REPORT OF THE CLOSE THE GAP NIGERIA PROJECT – JANUARY 2009, AKWA IBOM STATE

Introduction:
The “Close the Gap Nigeria” Project for January 2009 was scheduled to hold in Akwa Ibom State on Thursday 22 – Saturday 24th & Friday 30 – Saturday 31st January, 2009 at the town hall, Ifa Atai, Etoi, Uyo Local Government Area of Akwa Ibom State.

Participants at the event were drawn from four (4) communities among Ifa Atai, Ifa Ikot Akpan, Ifa Ikot Idang and Ifa Abia Mkpo villages respectively.  The event recorded a total number of 15 youths and 4 elderly persons in all.

Topics covered:

The following topics were covered during the event (22-24 January, 2009):

· Basic information on HIV/AIDS (meaning, transmission & prevention)

· Sexual Transmitted Infections (STIs) (meaning, the different STIs and prevention)

· Malaria (how it is transmitted and preventive measures). 

Discussion:

1. During the HIV/AIDS sessions, participants raised issues on the areas of HIV/AIDS prevention relating to Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission (PMCT) and argued that since the unborn baby lies in her mother’s womb (being HIV positive), and also feeding from mom’s system, therefore, its totally possible that the application of Antiretroviral Therapy (ART) is not effective to prevent the child to be HIV positive.
Resolution: Finally, it was resolved that it is important for pregnant women to attend medical attention from the first month of pregnancy for effective application of ART.
2. During the review of pre-test questionnaire, on the issue of people living with HIV/AIDS, a participant argued that though people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHAs) should be allowed to die instead of living and keep on spreading the diseases.
Challenges:
In mid 2008, Akwa Ibom state was rated the second on the number of people living with HIV/AIDS in Nigeria. This project poses a great challenge as most youths and elderly persons are informed about the pandemic but lacks the deeper knowledge on prevention and lack of boldness to attend HIV/AIDS tests.

Recommendations:
From the result of the 3-day event, it is obvious that more impact is required to educate youths and bring the information about HIV and AIDS to bare. This is encourage and lighten youths’ mindset on the need to attend HIV and AIDS test.
At the end of the 3rd day, participants requested that in the subsequent week, the organizers should arrange for free HIV-test in the community.
Conclusion:

However, the project was halted because of an accident that occurred on Saturday, January 24, 2008 which involved two members of GYCA, Akwa Ibom State (UnyimeAbasi Essien, State Coordinator & Kayode Akin, member) while retuning from the project site at Mbiabong, along Oron Road, Uyo. 
Video and photo clips of the event are unavailable as the digital camera used during the event was totally condemned during the incident.
Submitted:

UnyimeAbasi Essien, AKS State Coordinator

Un-behalf of GYCA, Akwa Ibom State
