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DTECς Lƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ нллуΣ 5L[Ωǎ Ƴŀƛƴ 
focus  was to establish, equip and 
staff the DIL Teacher Education 
Center (DTEC) in Islamabad.  After 
its establishment, the DTEC staff 
directed its attention on the 
intensive summer training for DIL 
teachers on subject content in 
English, Urdu and Math as well as 
workshops on pedagogical skills.  
In addition, all new DIL teachers 
underwent a comprehensive  pre-
service training. 

Infrastructure Improvement- In 
2008, DIL completed construction 
on three new schools, started 
construction on three additional 
schools and purchased the Mehran 
School through funds raised by DIL UK.   
In addition, DIL invested over $100,000 
in improving existing schools and 
grounds.  New rooms and restrooms 
were added to several schools to 
accommodate the growing student 
population. 

Curriculum- In 2008, DIL introduced its 
new English and Urdu curriculum for the 
Kindergarten, Grade 1 and 2.  The 
curriculum was well-received and 
provided teachers the tools they 

ƴŜŜŘŜŘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜ 
with lesson plans for the full year; print 
and audio materials and suggestions for 
activities; classroom management 
strategies; and culturally-relevant story 
books.   

Science Program- 2008 also saw the 
pilot of an inquiry-based science  
program in 17 of the Orangi schools in 
Karachi, funded by Schering Plough.   
The science program, conducted by Dr. 
Rafia Ali,  was such a tremendous 

memory of the 3 young women who lost their lives in the Balu-
chistan earthquake.  Their devotion to education, sometimes 
at the risk of their own lives, continues to inspire us all.  
        In spite of the tumultuous year, DIL had its most successful 
fundraising year ever.  We are deeply grateful for your contin-
ued support and you can rest assured that your donations di-
rectly benefit disadvantaged children in the remote and under-
developed areas of Pakistan.  
        By educating DIL students you are not only giving them an 
opportunity to change their own future, but the future of their 
families and their communities.    
 

With Best Wishes for the New Year, 

Sara Abbasi  

        2008 was a year of challenges:  the 
global economic crisis; the political turmoil 
in Pakistan; threats from the Taliban, who 
ōǳǊƴǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀ 5L[ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ 5ƛǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
devastating earthquake in Baluchistan, 
which claimed the lives of 3 DIL students.    
        But, 2008 was also a year of tremen-

dous growth for DIL.  Our newly established DIL Teacher Educa-
tion Center (DTEC) in Islamabad trained over 600 DIL teachers,  
students and teachers  embraced the new English and Urdu 
curriculum, and 68% of DIL students who took the Board Ma-
triculation Exam attained 1st division.  In 2008, we also saw the 
first group of DIL students attend college. 
        We would like to dedicate our progress in 2008 to the 

success that Schering Plough has 
committed to funding the next 
phase of the program. 

Extra-Curricular Activ ity 
Program- In the past year DIL 
launched an extra-curricular 
activity program that included 
inter-school competitions such 
as spelling bees, art contests 
and singing competitions.  The 
competitions took place in the 
Rawalpindi and Islamabad 
schools, and were so popular 
with the students that they will 
be replicated in all other 
projects in 2009.   

        In Khairpur, an interactive theatre 
program was introduced in which 
students created and performed plays 
about social issues that they confront on 
a daily basis.   

Students participating in the art competition 

Message from the New Board Chair  



        In November, Pulitzer-prize winning 
columnist for the New York Times, 
Nicholas D. Kristof travelled to Pakistan 
to visit a DIL school in Islamabad.   
        In his article, The Pakistan Test, Mr. 
Kristof writes that "Mr. Obama should 
make his first presidential trip to 
tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ ŀ 5L[ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦέ  
        In addition to the column published 
on November 23rd, Mr. Kristof produced 
ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά.ƻƻƪǎ bƻǘ .ƻƳōǎΦέ  Lƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻΣ YǊƛǎǘƻŦ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 
donations from America are quietly 
fighting ignorance and extremism with 
ōƻƻƪǎΦέ 
        To view the video or read the  
article, please visit the DIL website at 
www.dil.org. 

Kiranõs Story 
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Kiran standing outside her old classroom 

travel to the next village where the 
school was located.  Each day, when her 
daily chores were completed, she would 
walk to her old school and stand outside 
the window and dream about being in 
school again.   
        Touched by her story and desire to 
study, Ms. Hyat asked the local partner 
Indus Resource Centre (IRC) to pursue 
the matter.  IRC and the Head Teacher 
ƻŦ YƛǊŀƴΩǎ ƻƭŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ YƛǊŀƴΩǎ 
parents, and persuaded them to allow 
Kiran to study further and join the 
model school at village Kumb.  IRC has 
now arranged for Kiran to enroll in 
grade 3 and continue her education.  
YƛǊŀƴΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ƙŀǎ 
come true. 

        On a recent monitoring visit to 
Qaim Din Solangi Junior School, DIL 
tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ ¢ŀǳǎŜŜŦ 
Hyat, found a young girl standing 
outside a classroom, peering into the 
window.  She approached the girl and 
asked her why she was not in school.  
The young girl, Kiran, replied that she 
had attended this school until grade 2.   
        When Ms. Hyat inquired about 
YƛǊŀƴΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ YƛǊŀƴΩǎ 
story.  Kiran had been abandoned at 
birth by her mother and taken in by a 
kind-hearted, but poor couple in the 
village.  She grew up and attended the 
Qaim Din Solangi Junior School where 
she studied up to grade 2.  As her 
classmates moved onto grade 3, Kiran 
was unable to attend because her 
parents could not afford the cost of 

        Shaan Malik has been a volunteer 
for DIL Ottawa since the age of 5. He has 
supported DIL by helping raise     
money, reciting inspirational poetry 
and attending DIL events. Through the 
years Shaan has come to realize the 
importance of DIL's efforts. Shaan wants 
DIL students to have all the resources he 
and his classmates have in Ottawa, like a 
computer lab, a full library and of 
course, a play structure to use during 
recess.  
          This year for his 10th birthday, 
Shaan asked his friends to make dona-
tions to DIL instead of buying him pre-
sents.  As a result, Shaan and his friends 
raised $140 for the students of DIL.  
Shaan is pleased to do his part and en-
courages everyone to get in-
volved.  Every little bit helps and cer-
tainly goes a long way. 

Giving Back  

New York Times 

Recognizes DIL  

New York Gala  

        The 2008 DIL New York Gala 
"Renewing Commitments-Transforming 
Lives" was held at The Pierre Hotel in 
Manhattan on November 21st.   The 
cheerful energy of the 300 guests in 
attendance, defied the economic head-
winds on the street and  turned the eve-
ning into a spectacular show of support 
ŦƻǊ 5L[Φ wŜȊŀ !ǎƭŀƴΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
ƴƻ DƻŘ ōǳǘ DƻŘέ  delivered the keynote 
address.   
        The Benefit Committee as usual did 
an amazing job of organizing the event 
and bringing everyone together to cre-
ate a very special evening.  The auction 
had more than 50 donated items, and 
aŀŀǊǘŜƴ ǘŜƴ IƻƭŘŜǊ ƻŦ {ƻǘƘŜōȅΩǎ Ǿƻƭǳƴπ
teered his services to help run the live 
auction.  This year was a first for DIL 
bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ǘƻ άǊŜǾŜǊǎŜΩ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀ 5L[ 
school  in the Acumen Fund  sponsored 

Saiban affordable housing project out-
side Lahore; all components of the 
school including the land, classrooms, 
furniture supplies, teacher salaries, 
computer lab and playground equip-
ment were successfully auctioned off. 
        Farooq Kathwari , CEO Ethan Allen 
Interiors Inc. and Jacqueline Novogratz , 
founder & CEO of Acumen Fund were 
among the attendees.   The feedback 
from the guests was very positive. 

Citi employees planting trees in Orangi 

Reza Aslan speaking at the New York Gala 


