Peru YouthForce 2009

Committee Responsibilities and Application Form

Introduction.-
The Peru YouthForce (PYF) is a coalition of networks and organizations (GYCA LA, IPPF/RHO, JLU, MHOL, Red de Portales Juveniles LAC) that has collective representation in all Latinamerican and Caribbean countries, and has planed and participated in many internationals events. 

In the previous months the PYF has been working to assure significant youth participation in the important Latin American and Caribbean Forum on HIV/AIDS and STIs. 
The PYF will create 5 committees that will develop specific tasks for the forum’s youth program to be held in the city of Lima, Peru from May 4-8, 2009. If you are interested in being a part of this process please read this document carefully. 

Background.-
The Latin American and Caribbean Forum on HIV/AIDS and STIs is one of the largest meetings addressing health in the region, and it is an event of great importance to the community addressing issues of HIV/AIDS. It is an unique space, where researchers, policy makers, representatives of civil society, activists, educators, and people living with HIV link with people in other countries and meet to shear and learn about scientific discoveries and effective HIV prevention, treatments and care policies and programs. At the Forum a coordinated approach is critical to effectively highlighting youth issues and influence international and national level commitments. 

Since the 2005 Forum held in San Salvador, El Salvador, there has been youth participation, although this participation has not been structured. While in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 2007, there was better coordination in terms of youth participation, the number of youth participants in panels and in the general activities did not grow significantly.

The YouthForce is an ample coalition of non-governmental organizations and international networks that promotes and facilitates the significant participation of youth and youth-adult alliances to achieve enhancement of the visibility of issues of HIV/AIDS and youth before, during and after the International Conferences on AIDS: Barcelona, Bangkok, Toronto and Mexico. In the Peru Forum, for the first time on a regional level a structure will be implemented similar to that used by the YouthForce of the International Conferences.  This structure will serve as a collaborative mechanism for young people organizing and mobilizing youth leaders and ensuring their access to key government and civil society leaders. Through this coordination, youth voices are heard, programs and research that affect youth are discussed and evaluated, influential adults are rallied to support youth-led programming, and international commitments favorable to youth are made.  

The XVII International Aids Conference in Mexico City represented a significant opportunity for our region, after which we believe in the importance of maintaining the commitments that were made during the Conference and for these commitments to help strengthen the youth voice in the Regional Forum. Important actions including the Ministerial Declaration on Sex Education, the ratification of the Iberoamerican Convention on the Rights of Youth, the growth of the activities of the Global Fund in the region, and others, represent crucial questions in which youth movements should get involved to create one sustainable and comprehensive response. 

Visions and Goals to the 2009 Forum.-

In the 2009 Forum the YouthForce has a special opportunity to empower Latinamerican and Caribbean youth, to strengthen the advocacy of themes relevant to young people from the whole region and to develop strategies to make changes in the future. Furthermore, the YouthForce wants to enhance their work with and for young people living with HIV through the contact with groups and organizations that involve and/or work with this specific population.

The objectives of the Peru YouthForce are:

1. To empower young people from Latin America and the Caribbean to be effective advocates at the Forum;

2. To facilitate the collaboration of stakeholders committed to youth HIV/AIDS issues at the Forum;

3. To promote youth participation and inclusion of youth issues in the mainstream forum agenda, in media generated form the event, and in HIV/AIDS programs and policies in general;
4. To gain and achieve international and individual commitments which promote youth leadership and mitigate the impact of HIV/AIDS on young people.

Committees.-

As mentioned above, the YouthForce is seeking members to join the five different organizing committees. Below is a brief description of the roles and responsibilities of each committee. 

1. Pre-Forum

· Logistics: meeting venue, materials, accommodation, meals.

· Design the program, coordinate program implementation and organize the agenda.
· Identify presenters and facilitators.
· Design application forms for participants and presenters, disseminate and make the selection.
2. Advocacy 
· Prepare youth to advocate effectively.
· Produce and disseminate advocacy materials and strategy.

· Develop the PYF key messages with the methodology deemed most appropriate by the committee according to the resources and the time available.

· Identify key spaces, meetings and strategic decision makers at the Forum to advocate for the youth agenda.
· Execute advocacy efforts at Forum and Pre-Forum.
· Coordinate and implement the Youth-Adults Commitments Desk.
3. Media/Communications

· Make contact and connect with media, news agencies, journalists and youth prior to the Forum to disseminate information and activities.
· Create the PYF website, administrate and update it. Upload daily prominent commitments.
· Organize press conferences & press kits.
· Produce column/page in main Forum Newsletter addressing youth issues.
· Coordinate webcasting of youth-related sessions.
· Train and manage a team of youth journalists.
4. Forum

· Assist young delegates to participate effectively in the Forum and work with them directly.

· Develop orientation and promotion materials to publicize youth-focused sessions to attend. 

· Promote the inclusion of youth issues throughout the Forum and observe their development. 

· Advise young people on their papers presentations, connect delegates beforehand. 

· Include youth sessions in the main program. 

5. Youth Pavilion

· Create selection process for exhibitions and sessions, disseminate the application and make the selection. 

· Develop a program of activities and coordinate their implementation. 

· Logistics: designing of space, set up, & obtain all the resources. 

· Promote Youth Pavilion, contact decisions makers and key persons; invite them to visit the Pavilion. 
All the committees will generate an assessment document evaluating the experience one month after Forum, which will be the responsibility of the co-chairs and based on the expression of opinions of committee members. 

The most relevant documents (What’s PYF? and Key messages) will be translated to Spanish and Portuguese to guarantee the comprehension of the majority of people in the Forum.

Selection Process
Each Committee of the Peru YouthForce is co-chaired by two members of the networks and organizations that comprise the Central Committee of PYF (GYCA LA, IPPF/RHO, JLU, MHOL, Red de Portales Juveniles LAC). Committee Co-Chairs will review applications and will select young people to join each committee, promoting the inclusion of youth with diverse characteristics.
Although efforts will be made to provide assistance to committee members to find funding to attend the Forum, we cannot guarantee funding and play no role in the scholarship decision process. 

Committee Co-Chairs reserve the right to replace committee members who do not contribute to the overall work of the group, according to the responsibilities and timeline agreed upon, after discussing the situation with them privately in advance of making any decisions.

Criteria: 
· Frequent Internet access  (at least 4 times per week); 
· Commitment to a rights-based approach and youth perspective, including the diffusion of evidence-based information and services, the use of condoms as a prevention measure, the respect and practice of sexual and reproductive rights, the harm reduction policies and programs, etc;

· Skills and organizational capacity that is relevant to the committee you are applying for; 
· Availability of time (approx. 4 hours per week) on a voluntary basis; 
· Motivation, proactiveness, flexibility and reliability; 
· Living in a Latin American or the Caribbean country;

· There is no age criterion to join a committee, adult allies and youth leaders are welcome.
Application Submission Instructions:
Please read the information about responsibilities of each committee before filling out the application. If you do not fill all requirements, please do not apply. 
Please send only the following Application Form section of this document to the relevant person below.

If you are applying to be on two committees, please send ONE application form to each committee.  
If one committee receives too many applications, we may contact you to ask if you would be interested in serving on another committee. 
Attach your resume or CV to this application.
The deadline to send the application form is Friday, February 13. We will contact those selected before February 20. 

Pre-Forum: Betiana Cáceres – betianacaceres@gmail.com 

Advocacy: Rosario Chuquiruna Velasquez – comite.advocacy.fjp@gmail.com 

Media/Communication: Isaac Terrero Sánchez – isaacts@hotmail.com 

Forum: Cristina Pérez Canales – comite.foro.fjp@gmail.com
Youth Pavilion: José Olmedo - joseolmedomd@gmail.com 

Application Form to the Peru YouthForce Committees

Name: 

Country of birth: 

Country of residence: 

Age
:

TIG profile
: 

Languages:

	
	Written
	Oral
	Reading 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Which committee are you interested on joining?  

(You may choose to participate in up to two committees, but please consider how much time you have available. It is better to fully commit to one committee rather than commit partially to two committees. Remember that you need to send one application for each committee you apply to.

1. Pre-Forum
2. Advocacy
3. Media/Communication

4. Forum
5. Youth Pavilion


1. What kind of activities do you do in your country/region that relate to youth and HIV/AIDS? Why do you think that this experience is relevant to the committee you are applying for? Do you take part in your activity independently or in an organization or network? Please, include an e-mail and phone number of a person who can be a reference regarding your experience. No more than eight lines.
2 How much time can you commit to the YouthForce weekly?

Less than 2 hours
2-4 hours
More than 4 hours

3. How often do you have access to the internet? 

Every day
Every 2 days
Twice a week
Once a week


4. Have you ever participated in an international event related to HIV or sexual health before?

YES

NO 

Please specify ______________________________

5. Please attach a copy of your CV or resume.

NOTE: The Peru YouthForce cannot provide scholarships to the members of the committees. If you are selected as a member of one of the committees, you must apply for scholarships like everybody else.

The Peru YouthForce (PYF) is a coalition of networks and organizations (GYCA LA, IPPF/RHO, JLU, MHOL, Red de Portales Juveniles LAC) that has collective representation in all Latin American and Caribbean countries, and has planned and participated in many internationals events.

� Although you don’t have to be under 29 years to participate in the committees, we strongly recommend that young people apply.


� This field is not mandatory, but if you are selected, you will have to create a profile in � HYPERLINK "http://www.takingitglobal.org" ��www.takingitglobal.org�  





