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BEST PRACTICES | "COOKBOOK FOR SUSTAINABLE HIGHER EDUCATION"

‘Morgen’, the dutch students network for sustainable development

Inspiration [TO COOK] from overseas

Ranging from the generation of geothermal energy under university parking lots to local organic catering, universities all over the world offer inspiring and ambitious sustainability initiatives for higher education. With the ‘Cookbook to sustainable higher education’, ‘Morgen’ will outline some of the most innovative, inspirational and useful initiatives currently at hand. By doing so we aim to demonstrate the gap between what is currently the status quo in the Netherlands and what is already possible as demonstrated by case studies elsewhere. Besides the latest awe-inspiring technological innovations, we describe creative alternatives in organisational structure, finance, as well as student and partner involvement that have been essential in successful implementation of integrated university sustainability plans. Such modifications are aimed at introducing sustainability in the daily thought processes, decisions and behaviour of students and staff alike. We hope to convince you - students, academic staff and facility managers- of the merits of integrated and intelligent environmental management, and challenge you to take part in its development. 

To system thinkers, collaboration between staff, students and facility management is an obvious prerequisite to continuous on-site innovation and improvement, yet in practice, there is little communication between these parties.  While we categorize initiatives according to their focus on one of four categories, we show that establishment of these projects necessarily required an integral approach involving all four categories:

· Student involvement (behavioural, organisational)

· Community engagement (involvement of partners such as suppliers, housing companies etc.)

· Education and curriculum

· Administration, Food services and facilities management (energy, building, ICT, catering, mobility, water, biodiversity)
We do not pretend to provide a comprehensive overview of sustainability initiatives possible or available, nor can we provide a step-by-step guide for implementation. However, by summarizing accounts of how initiatives were established, we hope to identify the most important ingredients and actions required for specific initiatives. 

Finally, with this pamphlet we wish to acknowledge universities who have assumed leadership positions with respect to sustainable development. These universities are headed by individuals who have realized the significance of the university as a role model, drawn on the power of education and learning by doing and undertaken bold leaps towards reducing the ecological footprints of university communities. They have instigated a collective ambition in which human-environment interactions within the community are seen as an opportunity to demonstrate exemplary sustainable development in a microcosm of society. This pamphlet will show that these efforts provide inspiration and ideas that may be useful for universities and colleges within the Netherlands and beyond.

Who are we?

‘Morgen’ is the umbrella student organisation for all campus sustainability initiatives in The Netherlands, aiming to promote sustainable development in higher education. We do this through informing and awareness-raising, supporting and connecting student environmental initiatives and NGO’s, and by organizing student activities, conferences and debates. Around 900 people receive our two weekly network mail containing the latest national news and agenda on sustainable development. Our online magazine/ portal www.duurzamestudent.nl motivates and informs students of educational, lifestyle and career aspects of sustainable development. Our projects are often organized in collaboration with related NGO’s and include organization of an annual student internship market on sustainable development and energy-saving campaigns in student housing targeting both student behaviour and student housing corporations. Regular activities include publishing of a quarterly magazine, and a range of symposia, debates and workshops. Most of our projects are entirely run by student volunteers.
More information: www.studentenvoormorgen.nl 
