Kayode Ajayi-Smith in Nigeria and Pablo Torres Aguilera in Mexico gave maximum support to the day. They all organized local events under YPWC and hosted by STAND UP and TAKE ACTION to help mobilize more than 16,000 young people and other interested people.

Moreover from 23rd to 31st October 2008, 230 Civil Society actors were in the Philippines to discuss strategies geared towards promoting the human rights of international migrants for development. YPWC was at the Global Forum on Migration and Development where Michael Boampong, Executive Director had the opportunity to share the findings of a joint initiative undertaken by YPWC with support of UNICEF Voices of Youth, Global Youth Action Network, Migrants Rights International and TakingITGlobal with Global Forum on Migration and Development in the Philippines. To readÂ the forum news releaseÂ on this please click here.

The supporting roundtable themes were:
a) Migration, Development and Human Rights;

b) Secure, legal migration can achieve stronger development impacts; and

c) Policy and institutional coherence and partnerships. In his address, H.E. Ban Ki-moon Secretary-General of the United Nations reiterated the fact that:

"remittances were booming. They stood as the most potent indicator of how migration contributes to development and to the well-being of families. There also was a growing recognition of how the skills and know-how accumulated by migrants could be instrumental in transferring technology, capital, and institutional knowledge to their countries of origin... migration can and should be a tool to help lift us out of this economic crisis. Now more than ever, politicians and policymakers need to cooperate across borders. Only in this way can we draw the greatest possible development benefits from migration."

The Peoples Global Action on Migration, Development and Human Rights as well as the Global Forum on Migration and Development CSO events highlighted a key conclusion: without the necessary foundations - comprehensive and coherent policies, fair and properly functioning legal and administrative structures, and well-trained personnel - governments will remain ill-equipped to harness the potential benefits of migration. Additionally it was realized that the effective respect for the human rights of migrants is the foundation for the positive contributions of migration to the development of countries of origin and countries of destination. To read the full report of the Civil Society Days please visit the Global Forum on Migration and Development site here.



YOUTH PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH
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Raymond Ablorh 
Project: Naa Kordey Akoshia Memorial Child Development Facility
Age: 28
Website: http://www.raymondablorh.blogspot.com/
Raymond is co-founder of Tomorrow Leaders Ghana (TLG). He believes that the greatest internal bane to Ghana's development efforts is the mindset of her citizens. His greatest obsession is how to help Ghanaians attain mental freedom. In line with this conviction, Raymond initiated and developed the New Ghanaian Project Concept; a mental renaissance project for Tomorrow Leaders Ghana. More recently, Raymond has founded a child development facility in his hometown of Medie. Here many mothers take their children to farms and markets in the scorching sun, thus exposing the children to sicknesses. On the farms, the little children disturb their mothers, thus reducing their productivity levels. Worried mothers who leave their children with relatives and friends at home are not sure the children would be taken very good care of. Thus, the Child Development Facility is supposed to solve these problems; it is a second home for these children; where they would socialise with other children and enjoy a quality learning experience. For more information about the fantastic work Raymond is carrying out, visit his blog.
IN THE SPOTLIGHT

116 Million People Stand Up and Take Action, 17-19 October 2008
[Contributed, with thanks, by Mandy Kibel, Millennium Campaign, New York]
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More than 116 million people - nearly two percent of the world population - mobilized at events in 131 countries on 17-19 October 2008 as part of "Stand Up and Take Action." The mobilization, which was ratified by Guinness as breaking the world record for the biggest mass mobilization on a single issue, sends a clear message to world leaders that citizens will not stay seated while promises to end poverty remain unfulfilled. For more information visit the campaign at End Poverty 2015.

UN-ECOWAS Team to Investigate the 2005 Massacre of 44 Ghanaian Migrants in Gambia 

According to an article from the African Press Organization, the United Nations and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) launched a fact-finding team on August 15, 2008 to investigate the deaths of 44 Ghanaians who were allegedly massacred by Gambian security forces in 2005. According to the sole survivor of the events and other sources, the Ghanaians had been intercepted by Gambian security forces while they were awaiting a boat to take them to Spain, were then held in detention for two weeks, and ultimately taken to a forest and massacred. For more information please see:

- UN Ecowas launch fact finding team on the death of Ghanaian nationals found in the Gamibia (15 August 2008)
-http://news.myjoyonline.com/news/200708/7685.asp (17 August 2007)
-Please also see Chapter 4 of Amnesty International's report "Gambia: Fear Rules," athttp://amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR27/003/2008/en(11 November 2008)

EU 'Job Centre' Opened in Mali
In October, the European Union opened its "first immigration centre outside Europe," in Bamako, Mali. According to BBC, "the EU hopes the new centre will help people find legal work in Europe and cut down on illegal migration." The Center for Information and Control of Migration is supposed to assist Africans in finding temporary work in Europe (but as of October, it did not have any job offers for interested individuals). Many Malians choose to migrate each year, and the country is also a popular point of transit for other Africans on their way to Europe. Critics expressed skepticism about how effective the job centre could be in curbing irregular migration without addressing the root causes of migration. These include poverty (which has been exacerbated by the food and fuel crisis), unemployment, and inequalities in world trade, including the destruction of the local cotton industry because of subsidies in developed countries. There are also allegations that the Centre is a "token" effort and serves European interests. For more information please see:

-BBC,http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7653846.stm(6 October 2008)
-EURANET,http://www.euranet.eu/eng/Dossier/Legal-Immigration/Carrot-and-stick-How-Mali-plans-to-limit-emigration(11 October 2008)
-IRIN,http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=80788(7 October 2008)

Murder of African Migrants in Italy
In September 2008, six African migrants were shot to death near Naples, allegedly by members of the Camorra Mafia. This event sparked outrage and caused massive protests among fellow immigrants. Protesters claim that the act was one of racial violence and xenophobia; disputing the claim by the police that the deceased were involved in drug dealing. The killings followed several other incidents of racial violence, including the death of a 19-year old Burkina-Faso-born Italian citizen who was bludgeoned to death by two shop-owners for stealing biscuits. 500 troops were deployed to the Naples area, which is a leading destination for undocumented migrants coming from the shores of Africa, and it is also the home of many second-generation children of African migrants.

For more information, please see:
-http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/europe/article4810085.ece(23 September 2008)
-http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1001/p04s02-woeu.html(1 October 2008)

UK Recognizes Migrant Children's Rights
In September 2008, the British government established that child asylum seekers, migrant children, and child victims of trafficking will be granted the same rights as British children, including the right to education, health care, and social services. The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) has applauded this decision, which honors the conditions outlined in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). Also, the government plans to sign the CRC's Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. For more information, please see the Unicef webpage:

Spain to Cut Immigrant Visas in 2009
Due to the economic crisis and high unemployment rate in Spain, immigrant visas to the country will be cut dramatically beginning in 2009. This measure aims toincrease work opportunities for unemployed Spaniards, who would supposedly fill the positions formerly occupied by immigrants, most of whom come from Morocco, Ecuador, and Colombia. Critics of the government's decision question whether this process will actually improve the Spanish economy, in which service jobs are in low demand among the native population, and have traditionally been occupied by migrants. For more information, please see the BBC news article.



RESOURCES

UNV and IAVE - 'Volunteering and Social Activism Promote Human Development and Social Change'
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The International Association for Volunteer Effort (IAVE) and the United Nations Volunteers (UNV) programme have launched this joint publication. The paper is based on a study undertaken by the three organisations in 2007-2008. The background study finds out that both volunteering and social activism are important strategies for fostering people's participation in social change and human development. The paper argues that volunteering, like social activism, can be purposeful and change-orientated. The paper also highlights the complementary and supporting roles that volunteering and activism play in fostering participation. Download the publication here.
The FreeChild Project Youth Voice Toolkit 
The Freechild Project defines Youth Voice as the active, distinct, and concentrated ways young people represent themselves throughout society. The Freechild Project has recently released a new online resource called the Youth Voice Toolbox. Comprised of a series of one- and two-sheet publications, these tools identify a number of innovative practices, practical considerations and critical concepts that are focused on engaging Youth Voice, particularly among historically disengaged young people. Access the Toolbox here.
Generation Idealist
This new resource centre from Action Without Borders at Idealist.org offers young community leaders resources on youth service news, deciding how to get involved, opportunities for service involvement, and impact evaluation. Read more here.
FAO Climate Change and Children & Youth Resources
The Food and Argicultural Organisation of the United Nations is developing resources, activities and the mechanisms to enhance awareness, access to information and participation of children and young people in a range of environmental, social and sustainable development issues, including climate change. Read more here.
UN - Millennium Development Goals Report 2008 

This report summarises progress towards the eight Millennium Development Goals across regions. The assessment is based on data available as of June 2008 on all official MDG indicators, including the new ones on decent work for all; universal access to reproductive health and treatment for HIV/AIDS; and to reduce biodiversity loss by 2010. Click here to access the report.
Lessons in Democracy 
The objective of this new website is to provide a straightforward, short, yet comprehensive guide to what may be termed "the organising principle for human society." The education comprises twenty 2 to 3 page lessons, for a total of fifty pages and should take only a few hours to read. For this small amount of effort, the reader should attain an understanding of democracy. For more information visit Lessons in Democracy.



OPPORTUNITIES

UN-HABITAT - Opportunities Fund
During the 21st session of the Governing Council that oversees the work programme and budget of UN-HABITAT, member countries passed a resolution calling on the Executive Director of UN-HABITAT to set up a special fund to help young people living in poverty. Championed by Norway, the new Opportunities Fund for urban youth-led development is designed to improve understanding, and lead to more effective ways of involving young people in sustainable urban development.

The Opportunities Fund aims to facilitate achievement of the MDGs and their youth-related targets. It will help young people in the poorer neighbourhoods of cities in the developing world find new opportunities in life, especially when it comes to employment and entrepreneurship. It will also be used to strengthen youth-related policies, help governments, civil society organisations and the private sector address youth concerns, and support new information and learning channels for young people. It will help pilot innovative ideas on employment, governance, shelter and secure tenure; share best practices, and assist vocational training and credit mechanisms to promote entrepreneurship and employment for young people. It will also seek to ensure that gender concerns are incorporated into all policies. For more information, visit the UN-HABITAT website.

CALL FOR PAPERS! - 2009 Human Rights Essay Award
The Academy on Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (American University, Washington College of Law) is proud to announce the topic of the 2009 Human Rights Essay Award. This year's topic for the essay in English is:

"60 years of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: its contemporary normative impact".

This annual competition seeks to stimulate the production of scholarly works in international human rights law. The Academy grants two Awards, one for the best article in English and one for the best article in Spanish. The Jury deciding the Award will be comprised of professionals with a recognised expertise in international human rights law. The best articles may be published in the American University International Law Review.

The Award in each case will consist of:
1. a scholarship to the 2009 Specialised Human Rights Programme

2. travel expenses* to Washington D.C.

3. housing* at the university dorms

4. per diem for living expenses* for the three-week session

*subject to restrictions

A comprehensive list of rules is available at: www.wcl.american.edu/hracademy.hraward.cfm
If you have questions please contact the Academy of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law at 202-274-4070 or via email at hracademy@wcl.american.edu. 

Wanjiru Kihoro Fellowship Programme, Geneva
Deadline: 31 December 2008FEMMES AFRICA SOLIDARITE (FAS), an NGO working to enhance women's roles in peace building and conflict resolution on the African continent, in collaboration with the Swiss Foundation, offers a unique Fellowship opportunity to a young African woman or man looking to gain International experience in the fields of gender, peace and development.THE WANJIRU KIHORO FELLOWSHIP will offer the candidate the opportunity to work for a period of 9 months at FAS' International Secretariat in Geneva, Switzerland before returning to put their skills into action through an additional 3 month placement with an NGO in Africa. For more information click here.
International Service for Human Rights - Advanced Geneva Training Course 

The Advanced Geneva Training Courses are offered twice a year, and last three and a half weeks each. The main objective of these courses is to empower human rights organisations by training their representatives to effectively use the United Nations human rights mechanisms. The AGTC in English take place parallel to the March session of the Human Rights Council, while the AGTC in French runs in parallel to its September session. The courses provide human rights defenders with the opportunity to experience first-hand the UN human rights mechanisms in action.

Applications are now being called for the Advanced Geneva Training Course on International Human Rights Law and Advocacy to be held in Geneva from 16 to 27 March 2009.

You can download the full course description here and the application form here. For more information, visit the International Service for Human Rights website.

TUNZA - Call for Contributions from Young People!
UNEP's magazine for youth, TUNZA, is looking for contributions from young people for its next issue. The theme is â€˜Globalisation', not just as an economic concept but also as a complex, interdependent system that includes cultures, environment, economies and knowledge. As we come in contact with each other more, does this in turn mean we are able to reach a better understanding of each other?

TUNZA is welcoming any ideas on the topic of globalisation, but here are the features for the next issue:
1. Technology/Idea Transfer: (150-200 words) Have you travelled somewhere and learned a new skill or idea?

2. Globalisation and Travel: (800 words) Have you travelled extensively in the â€˜backpacker' style? If so, what are your feelings on globalisation, travel and how it affects culture and environment?

3. Youth-Led Global Action: (500 words) Have you organisation and implemented a global action to help the environment?

Send your ideas to Karen@zukazuka.com as soon as possible. You can also visit the UNEP site to see regular features you can write on and to find your inspiration to contribute!

Self-paced Online Course on Core Concepts of the MDGs 
With the objective to advance a common understanding of the MDGs and strengthen UN staff capacity to effectively support national efforts to achieve the MDGs, the UNDG have developed a self-paced, on-line course â€˜Core Concepts of the MDGs'. With this on-line course, anyone interested on the MDGs can:

*Improve knowledge of concepts

*Introduce tools and develop skills for operationalising MDGs

*Increase collaboration on MDGs within and outside the UN

The focus of the course is on practical, concrete and substantive actions at country, regional and global levels that can enable the UN system to respond more effectively and efficiently to the needs of the developing countries as they scale up action to achieve the MDGs. Click here to register for the course.
UNICEF Consultation with Young People
UNICEF would like to hear from you what you think is most important when it comes to working together with, for and on behalf of children and young people.

Please make use of this opportunity to have your say in what you think about UNICEF's partnerships, relationships, collaborations and alliances by answering the questionnaire here. Please make sure you fill in the questionnaire by 15th December.

The Global Engagement Summit, 8-12 April
Do you have an idea that will change the world? Are you looking for a space to develop your project idea, critically engage with issues of international development and social justice, and connect with a community of passionate young change agents?

If so, you can apply for The Global Engagement Summit here, which is running from April 8-12, 2009. The deadline for application is 15th December. 
For any questions: american@theges.org or visit www.theges.org.

6. UPCOMING EVENTS
4 to 9 January: International Youth Leadership Conference
The 17th International Youth Leadership Conference is a week-long youth forum on world politics, international relations, media and law. This year it is being held in Prague. The most recent conference welcomed 120 students from 40 different countries to participate in an open-minded exchange of different perspectives on global issues, with a strong emphasis on cross-cultural and international youth empowerment. For more information, and to apply for a place at the conference, visit here.

12 to 13 January: UNRISD NGO Forum
The United Nations Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD) is organising an NGO Forum, which will take the form of a consultation with NGOs. It aims to gauge NGO views on key emerging issues and research needs, seek advice on how to improve communication with NGOs and to present the results of UNRISD research to NGO stakeholders. At this forum, UNRISD aims to bring together NGO representatives from a range of development disciplines and regions and is interested in receiving applications for participation from NGOs that actively engage in policy debates and agenda setting at regional or international levels. For more information, visit the UNRISD website.

19 to 20 January: Conference on â€˜Child Poverty and Disparities: Public Policies for Social Justice' (Cairo, Egypt)
Within the framework of the First International Forum for the Developing Countries Think Tanks, the United Nations Children's Fund in Egypt (UNICEF) is organising an international conference on â€˜Child Poverty and Disparities: Public Policies for Social Justice'. The conference serves as a platform for innovative thinking on social policy and child rights that will bring together academics, policy makers, practitioners as well as university students to exchange experiences and discuss proposals for inclusive and child-sensitive public social and economic policies that aim to reduce child poverty and are based on scientific evidence.

27 January to 1 February: World Social Forum 2009 (WSF)
20 February to 1 March: The International Student Festival in Trondheim 2009 (ISFIT)
The International Student Festival in Trondheim, Norway is the world's largest student festival with a thematic focus. About 450 students from all over the world attend the festival. The themes have changed over the years, but have always been related to social and political topics with international relevance. This year, the theme is peacebuilding. For more information, visit the ISFIT website.

24 to 26 April: Global Youth Service Day (GYSD)
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GYSD is organised by Youth Service America with the Global Youth Action Network as its key partner and a consortium of international organisations and over 120 national coordinating committees in participating countries. GYSD is an annual global event that highlights and celebrates the contributions of youth to their communities through volunteer service. During GYSD youth around the world organise community service projects to address local needs. Read more here.
5 to 10 May: World Creative Youth Forum (WCYF)
The theme of the Forum is "Education for Sustainable Development" and will focus on Peace and Human Rights, Climate Change, Sustainable Lifestyle, Entrepreneurship, Education and Technology, and Advocacy for Sustainable Development. For more information, visit the WCYF website, and look out for the messages of support and endorsement from a YPWC Youth Ambassador and Michael Boampong himself!

7. TAKE ACTION
â€˜Solving our Climate Crisis: The Position of Youth', by Michael Boampong
August the 12th has been declared International Youth Day by the United Nations and is recognized as such by the international community. The purpose of recognising this day every year is to pay tribute to the contributions of young people in developing their countries and the world at large. It also serves to create a forum for the discussion of issues surrounding youth and development. This year's theme focuses on youth action on climate change.

Climate change is arguably one of the most pressing issues of our era. It has been shown that if care is not taken immediately, the impact of climate change on our world will erode any gains in achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Climate change has implications on the MDGs. Climatic conditions are largely a direct consequence of human actions that are harmful to the environment. View the full article here.

â€˜Solving our Climate Crisis: The Position of Youth' was published on the TakingITGlobal website.

Â 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Community Development Workers
YPWC is currently recruiting two to three interns to assist us with the development of our Millennium Development Goal Clubs with support from the UN Millennium Campaign. These MDG Clubs are intended not only to make young people aware of the MDGs but to also get them directly involved in helping Ghana to meet the MDGs targets.

Interns are needed to assist with the following duties:
*Recruitment of youth leaders to direct clubs within specific schools

*Development of curriculum for MDG clubs

*Assisting youth leaders to form clubs and organise regular meetings and activities

*Assistance with MDG club activity days

*Proposal writing/grant seeking activities related to funding of long-term MDG club activities

If you feel you have what it takes to succeed as a Youth Community Development Worker, please forward your resume and a cover letter to the YPWC International Volunteer Programme office: vip@ypwc.org. You can expect a response within five to seven business days. For more information click here.

Webmaster Internship with YPWC, Ghana

Volunteers/interns are needed to help in the continuation of the construction of a website for Young People We Care (YPWC).

Volunteers/interns will assist with the following duties:
*Update the website with some of the projects implemented by YPWC and make it operational for people or visitors to the website to be able to easily explore it.

Â 

*The volunteer Webmaster will be responsible for working with the content areas of YPWC's website with the support of YPWC staff.

Â 

*They will work with staff to add new content and approve member contributions.

Â 

*Work to strengthen and grow our online communities through engagement as well as the creation of new tools.

Â 

*Webmaster will also manage content updates for www.ypwc.org.

Â 

*Outreach to non-profit organisations helping them post updates and volunteer opportunities to ypwc.org.

Â 

*Work with staff, the ICT team, and contractors on implementing new content and functional areas of the website.

If you feel you have what it takes to succeed as a Webmaster please forward your resume and a cover letter to YPWC International Volunteer Programme at: vip@ypwc.org. You can expect a response within five to seven business days. For more information click here.

Online Community Volunteer
Responsibilities: Respond to comments and engage users on YSA social networking communities (Facebook, Flickr, YouTube, and TakingITGlobal) Write and/or ghost write on blogs, twitters, etc.

Desired skills/interests include:
*Strong writing skills and Knowledge of social networking communities

If you feel you have what it takes to succeed as an Online Community Volunteer please forward your resume and a cover letter to YPWC International Volunteer Programme at: vip@ypwc.org. You can expect a response within five to seven business days.

Global Youth Service Day international volunteer
Responsibilities*: Assist in coordination of logistics for conference of 120 participants Create and send event reminders and invitationsto attendees and guest Assist in the production of materials for the events Create and send event reminders and invitations Develop and compile event evaluation results Other duties as assigned by Global Youth Service Day Project Manager.If you feel you have what it takes to succeed as an Global Youth Service Day international volunteer please forward your resume and a cover letter to YPWC International Volunteer Programme at: vip@ypwc.org. You can expect a response within five to seven business days. For more information click here.

NOTE: Young People We Care (YPWC) is an equal opportunity employer that seeks to engage individuals from diverse backgrounds and perspectives.
The YPWC Newsletter aims to keep civil society practitioners, young people, donors and academics informed of national and global issues and trends in development that affect young people. Do you know of a friend who is working in the field of youth development? Tell them to register for a free subscription by logging on to: www.ypwc.org. If you have any suggestions on ways to improve upon the YPWC Newsletter, or any feedback on our issues, please let us know. Please address all your comments to us at newsletter@ypwc.org



