ITU Telecom World Youth Forum Concerns Regarding WSIS
As members of the WSIS Youth Caucus, we wish to raise our concern regarding the ITU Telecom World Youth Forum to be held in mid-October.  

It has come to our attention that a session has been scheduled for youth fellows to develop input to the WSIS process.  It is unfair to build an expectation amongst the youth fellows their input will have any impact on the WSIS Declaration and Action Plan at this late date.  Such an experience is frustrating and may lead to young people feeling disempowered.  
We understand that the youth fellows will come from all over the world to network with their peers, engage in activity that will enhance their understanding of the issues regarding the ICT industry, and empower them to act to promote ICT-inclusivity in their own regions.  We seek to help the ITU make their experience a meaningful one.
We recommend:

· The Youth Forum organisers consider either enabling all fellow to attend the business plenary or organising the WSIS youth session as a plenary, for example with speakers from the WSIS Youth Caucus, about how youth are influencing the WSIS process.

· The Youth Forum organisers send an urgent and immediate invitation to fellows to join the WSIS Youth Caucus (http://ycdo.net/wsis) so they may:

· Join the mailing list to gain further information on Summit youth activities;
· Join or initiate a national WSIS youth campaign;

· Apply for WSIS funding and award opportunities;
· Learn how to organise their own activities at the Summit; and

· Build partnerships with other young people around joint projects for the future.

· The Youth Forum organisers collaborate with the WSIS Youth Caucus to use Telecom as an opportunity to mobilise industry representatives in supporting youth participation in and activities at the Summit.

· The Youth Forum organisers meet with the WSIS Youth Caucus at the Summit in December to discuss how we might work together to realize the potential of young people as leaders in the information society.
Endorsed by the following members of the WSIS Youth Caucus
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