Introduction, Background and Objectives and Principles
1.       Do you have any comments on this part of the paper?
 
Components of the strategy
1.       Paragraph 2: Three constraints to addressing youth issues are listed.  Are these true, and are there other major constraints that should be mentioned?
 They are true, but when mentioned: “most vulnerable to social depredation”, cloud add: “that may lead to drug traffic and abuse and use of violent means to seek survivor”.

Component 1
1.       What is your opinion on UNHABITAT focussing its attention on the larger and more established youth organisations for this component?
I do not agree. I think they shoul let it open to all youth organizations and have a selection process when needed. He larger and more established youth organizations are the ones always getting the support and that is why some of the others cannot develop theirselves: they are not given the opportunity! Besides that, here n Brazil for example the small youth associations formed by the youth of the community are the ones that have the greater impact in the community. Larger organizations often need to make partnerships with those youth associations in order for its work to be effective. The focus should be on the target population: youth, and according to the reality of the country work with large or small youth organizations. If one of the objectives of this strategy is to empower youth, they should focus on those that have the capacity but never had the opportunity.
2.       Paragraph 1: Is the reference to local and national appropriate or should international be taken into consideration? 
I think that the work should be local, but it is necessary to take into account the national and international linkages to this work. For example if dealing with youth that works with drug traffic in the brazilian slums you will have to consider that the drugs usually comes from other countries from LAC and therefore use the background that the national and international laws and agreements give to you. I just think that the national and international work are basely lobby and political debate. Locally there is action and implementation. “Think national and global but act local”.
3.       Paragraph 2: Is it necessary to define the youth groups and if so which youth groups should be supported and guided?
I think it is important to work directly with the youth that lives in the slums and are suffering the social depredation. They should support and guide youth groups related specifically with: drug traffic and abuse; development of peace; refugees and replacement; unemployment and entrepreneurship; environment; leisure; sports; education (basic, training and capacity building); participation and empowerment.
4.       Paragraph 3: What is your opinion on the method of getting in contact with youth organizations? Do you have any other comments on this component of the strategy? 
The best method is getting to know them closely and let them trust you. Those youth are hopeless, so many people promises them things and most of the time do not do what was promised. You will need to go to the community and talk to them directly!

Most of the target youth do not have access to internet or know how to work with a computer. Another way is communicate with NGOs and community associations and ask them to indicate or nominate youth organizations, and then go directly to them. The contact must be direct! 
Component 2

1.What obstacles do you foresee in getting local and national governments to strengthen youth participation in planning and decision-making structures, and how can these obstacles be overcome?
This will depend a lot on the country. I will give my opinion based on Brazil.

It will be very difficult. We are starting to develop a civil society participation o decision making. This year we had the first national youth conferece. By the end of the year we will have a youth secretariat that will work closely with the presidency. UN-HABITAT will have to do a lot of lobby with this secretariat and with the related ministries such as: social assistance, cities, environment, justice, health, culture and education. Some of them have a youth unit, all have an international relations unit.
But focusing on obstacles I would say:

- youth is not considered a partner.
- youth work is not recognized.

- the youth experience often is not considered.

Paradigms must change! They are starting to be broken, but there should be external lobby and pressure in order to change this reality.

We can also map all the youth organizations and their projects and present to the governments saying: “look, this is what they are already doing. Acknowledge that and include them as your partner!
2.How should local authorities ensure the participation of vulnerable groups?
This is very difficult. I do not know how it works in other countries but in brazil when a project is related to civil society participation usually the selected ones to be involved have connections inside the government and almost never this selection is based on efficiency and knowledge. This is the first thing that needs to change: there should be transparency. On the vulnerable groups there should be a system of quotas. 
3.Do you have any other comments on this component of the strategy?

Component 3

1.Is the focus on youth employment and special risk groups sufficient to address the urban youth issues, given UN-HABITAT’s mandate, or what other areas do you feel it should be addressing?
The problem should been seen in a broader way. It should include a human rights approach. Most of the youth affected by those issues lost the feeling or knowledge of dignity. There should be a work to reestablish their self-steam. It does not matter if you solve the external problem if you don’t deal with the internal impacts it caused. The youth in the community should have the possibility to through have psychological support.
Besides that the youth group should be prepared to work “alone” when the project is over. 
2.Paragraph 3: Are there other groups that should be included in the list of key stakeholders?

3.Do you have any other comments on this component of the strategy?

Component 4

1.Paragraph 2: How should the indicators (for measuring effectiveness of interaction with youth partners) be developed?

2.Paragraph 3: do you have suggestions for other mechanisms for information sharing?

3.Do you have any other comments on this component of the strategy?

Component 5

1.Paragraph 2: How can the Partners and Youth Section be held accountable and responsible for implementation of the strategy?

2.Paragraph 4: How should UN-HABITAT go about creating the youth advisory council?
They should be very careful with that. There is no point in create such board if the members don’t have the opportunity to really be advisors. They first need to seed if they have internal structure such as personnel to be focal point of the YAC in the UN-Habitat headquarters. Besides that they need to make sure that all regional and national officers will have the same approach and commitment towards the YAC.

There should be a guideline for the work and the members must be supported and recognized. They should participate in ALL the decision processes involving youth.

It is good to have an YAC but it must work correctly.

Another point to think is the selection process. We are 28 in the UNEP TYAC, but only 4 or 6 work and keep in touch with UNEP. The others don’t even communicate when needed!! The commitment needs to come from the youth sector too, but how do you guarantee that? What is the best way to select those representatives?
They should have a specific consultation for that among members of the existing YACs (UNEP, CONGO, UNFPA). They should analyze those strategies and use them to build their own.
3.Paragraph 5: Are there other ways that UN-HABITAT could finance implementation of the strategy?

4.Do you have any other comments on this component of the strategy?

